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The Perils of Deception   

First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيعِتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِائَِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَدِاهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي( 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمََآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and 
die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

And know that this worldly life is passing abode, not an abode of 
permanence, and that Allah made you successors therein to see how you 
will act. So whoever fears Him has truly been guided, and whoever 
neglects the right of Allah should blame no one but themselves. Allah 
Almighty said:  

أ نْمَوَِ هسِفْنَِلَف الًِاصَ لَمِعَ نْمَ
َ

  دِيِبعَْلِل اAٍَّظَِب كَُّبرَ امَوَ اهَْيَلعَفَ ءَاسَ
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Fussilat (41) 46: Whoever does righteousness – it is for his [own] soul; and 
whoever does evil [does so] against it. And your Lord is not ever unjust to 
the servants. 

The sincere believer has purity within, has a pleasant appearance, with no 
malice and no envy. The signs of their inner state reach you before their 
tongue even speaks, and sometimes their spontaneous words bring you 
tidings of the goodness that they contain within. 

And no matter what qualities a person has, whether good or bad, even if 
they think they are hidden from people, they will be known and apparent.  

Their words, facial expressions, actions, demeanor are all sufficient to 
describe their true nature and convey their true feelings. For the tongue 
draws out what is in the heart, and every vessel pours what it holds. 

Then indeed, it is admirable for people see you as you are, without 
masking, pretending, misleading or deceiving. And it is also admirable, in 
your interactions, that you do not pretend to have what you do not have, 
nor withhold what you have, and that you see people as you would love 
them to see you, so that neither you belittle them nor they belittle you. 

Stay true to yourself. Know your own worth before you seek to know the 
worth of others. Do not wear a garment other than your own garment, and 
do not take on a title other than your own title. Do not pose as a lion when 
Allah has created you as a gentle lamb, and do not pretend to have what 
you have not been given, for in doing so you are like one who wears two 
garments of falsehood. 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated from the hadith of Asma – ’may Allah be 
pleased with her – that a woman said: “O Messenger of Allah! I have a co-
wife; is it a sin upon me if I claim from my husband what he does not give 
me (to make her jealous)?” The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
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لا
ْ
  رٍوزُ 8َْوَْث سِِبكََلا طَعْفُ مَْل امَِب عُِّبشََتمُ

The one who pretends to have what he has not been given is like a 
person wearing two garments of falsehood. [Bukhari 5219, Muslim 2130] 

Allahu Akbar – how great this hadith is! Allahu Akbar – how much it 
touches upon a core issue in our present reality! 

The commentators of the hadith mentioned that its meaning is that the 
one pretending to possess what they do not have, seeking thereby to 
gain, is blameworthy just as the one who wears two garments of 
falsehood is blameworthy. 

So how astonishing! How many of this type are in our societies? How 
many wear a garment that is not theirs, and wrap themselves in a cloak 
that is not their cloak? A poor person pretending to be rich, a miser 
pretending to be generous, an imbecile pretending to be intelligent, an 
ignorant person pretending to be knowledgeable. Each of them is 
seeking gain for matters that they do not have, and that are not present in 
them at all. 

They are like a cat who puffs itself up, to mimic the fierceness of a mighty 
lion, or like a small bird that has forgotten its place and behaves like a 
mighty bird of prey. And this is the inflated vanity from which we seek 
refuge in Allah. 

ʿAlī – may Allah be pleased with him – said: I am amazed at the one who is 
told that he has evil in him, and he knows that it is in him – how can he be 
displeased? And I am amazed at the one who is described with goodness, 
and he knows that it is not in him – how can he be pleased? 

The genuine believer does not lie. And the one who pretends to possess 
what they do not have ruins their credibility and people will never trust 
them.  
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This is rejected by the Shariah, and the pure natural disposition also 
rejects it. For among what Abū Sufyān – may Allah be pleased with him – 
said during his pre-Islamic days, when conversing with Heraclius about 
the Prophet      صلى الله عليه وسلم     was: By Allah, were it not for the shame that they 
would report me lying, I would have lied about him.  

It is the lying and deception by which societies have been deceived – in 
their social, political, scientific, and economic lives, and in other affairs of 
their lives. 

How often have we seen those who climb on the shoulders of others as if 
they were the pioneers. And how often have we seen various forms of this 
in claiming achievements that belong to others, or in taking credit for 
books and works that were produced by others, or in claiming degrees 
and academic ranks that are neither theirs nor are they worthy of them.  

They have been blinded by pretending to have what they never had. Their 
self-deception, their fame, position, or business interests led them to 
accept, or even seek out titles and accolades that are not truly theirs, and 
for which they are not qualified nor deserving. 

And people know that they only obtained these things by pretending, 
leveraging connections, fame, or a position, to compensate for their 
shortcomings, cover their flaws, and feed their vanity and restless 
ambition that is never satisfied with the truth of what they actually are or 
have. 

Al-Fārūq – may Allah be pleased with him – said: “Whoever’s intention in 
the truth is good – even if it is against himself – Allah will suffice him in 
what is between him and the people. And whoever adorns himself with 
what is not in him, Allah will disgrace him.” 

Examples of those who pretend to have what they have not been given 
are the ignorant  who act as if they are knowledgeable and speaks about 
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public affairs, despite being qualified to do so. A person who poses as a 
scholar but lacks real knowledge. A person posing as a medical 
professional without proper training or credentials. Those shunning the 
truth and supporting it, so as to be unrightfully praised. Those shunning 
the truth or defending it so as to receive blind praise, and shallow 
compliments.  They want to be regarded as important when, in fact, their 
supposed “substance” is nothing more than the swelling and 
inflammation,  bulk without any real strength or value. 

In the two Ṣaḥīḥs it is reported: that some men from among the hypocrites 
at the time of the Messenger of Allah      صلى الله عليه وسلم     when the Prophet      صلى الله عليه وسلم     
went out for battle, they stayed behind and rejoiced at remaining behind 
the Messenger of Allah      صلى الله عليه وسلم    and when the Prophet      صلى الله عليه وسلم     
returned, they would offer excuses to him and swear oaths, and they 
loved to be praised for what they did not do. So Allah revealed: 

Hَ َأ امَِب نَوحُرَفْيَ نَيَِّلا َّبَسَْت
َ
أ نَوُّبحِيُوَ اوَْت

َ
 نَمِ ةٍزَافَمَِب مْهَُّنَبسَْتَ Aََف اوُلعَفْيَ مَْل امَِب اودُمَْيُ نْ

أ بٌاذَعَ مْهَُلوَ بِاذَعَْلا
َ
     مٌلِ

Āl ʿImrān (3)188: Do not think those who rejoice in what they have done 
and love to be praised for what they did not do – do not think they will 
escape the punishment, and for them is a painful punishment.  

 

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  ُهورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you 
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 
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لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا ُهدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَيْشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ ُهدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

And know that the Prophet      صلى الله عليه وسلم     likened the one who pretends to 
possess what they do not have to a person wearing two garments of 
falsehood – not just one garment of falsehood. And that is only due to the 
gravity of this matter upon the individual and upon society. For it revolves 
within the sphere of deception that shows up in many areas, such as in 
qualifications- falsifying degrees, certifications and experience, dealings- 
cheating or misrepresenting in transactions, morals- pretending to 
virtuous,  as well as many other types of deceit. 

As for why it is “two garments of falsehood”, the first garment is lying to 
themselves about what they do not have, and the second garment is lying 
to others about what they not been given. It is both an inward lie to 
oneself and an outward lie to others. 

And a person’s pretending to have what they have not been given may 
reach the level of falling into a major sin from among the major sins. 
Namely, pretending to have people’s rights and seizing them without due 
right. For the Prophet      صلى الله عليه وسلم    : 

 ن[و لٌجر لاقف ةDَنلجا هِيلع مDَرحو رَاDجا Dُ Tُبا بَجوأ دقَف هِنِيميب مٍلسم ئٍرما Dقح عَطتقا نِم

  كٍارأ نم اًبيضق نَكا ن[و لاق ايًرسي اًئيش نَكا
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Whoever seizes the right of a Muslim man by [false] oath, Allah has made 
the Fire obligatory for him, and forbidden Paradise for him. A man 
asked, even if it is something minor? He said: “Even [as little as] a twig 
from an arak tree.” [Muslim 137] 

May Allah have mercy on those who know their own worth, are content 
with what Allah has allotted them, and are righteous building blocks in a 
society governed by trustworthiness and truthfulness, and the obliteration 
of falsifying and concealing the truth. 

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن mََ اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ    
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا mََ نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 امَيِف ال كِْرابَوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّن� كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ

 

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
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decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be 
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُ يِْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَ يِْخَ نْمِ كَُل

أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You 
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we 
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and 
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from 
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for 
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and 
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it, 
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree 
concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَي� نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُعَِي ،غِْلَْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving 
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He 
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  
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 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


