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Nullifiers of Good Deeds
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

Fear Allah the Almighty and obey Him. Hold yourselves to account before
you are held to account, and gauge your deeds before they are gauged
against you. Know that the appointed time is near, the standing before
Allah is momentous, and the end is an eternal stay in either bliss or
hellfire. Therefore, take as provision those deeds that will save you, and
beware of what will ruin and destroy you, for none perish except those
who choose destruction.
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Al-A'raf (7) 8-9: (8) And the weighing [of deeds] that Day will be the truth.
So those whose scales are heavy - it is they who will be the successful. (9)

And those whose scales are light - they are the ones who will have lost
themselves for what injustice they were doing toward Our verses.

There is no loss greater than losing the Hereafter, and no one is more
cheated than a person who performed good deeds only to have them
nullified, leaving him with nothing. For this reason, a believer must fear
the nullification of their deeds. Indeed, they should fear their deeds being
devalued, diminished, or rejected altogether. One must strive to perfect
their deeds through excellence, sincerity, and following the Sunnah, and
then protect those deeds from being voided. The factors that nullify good
deeds are many. Some void every single deed a person has ever done,
while others void only specific actions or diminish their reward.

The total nullification of good deeds stems from two primary causes, each
of which includes many forms.

The first cause for the nullification of good deeds is Shirk (associating
partners) with Allah. This is based on His statement:
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Al-An’am (6) 88: But if they had associated others with Allah, then
worthless for them would be whatever they were doing.

And His statement:

2. .
\

° CS/

https://www.khutbah.info/ 2




Khutbah.info

Az-Zumar (39) 65: And it was already revealed to you and to those before
you that if you should associate [anything] with Allah, your work would
surely become worthless, and you would surely be among the losers.

A believer should fear Shirk for themselves just as the Close Friend of the
Most Merciful (Prophet Ibrahim) peace be upon him feared it when he
supplicated to his Lord, saying:
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lbrahim (14) 35: My Lord, make this city secure and keep me and my sons
away from worshipping idols.

lbrahim al-Taymi said, who can feel secure from such a trial after Ibrahim
said, "And keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols? Anyone
who disbelieves in Allah or associates others with Him will find no benefit
in their deeds in the Hereafter, even if they had fed every person on earth,
cared for every widow and orphan, or if their benefit had reached all of
humanity. Their disbelief nullifies their deeds entirely.
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Al-Furgan (25) 23: And We will regard what they have done of deeds and
make them as dust dispersed.

A person who prays might fall into Shirk without realizing it, such as by
seeking aid from the dead or supplicating to them instead of Allah. They
may think they are drawing closer to Allah through these actions, while in
reality, they are doing what nullifies their deeds without even sensing it.
What a devastating loss that is.

The second cause for the nullification of good deeds is apostasy,
reverting from Islam by falling into that which negates faith. Allah
Almighty says:
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Al-Bagarah (2) 217: And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to
disbelief] and dies while he is a disbeliever - for those, their deeds have
become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, and those are the
companions of the Fire, they will abide therein eternally.

Apostasy can occur through speech, such as insulting Allah or mocking
any part of His religion.
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At-Tawbah (?) 65-66: (65) Say, "Is it Allah and His verses and His

Messenger that you were mocking?" (66) Make no excuse; you have
disbelieved after your belief.

Apostasy can also occur through action, such as performing acts of
worship for those in graves by circumambulating them or sacrificing
animals for them. Allah says:
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Al-An’am (6) 162-163: (162) Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice,
my living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds. (163) No
partner has He. And this | have been commanded, and | am the first
[among you] of the Muslims."

The Prophet il said:
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Allah has cursed the one who sacrifices to other than Allah. [Muslim
1978]

Apostasy can also occur in the heart, such as by hating the Sharia of Allah
or any part of it, even if the person still practices it.
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Muhammad (47) 9: That is because they disliked what Allah revealed, so
He rendered worthless their deeds.

This includes hating the promotion of virtue and prevention of vice, the
legal punishments (Hudud), or any other ruling of the Sharia. Likewise, if a
woman hates certain rulings specific to her, such as the hijab, the
requirement of a mahram for travel, or the guardianship of men over
women, she must be careful. Every man and woman who prays must
beware of falling into this, for the nullification of deeds is the ultimate,
most tragic loss.

Apostasy can also occur through denial. Whoever denies what is
fundamentally and necessarily known of the religion has apostatized, such
as one who denies the obligation of prayer or the prohibition of adultery.
It can also occur through doubt regarding the definitive aspects of the
Sharia, such as doubting the Quran, the Prophet ii5:%, the obligatory
duties, the Resurrection, or the Gathering. It also includes doubting the
falsehood of the religions of the disbelievers or believing that such
religions will save them on the Day of Resurrection. Many have fallen into
this, claiming that all paths lead to Allah or that all religions are equal, yet
Allah says:
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Al-Imran (3) 85: And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never
will it be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the
losers.

Apostasy from Islam can also occur through abandonment and refusal,

such as completely abandoning the prayer. The Prophet it said:
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Indeed, between a man and shirk and disbelief is the abandonment of
prayer. [Muslim 82]

He dsf also said:
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The covenant between us and them is the prayer, so whoever abandons
it has disbelieved. [Tirmithi 2621, Grade: Sahih]

The Companions reached a consensus on this, as Abdullah bin Shaqiq al-
Ugayli stated, the companions of Muhammad st did not view the
abandonment of any deed as disbelief except for the prayer.

Furthermore, a person might become impressed with their own deeds
and look down upon others, swearing on behalf of Allah. For example, by
saying something such as “by Allah so and so will go to hell” or “so and so
will definitely go to hell”. In doing so, the person is contending with Allah
in His divine attributes, not realizing that this nullifies their deeds. This is
seen in the hadith of Jundub may Allah be pleased with him, where the
Messenger of Allah 2zt related:
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A man said: "By Allah, Allah will not forgive so-and-so." Allah the
Almighty said: "Who is he who swears by Me that | will not forgive so-

and-so? | have forgiven so-and-so and nullified your deeds." [Muslim
2621]
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Be diligent in ensuring your good deeds remain secure from what might
invalidate or diminish them. Allah Almighty said:
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Muhammad (47) 33: O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the

Messenger and do not invalidate your deeds.

Certain matters nullify the specific deeds they are mixed with. For
instance, boasting of favors or causing injury after giving charity nullifies
that charity. Allah says:
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Al-Bagarah (2) 264: O you who have believed, do not invalidate your
charities with reminders [of it] or injury.

Likewise, showing off (Riya') nullifies a deed if it motivates it. In a Hadith
Qudsi, Allah Almighty says:
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| am the most self-sufficient and in no need of a partner. Whoever

G

performs a deed in which he associates someone else with Me, | leave
him and his shirk. [Muslim 2985]

The Prophet ik also said:
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Indeed, Allah does not accept any deed except that which is purely for
Him and by which His countenance is sought. [An-Nasa'i 3140, Grade:
Sahih (Al-Albani)]

Visiting soothsayers or fortunetellers nullifies forty days of prayer, even if

one does not believe them. The Prophet it said:
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Whoever visits a fortuneteller and asks him about something, his prayer
will not be accepted for forty nights. [Muslim 2230]

If one believes what they say, all of their deeds are nullified, for the

Prophet iisit said:
2
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Whoever visits a priest or a fortuneteller and believes what he says has
disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad. [Ahmad 9532, Grade:
Sahih]

Furthermore, skipping the 'Asr prayer without an excuse until its time has

passed nullifies the deeds of that day. The Prophet st said:
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Whoever misses the 'Asr prayer, his deeds have been nullified. [Bukhari
553]

A believer must also beware of sins committed in private, for they
consume good deeds. According to the hadith of Thawban, may Allah be
pleased with him, the Prophet it said:
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| surely know of people from my Ummah who will come on the Day of
Resurrection with good deeds as vast as the white mountains of
Tihamah, but Allah the Mighty and Majestic will turn them into scattered
dust. Thawban said: "O Messenger of Allah, describe them to us and
clarify who they are, so that we do not become like them without
knowing." He said: "Indeed, they are your brothers and from your own
people, and they take from the night (in prayer) as you do, but they are a
people who, when they are alone with the prohibitions of Allah, they
violate them." [Ibn Majah 4245, Grade: Sahih (Al-Albani)]
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Let every believer avoid major sins and acts of disobedience, for just as
good deeds wash away bad ones, evil deeds can consume good ones.
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Hud (11) 114: Indeed, good deeds do away with misdeeds. That is a

reminder for those who remember.

We seek refuge in Allah from the nullifiers of deeds, and we ask Him for
the attainment of good deeds and the avoidance of sins. Indeed, He is the
All-Hearing, the Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.

K W 36 L&J”MU“/”\CMLAC’QS&}:MLM\ ]
ey 5a Jiu Y 8 ade @B Yy el ol ls G 28 s et

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
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us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You

v\

from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree

concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving

to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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