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The Purification of Faith
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

In a period before the Prophethood of the Chosen One st
humankind lived in a state of utter ignorance, in the depths of a dark and
blind age, during a period when the succession of messengers had
ceased. The people had been cut off from the spiritual sustenance and
divine light of revelation. Because of that discontinuity, darkness
overwhelmed their beliefs, their laws, and their very souls. Darkness upon
darkness, through which not even the sharpest intellect could glimpse a
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ray of guidance to lead them aright, or a glimmer by which to deliver
them from their missteps and save them from their deviation.

The scholar of this ummah, Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him
and his father, spoke of this era, saying:

The idols that had been among the people of Noah later appeared
among the Arabs. As for Wadd, it belonged to the tribe of Kalb in Diamat
al-Jandal; Suwa“ belonged to Hudhayl; Yaghuth belonged to Murad, and
later to Bant Ghatif in al-Jawf near Saba’; Ya“'lq belonged to Hamdan;
and Nasr belonged to the people of Himyar, the clan of Dhi al-Kala“. They
were the names of righteous men from among the people of Noah. When
those men died, Satan whispered to their people, saying: set up
memorials at the places where they used to sit, and name them after
them. So they did so, but they were not yet worshiped. Then, when that
generation died and knowledge was forgotten, those idols were
worshiped.

Before this degeneration the Arabs had been upon the religion of
Abraham, peace be upon him. But as time passed, the scholars passed
and knowledge diminished, until idols returned among the Arabs once
again. The creed of Abraham, peace be upon him, was thus altered and
distorted. The one who bore the greatest burden of this calamity was the
chief of Khuza‘ah, ‘Amribn Luhayy. The Prophet isf saw him dragging
his intestines in the Fire—for he was the first to dedicate animals to idols
and to replace the religion of Abraham, peace be upon him. This was
narrated by Muslim in his Sahih.

Allah created both the jinn and humankind for one purpose only-that they
worship Him alone without a partner. He sent His Messenger with a
luminous and noble law, underpinned by foundational principles
established by the All-Wise Lawgiver, summed up in five essential
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necessities upon which all the Prophets and Messengers unanimously
agreed to preserve and protect: religion, life, wealth, honor, and intellect.
Every corruption that threatens any of these necessities must be
prevented. Averting such harm is more important than remedying it after
it occurs. Whoever causes harm to any of them bears a sin that continues
to renew itself as that harm spreads. Its burden accumulates upon their
record of deeds throughout their life and even after their death, just as it
did upon ‘Amribn Luhayy when he introduced idols and altered the
religion of Abraham. And foremost among these five necessities is the
preservation of religion, creed, and the Tawhid of Allah.

The Prophet  aisi  illuminated the path and clarified the way. Through
him, Allah purified the Arabian Peninsula from the filth of idolatry and
statues. When the Chosen One st entered the Ka'bah on the day of the

liberation, he struck the idols down with his noble hand while reciting the
words of Allah:
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Al-Isra’ (17) 81: And say, ‘Truth has come, and falsehood has departed.
Indeed, falsehood is [bound] to depart.’

The Messenger of Allah ils:t destroyed the idols surrounding the Ka‘bah.
Some of his companions recited as they did so, “O ‘Uzza, we reject you,
do not seek your forgiveness! | have seen that Allah has humiliated you!”
The Messenger of Allah then dispatched detachments to demolish the
idols placed around Mecca. His caller proclaimed throughout the city:
Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day shall not leave an idol in his
house without breaking it.
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By all of this, the Messenger of Allah izt was renewing the faith of
his forefather Abraham and of his brother-prophets. For Abraham once
supplicated to his Lord, saying:
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lbrahim (14) 35: And keep me and my sons away from worshiping idols.

The Prophet’s ils:% stance toward idols and statues was completely clear,
both in word and in deed. Indeed, his destruction of idols was not limited
to those that were actually worshiped besides Allah or revered as Allah is
revered. He Alsf went beyond that to prohibit even the statues kept in
houses for decoration, even if they were not worshiped.

It is related by Abl Dawid and al-Tirmidhi from the hadith of Abd
Hurayrah—may Allah be pleased with him—that he said: The Messenger of
Allah P2 said:

6l

Slisbis £l sl J Juas S SAPWES Wt

Jes o g

Jibreel, peace be upon him, came to me and said: “l came to you last
night, but nothing prevented me from entering except that there were
statues at the door. [Sunan Abi Dawud 4158, Grade: Sahih (Albani)]

And in the remainder of the hadtth, Jibreel instructed him that the heads
of the statues should be removed so that they would become like the

form of trees.

‘Amribn ‘Abasah once asked the Prophet  ilsit  “For what purpose
has Allah sent you?” He replied:
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| have been sent to join ties of relationship, to break the Idols, and to
proclaim the oneness of Allah (in a manner that) nothing is to be
associated with Him. [Muslim 832]

The noble Companions and the great Imams of religion continued upon
the footsteps of the Prophet ilsit , and of the prophets before him, peace
and blessings be upon them all. Muslim narrated in his Sahih from Abu al-
Hayyaj al-Asadi who said: “Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said to me:
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Shall I not send you on the same mission that the Allah's Messenger £
sent me? Do not leave any statue without effacing it, nor any elevated
grave without leveling it. [Muslim 969]

And Ibn Ishag mentioned in his Maghazi from Abu al-‘Aliyah, who said:
“When we liberated Tustar, we found in the house of al-Hurmuzan a bed
upon which lay a dead man, and at his head was a written scroll, a book.
We took it and brought it to ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him.” — He
continues — “*Umar said: ‘What did you do with the man? "They replied:
‘We dug for him, during the daytime, thirteen separate graves in different
places. Then, when night came, we buried him and leveled all the graves,
concealing the true one from the people so that they would not exhume
him. “Umar asked: ‘And what did they seek from him? 'They replied: ‘It
was said that whenever the sky withheld rain from them, they would bring

2

out his bier, and then rain would fall.

lbn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, commented on this saying:
“In this narrative is the clear example of what the MuhajirGin and the
Ansar—may Allah be pleased with them—did in hiding his grave, lest
people be tried through it. They did not expose it for people to pray

https://www.khutbah.info/ 5




Khutbah.info

beside it or seek blessing from it. Had the later generations seen it, they
would have fought one another with swords over it.”

Such, then, were the stances of the Prophet and of his noble
Companions—staunch and unwavering in guarding the sanctity of tawhid,
and in blocking every pathway that could lead to associating partners with
Allah. For when innovations arise and begin to divert people from the
path laid down by the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and when they are
adorned with deceptive arguments and clothed in eloquent, refined
words, such innovations soon come to be accepted as established truths—
realities so deeply rooted that they cannot be repelled except after great
hardship and struggle.

And this truth is affirmed by what al-Hafiz lon Hajar transmitted from al-
Fakihi and others, from ‘Ubaydullah, who said: “The first time idols
appeared was during the era of Noah. Sons used to be dutiful to their
fathers. Then one of them died, and his son grieved deeply for him and
could not bear to be separated from him. So he made a likeness in his
image. Whenever he longed for him, he would look at it. When that son
died, people did with him as he had done. They continued upon that
practice; when the fathers died, the sons said: ‘Our fathers made these

images only because they were their gods, 'so they worshiped them.”
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Every Muslim must cleanse their heart from inner inclinations and
distracting preoccupations that turn them away from worshiping Allah.
We are all obligated to obey the command of Allah and His Messenger,
placing that obedience before our own desires, even before the wishes of
parents and near kin. Let everyone strive earnestly, within their means, to
cleanse their homes and communities of idols and statues kept under the
pretense of decoration, for angels do not enter a dwelling that contains
them.

Indeed, averting harms and closing the channels that lead to associating
partners with Allah is a matter of grave importance that Muslims at large
must never neglect. It was for this very reason that ‘Umar cut down the
tree of al-Ridwan—an act born of this principle. The adoption of statues
and idols, and the glorification of them or of graves, is a later innovation in
Islam; its introduction was not the work of the those of knowledge and
piety but rather of those inclining to desires and ignorance. The Qur’an
itself alludes to such tendencies in the account of the People of the Cave:
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Al-Kahf(18) 21: Said those who prevailed in the matter, We will surely
take [for ourselves] over them a masjid.
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lbn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, commented upon the
Prophet’s expedition to Ta’if and the smashing of the idol al-Lat, saying:
one of the lessons is that it is not permissible to leave places of shirk and
false deities standing once one has the ability to demolish them; the same
ruling applies to shrines and graves that have been turned into objects of
worship besides Allah—-many of which stand in the same position as al-Lat,
al-‘Uzza, and Manat. These people imitated the practices of those before
them; shirk thus prevailed in many hearts owing to the spread of
ignorance and the concealment of true knowledge. What was once
known became denied and what was once denied became known; the
Sunnah was called innovation and innovation was called Sunnah, and
Islam became intensely estranged-yet a group from the followers of
Muhammad remain steadfast upon the truth.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:

28,05 e o VT T g i B8 6,1 4835 i )

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.

https://www.khutbah.info/ 10



