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The Virtue of Remembrance
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

Indeed, the purest of deeds, the best of characteristics, and the most
beloved to Allah—the Possessor of Majesty—is the remembrance of Allah,
the Exalted. Al-Tirmidhi and others narrated from Abu al-Darda (may
Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah # said:
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Shall I not inform you of the best of your deeds, and the purest of them
with your Master, and the highest of them in your ranks, and better for
you than giving away gold and silver, and better for you than meeting
your adversary and striking their collars and them striking yours? They
said, Yes, O Messenger of Allah! He said: The remembrance of Allah,
the Exalted. [Sahih Tirmithi 3377, Grade: Sahih (Albani)]

Those who remember Allah, the Exalted, are the forerunners in the
journey toward Allah and the eternal home of the Hereafter. It is narrated
from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet
said:
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The Mufarridun have outpaced (others)! They said, “O Messenger of
Allah, who are the Mufarridun? He said, Those men and women who
remember Allah much. [Muslim 2676]

These, are the ones for whom Allah has prepared a noble status and a
tremendous reward. Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Ahzab (33) 35: And the men who remember Allah often and the
women who do so - for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great
reward.
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The remembrance of Allah, is the life of the hearts. There is no life for
hearts except through it. It is narrated in Sahih al-Bukhari from Abu Musa
al-Ash‘ari (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet £ said:
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The example of the one who remembers his Lord and the one who does
not remember his Lord is like the example of the living and the dead.
[Bukhari 6407]

The heart will never find peace, tranquility, joy, delight, or happiness
except through the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. Allah Almighty
said:
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Ar-Ra‘d (13) 28: Those who have believed and whose hearts are assured
by the remembrance of Allah. Unquestionably, by the remembrance of
Allah hearts are assured.

The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, is relief after hardship, ease after
difficulty, solace after distress and worry. In it is the removal of afflictions,
the facilitation of matters, and the realization of comfort and happiness in
both this world and the Hereafter. There is no affliction alleviated and no
hardship removed by anything better than the remembrance of Allah—

Blessed and Exalted is He. Our Prophet # used to say in times of distress:
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There is none worthy of worship but Allah, the Mighty, the Forbearing.
There is none worthy of worship but Allah, Lord of the Magnificent
Throne. There is none worthy of worship but Allah, Lord of the heavens
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and Lord of the earth, and Lord of the Noble Throne. [Bukhari 6346,
Muslim 2730a]

And he # said:
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The supplication of Dhun-Nun (Prophet Yunus) when he supplicated,
while in the belly of the whale was: ‘There is none worthy of worship
except You, Glory to You, Indeed, | have been of the transgressors. So
indeed, no Muslim man supplicates with it for anything, ever, except
Allah responds to him. [Jami™ at-Tirmidhi 3505, Grade: Sahih]

The remembrance of Allah, brings back lost blessings and preserves
existing ones. There is no means by which blessings are acquired or
safeguarded better than the remembrance of Allah—Blessed and Exalted
is He. Allah Almighty said:
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lbrahim (14) 7: And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are
grateful, | will surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My
punishment is severe.'"

The remembrance of Allah—Glorified and Exalted—is a remover of
burdens, an expiation for sins, a means of elevation in ranks, and a path to
high status in the sight of Allah—Blessed and Exalted is He. There is
nothing that removes burdens like His remembrance.

Al-Tirmidhi narrated that the Prophet £ said:
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There is nothing that brings more salvation from the punishment of Allah
than the remembrance of Allah. [Jami at-Tirmidhi 3377, Grade: Hassan]

It is also authentically reported from him £ that he said:
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Whoever says: ‘Subhan Allah wa bihamdih’ (Glory be to Allah and praise

be to Him) one hundred times, his sins will be forgiven, even if they are
as much as the foam of the sea. [Bukhari 6405, Muslim 2691]

There are many Hadiths with this same meaning.

The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, is the cultivation of Paradise.
There is nothing by which Paradise is cultivated like the remembrance of
Him Almighty.

The Prophet # said:
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Whoever says Glorified is Allah the Most Great and praised is He will
have a date palm planted for him in Paradise. [Tirmithi 3465, Grade:
Sahih (Albani)]

Al-Tirmidhi also narrated that the Prophet % said:

&\3\(@ ly AL Se AR 2 31 2\, Jm@@ wgﬁﬁw%ﬂ

| met Ibrahim, the Khalil (Beloved) of Allah, the night | was taken on the
Night Journey, and he said to me: ‘O Muhammad, convey my greetings
to your Ummah, and tell them that Paradise has good soil and sweet
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water, and that it is a flat plain, and its vegetation is: Subhan Allah (Glory
be to Allah), Al-hamdu lillah (Praise be to Allah), La ilaha illa Allah (There
is no god but Allah), and Allahu akbar (Allah is the Greatest). [Tirmidhi
3462, Grade: Hassan (Albani)]

The remembrance of Allah, consists of words that are light upon the
tongue and uttered with minimal effort and without hardship—but they
carry immense reward and great recompense and are beloved to Allah—
Mighty and Majestic.

The Prophet # said:
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Two words, light on the tongue, heavy in the balance, beloved to the

Most Merciful: Subhan Allah wa bihamdih, Subhan Allah al-’Azim (Glory
be to Allah and praise be to Him, Glory be to Allah the Almighty).
[Bukhari, 6682 Muslim 2694]

The remembrance of Allah—Glorified and Exalted—repels the devils. It
saves from their whispers, their evil, their plots, and their traps. Allah
Almighty said:
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Fussilat (41) 36: And if there comes to you from Satan an evil suggestion,

then seek refuge in Allah. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Knowing.
Allah Almighty also said:
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Al-Mu'minun (23) 97-98: (97) And say, ‘My Lord, | seek refuge in You
from the incitements of the devils. (98) And | seek refuge in You, my
Lord, lest they be present with me.’

Allah Almighty also said:
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Al-A'raf (7) 201: Indeed, those who fear Allah - when an impulse touches
them from Satan, they remember [Him] and at once they have insight.

Allah Almighty also said:
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Az-Zukhruf (43) 36: And whoever is blinded from the remembrance of
the Most Merciful-We appoint for him a devil, and he is to him a
companion.

The fruits of remembrance and the benefits that it brings are countless
and innumerable. | advise myself and you to read the book Al-Wabil As-
Sayyib min al-Kalim At-Tayyib by the scholar Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah
(may Allah have mercy on him). In it, he—may Allah have mercy on him—
enumerates more than seventy great benefits of the remembrance of
Allah—Blessed and Exalted be He.

When one reflects upon these immense benefits, their desire to maintain
the remembrance of Allah will increase, and their eagerness to uphold it
will grow.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Indeed, there are many Quranic verses and numerous authentic Hadiths
of the Messenger of Allah # urging the remembrance of Allah,
commanding it in abundance and clarifying the reward for those who
frequently remember Allah.

Allah, the Exalted, says:
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Al-Ahzab (33) 41-43: (41) O you who have believed, remember Allah
with much remembrance. (42) And exalt Him morning and afternoon.
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(43) Itis He who confers blessing upon you, and His angels [ask Him to
do so] that He may bring you out from darknesses into the light. And
ever is He, to the believers, Merciful."
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lbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them both) said: If you do that,
that is remember Allah abundantly, then He and His angels will send
blessings upon you.

And Allah the Most High says:
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Al-Ahzab (33) 35: And the men who remember Allah often and the
women who do so - for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great
reward.

And Allah the Most High says:
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Al-Anfal (8) 45: And remember Allah much that you may succeed.

And there are many more verses and Hadiths urging frequent
remembrance of Allah and commanding it abundantly.

The scholars have stated in the books of tafsir and the commentaries on
Hadith that if a Muslim is consistent in the morning and evening
remembrances, the remembrances after the obligatory prayers, the
remembrances before sleep, the remembrances when entering and
exiting the home, when riding, when eating and drinking, and after
completing meals, along with maintaining general (unrestricted)
remembrance throughout the day and night then he or she is written

among those men and women who remember Allah much, about whom
Allah said:
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Al-Ahzab (33) 35: And the men who remember Allah often and the
women who do so - for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great
reward.

May Allah make us all among those who remember Him often, uphold His
obedience and worship Him sincerely. Indeed Allah is All Hearing,
Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of

difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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