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Wickedness in Disputation

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

| enjoin you and myself, to maintain consciousness of Allah, to adhere to
the community, to cultivate pure hearts, and to break free from those
hateful attachments that breed grudges, incite strife, and cloud a Muslim's
reason. Beware of discord and division, for they destroy communities and
consume good character just as fire consumes wood:
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Ash-Shura (42) 10: And in anything over which you differ - its verdict is [to
be settled] by Allah. [Say], "That is Allah, my Lord; upon Him | have
relied, and to Him | turn back."

Conflict between people is an inevitable reality of life, except for those
upon whom my Lord has shown mercy. This is because many associates
transgress against one another, except for those who believe and do
righteous deeds, and how few they are.

The natural state of humanity is the absence of conflict and dispute.
However, discord arose ever since one of the sons of Adam killed the
other. Since then, the situation shifted, making disputes and conflicts
inescapable. This reality fluctuates and is in proportion to how close
people are to their faith or how far they stray from it.

Disputes with adversaries are more intense than with friends. They are
more severe between peers than between those who are distant. Among
neighbors, they are harsher than within a single household. Between
cousins, they are stronger than between siblings. And so it continues,
conflicts tend to grow sharper the nearer people are to one another,
especially when closeness is mixed with rivalry rather than affection.

For this reason, the radiant Shariah came to condemn dispute and resolve
conflict. It warns against overstepping bounds during disagreements or
deviating from the legitimate framework which is the pursuit of truth. The
Shariah considers anyone who exceeds these limits to be tainted by a
characteristic of the hypocrite namely, wickedness in dispute, which is the
inclination toward falsehood and the transgression of limits and justice.

It is well known that human reality consists of either acts of worship or
social dealings. Social dealings manifest as intentions, words, or deeds.
Anyone who exceeds the limit in these three areas or violates them
possesses a degree of "practical hypocrisy" proportional to what they
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have acquired of these traits. This is summarized in the statement of the
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The signs of a hypocrite are three: whenever he speaks, he lies;
whenever he promises, he breaks his promise; and whenever he is
entrusted, he betrays his trust. [Bukhari 33, Muslim 59]

In another narration—which is our focus here—it adds: "And whenever he
disputes, he behaves wickedly."

The wicked disputants are those who know that the truth is not on their
side yet argue using falsehood. Thus, they fall into what Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic, prohibited:
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Al-Bagarah (2) 188: And do not consume one another's wealth unjustly or
send it [in bribery] to the rulers in order that [they might aid] you [to]
consume a portion of the wealth of the people in sin while you know [it is
wrong].

Some of the righteous predecessors said: "This refers to a man who
disputes without evidence while knowing that the right is against him."

Since hypocrisy is baseness, then viciousness in disputes is a third of this
baseness. It combines the ugliness of character with the vileness of
speech. And thus baseness is followed by ugliness.

The fault does not lie in the mere existence of dispute itself. For conflict is
an unavoidable reality among people, in matters of feelings and opinions,
wealth and property, honor and reputation, and religion. For who is there
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that all people will be pleased with? And who is there that, if the noble
and honorable are pleased with them, the base and ignoble will not be
angered by them?

It is truly astonishing that some people find it easy to restrain themselves
from consuming the forbidden, from adultery, oppression, and theft, yet
find it nearly impossible to restrain their own tongues.

How often do we see someone who holds themselves above such
indecencies and sins, yet their tongue tears through the honor of others
without a second thought? They transgress against their opponent, while
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says:

s S SESA e (R B3R b sBl oLea Yl J3ady AL 4 O

050535 (&=la) (b
An-Nahl (16) 90: Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and

giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and
oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.

Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

If you reflect upon disagreements that occur within this Ummah, among
its scholars, its worshippers, its leaders, and its authorities, you will find
that most of it stems from this type of transgression, whether through
misinterpretation or otherwise. The fundamental principle is that the
blood, wealth, and honor of Muslims are sacred among them. They are
not permissible except by the permission of Allah and His Messenger
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Therefore, the wicked disputants recognize no limits or controls. To them,
the end justifies the means, whether this wickedness occurs in matters of
legal rights, core beliefs, or ethics.
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Al-Hujurat (49) 11: O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule
[another] people; perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women
ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do
not insult one another and do not call each other by [offensive]
nicknames. Wretched is the name of disobedience after [one has
returned to] faith. And whoever does not repent - then it is those who are
the wrongdoers.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Fear Allah, and know that the most hated to Allah is the one who is most
quarrelsome and stubborn in dispute, as is authentically reported from
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the Prophet At in the two Sahih collections and elsewhere. The
"quarrelsome" person is the one who is crooked in dispute through lying,
forgery, and deviating from the truth.

Whoever possesses this trait resembles those intended by Allah's words:
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Maryam (19) 97: So, [O Muhammad], We have only made it [i.e., the
Qur'an] easy in your tongue that you may give good tidings thereby to
the righteous and warn thereby a hostile people.

That is, people who argue with falsehood and deviate from the truth
during debate and disputes.

Some of the righteous predecessors mentioned that whoever argues
excessively falls into lying frequently. For this reason, Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz
(may Allah Almighty have mercy on him) said: "Whoever makes his faith
an arena for disputes will frequently change his positions." This means
such a person will never settle upon a specific methodology or a clear
principle.

In the Sunan of Abu Dawud, on the authority of lbn Umar (may Allah
Almighty be pleased with them both): The Prophet it said:
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Whoever disputes in a matter of falsehood while he knows it, he will
remain under the wrath of Allah until he gives it up. And whoever says
something about a believer that is not true, Allah will lodge him in the
mud of the discharge of the people of Hell (Radghat al-Khabal) until he
retracts what he said. [Abu Dawud 3597, Grade: Sahih (Al-Albani)]
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Consequently, the rational and intelligent person is not merely one who
can distinguish between good and evil during a dispute, for many people
possess this discernment. Rather, the truly wise person is one who can
distinguish, in such matters, the better of two good options and the lesser
of two evils. Many who have failed in both religious and worldly disputes
did so only because of their ignorance of this great principle. How
excellent is the one who said:

When a wise man discovers in his body two different ailments, he treats
the more dangerous one.

History is filled with countless examples of justice and fairness during
disputes and disagreements. We highlight two examples concerning
scholarly and theological differences:

Regarding scholarly differences we find some commentators on Sahih al-
Bukhari remarking on a specific issue where Al-Bukhari agreed with the
Hanafi school of thought. They would say: "Al-Bukhari agreed with the
Hanafis on this issue despite his frequent disagreement with them,
however, the evidence led him to that conclusion.

As far as theological differences consider the stance of Sheikh al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) toward the famous Al-Razi, who
had fallen into doctrinal deviations and methodological errors. Sheikh al-
Islam dedicated a ten-volume work to refuting his errors. Yet, despite this,
Sheikh al-Islam said of him: "Some people think ill of him—meaning Al-
Razi—believing he intentionally spoke falsehood. This is not the case.
Rather, he spoke according to the extent of his knowledge, observation,
and research in every instance as it appeared to him."

How magnificent is justice and fairness during disputes and
disagreements, and how base is oppression, wickedness, and false
accusation within them!
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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