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The Enduring Good Deeds
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.

€ 3 28l V) 55,05 5wl G a LE LT S @ )
[102:0)) jas

Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

| advise you and myself with the consciousness of Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic. Fear Him in private and in public. Fear Him and worship Him.
Prostrate yourselves to Him, and do good such that you may succeed.

There is a firmly established and well-known matter that is evident to
anyone with a sound mind and clear thinking. It is that every beginning
has an end. Every rise is followed by a decline. And each of the individual
acts of worship, whether obligatory or voluntary, has a definite beginning
and a definite end.
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In fact, even human capacities, physical and mental, without exception,
are strong at times and weak at other times. Therefore, worshipping
strengthens and weakens accordingly.

There is one exception. There is one deed that is not hindered by any
obstacle. In it, the young and the old are equal, as are the healthy and the
ill, the able and the incapable, the standing and the seated and even
those lying on their backs. It requires no strength and no mustering of
energy.

Do you know what it is?

It is the remembrance of Allah, Dhikr of Allah, for which there is no
acceptable excuse for abandoning it. For a man once came to the
Prophet iisit and said:
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O Messenger of Allah! The ordainments of Islam have become too many
for me, so inform me of something | can hold on to.

He A& replied, Let your tongue always remain moist with the
remembrance of Allah. [Sunan Ibn Majah 3793, Grade: Hasan]

O Muslims, Allah Almighty has commanded the pilgrims to make
remembrance after completing their Hajj rites, and He has even
commanded them to do so abundantly.

Allah Almighty said:
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Surah Al-Bagarah (2), Verse 200: And when you have completed your
rites, remember Allah like your [previous] remembrance of your fathers
or with [much] greater remembrance.

This verse directs us to what is obligatory and necessary. That is, replacing
the remembrance of fathers with the remembrance of Allah Almighty.
And it emphasizes that Muslims should be the most deliberate in the
remembrance of Allah. This is not surprising, for the believers are those
who have the most love for Allah. And it is the remembrance of Allah that
truly elevates a person and not boasting about one’s fathers or anything
else from the debris of this fleeting world.

And indeed, in the command to remember Allah after the completion of
the Hajj rites is a clear and evident meaning, which is that while all other
acts of worship come to an end and are completed, the remembrance of
Allah remains. It neither ends nor is ever completed. The sincere believer
lives upon the remembrance of Allah, passes upon it, and is resurrected
upon it. For, by Allah, life itself is only sweetened by His remembrance,
glorified and exalted is He.

lbn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, said, | heard Shaykh al-Islam
lbon Taymiyyah—may Allah have mercy upon his soul, say: “The
remembrance of Allah for the heart is like water for the fish. So what
would the state of the fish be if it were taken out of the water?”

O Muslims, the Creator, exalted is His majesty, says:
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Surah Al-Kahf (18), Verse 46: But the enduring good deeds are better to
your Lord for reward and better for [one’s] hope.

And He says:
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Surah Maryam (19), Verse 76: But the enduring good deeds are better to
your Lord for reward and better for return.

These two verses, as stated by the majority of the scholars of tafsir, refer to
the enduring good deeds (al-bagiyat al-salihat) as being the well-known

phrases of remembrance, namely: Subhan Allah, al-hamdu lillah, la ilaha
illa Allah, and Allahu akbar.

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the

Messenger of Allah A5 said:
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“Take up your shield.”
We said: “O Messenger of Allah! From an enemy who is near?”

He said: “No, your shield from the Fire. Say: Subhan Allah, al-hamdu
lillah, la ilaha illa Allah, and Allahu akbar. For indeed, these will come on
the Day of Resurrection as saviors and in the forefront. And they are the
enduring good deeds (al-baqiyat al-salihat).” [Al Hakim 2011, Grade:
Sahih on the condition of Muslim]

And the meaning of them being “enduring good deeds” is that they are
from the cultivation of the Hereafter, and that their reward remains
preserved.

We, are in dire need of acquiring enduring good deeds. Indeed, among
Muslims there is such weakness, emptiness, distress, loneliness, and much
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preoccupation of the tongue with what has no benefit, that they need to
be mindful of the enduring good deeds. Verily, we extend our eyes
towards the glitter of this worldly life. Indeed, it is often seen how people
are so concerned over their homes, over decorating and beautifying them
with lush trees and captivating greenery. All of these things certainly bring
joy to the eyes but are temporary and short-lived. And all this should
underscore for us the importance of understanding what the enduring
good deeds truly are.

Reflect, upon how much you pay to buy seedlings or the finest plants.
How attracted you are to planting them or harvesting their fruits. And how
much haggling and bargaining is done over buying or selling them!
Should not we be more eager for something better than all of that and
less costly at the same time? For the wise consider the neglectful and
bankrupt those who do not hasten to acquire the enduring good deeds
and cultivate them, as time is limited and there is still an opportunity and
no excuse is acceptable.

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Messenger of

Allah 25t passed by me while | was planting a seedling, and said:
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“O Abu Hurayrah! What are you planting?”
| said: “A seedling for myself.”
He said: “Shall | not guide you to a cultivation better than this?”

| said: “Yes, O Messenger of Allah!”
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He said: “Say: Subhan Allah, al-hamdau lillah, la ilaha illa Allah, and Allahu
akbar. For with each one, a tree will be planted for you in Paradise.”[Ibn
Majah 3807, Grade: Sahih]

And al-Tirmidhi, and others, narrated:
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The Prophet it said:

| met Ibrahim on the night | was taken on the Night Journey, and he said:
O Muhammad, convey my salam to your ummah, and inform them that
Paradise has good soil, pure water, and is level ground. And its plants
are, Subhan Allah, al-Hamdu lillah, la llaha illa Allah, and Allahu Akbar.
[al-Tirmidhi 3462, Grade: Hasan]

And the Prophet st said in a narration reported by al-Tirmidhi and lbn
Majah:
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To say: Subhan Allah, al-hamdu lillah, la ilaha illa Allah, and Allahu
akbar-is more beloved to me than all that the sun rises upon.

[Sahih ibn Habban 834, Grade: Sound Chain {Arnaout)]

And in another narration:
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Four are the best of speech; it does not matter which of them you begin
with, Subhan Allah, al-hamdu lillah, la ilaha illa Allah, and Allahu akbar.
[Sahih ibn Majah 3088, Grade: Sahih (Albani)]

These are the virtues of these words in general. Not to mention that their
abundant repetition is a means for the forgiveness of sins and the erasure
of misdeeds. And how desperately we are in need of that.

b 5sad) 3 ) 8 7ARELG I3 B e o5 AN aails §aiS 6 )
| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:
Abu al-Darda (may Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of

Allah 5% said to me:
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Say: Subhan Allah, alhamdaulillah, la ilaha illa Allah, and Allahu akbar. For
indeed, they erase sins just as a tree sheds its leaves. [Ibn Majah 3813,
Grade: Hasan (Al Sayooti)]

In addition, reciting these words may be a reason for one’s supplication to

be answered, or for one’s prayer to be accepted, as the Prophet it
clarified when he said:
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Whoever wakes up during the night and says upon waking: there is no
rightly worshipped deity other than Allah, alone without partner, to Him
belongs sovereignty and to Him belongs all praise, and He is over all
things capable. Subhan Allah, alhamdulillah, la ilaha illa Allah, Allahu
akbar, and there is no power and no strength except with Allah—then
makes supplication, it will be answered. And if he gets up, performs
ablution, and then prays, his prayer will be accepted. [al-Bukhari 1154]

O Muslims! These four phrases, despite their briefness and ease of
recitation, are words of profound meaning and wide-ranging impact.
There may be those among us who repeat them, and perhaps even
frequently, but are far removed from understanding their meaning or
comprehending their implications, to the point that their hearts become
distant from sensing the majesty and greatness of Allah, and from
appreciating Him as He should be. Indeed, the remembrance of Allah, the
Almighty, is a word that makes the skins of those conscious of their Lord
shiver, and then their skins and hearts soften at the remembrance of Allah.
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We ask Allah Almighty to make us among those who remember him often
standing, sitting and upon our sides. Indeed Allah is All Hearing,
Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving

to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
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forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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