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Four Quranic Commands

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

The Qur'an is a Book of guidance and light, and happiness in the worldly
life and triumph in the hereafter, for whoever reflects upon its verses and
acts upon what it contains. Allah Almighty said:

29 LPUUY\))\;A.VJ)@: AJJ)QJJ\@UJJ\U\.S

Saad (38) 29: [This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [O
Muhammad], that they might reflect upon its verses and that those of
understanding would be reminded.
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And in the Qur'an there are four acts of worships commanded by Allah
Almighty, each one having corresponding rewards. These are thikr
(remembrance), istighfar (seeking forgiveness), shukr (gratitude) and dua
(supplication). As far as thikr (remembrance) Allah Almighty said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 152: So remember Me, | will remember you.

Regarding istighfar (seeking forgiveness) Allah said:

S0~ 068, 058.% -5

33 JUEII-0, 4005 1k Aaias 4D 5E G5

Al Anfal (8) 33: And Allah would not punish them while they seek
forgiveness.

As far as shukr (gratitude) Allah said:
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lbrahim (14) 7: And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, If you are

\Qo'

grateful, | will surely increase you [in favor]

Regarding dua (supplication) Allah said:
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Ghafir (40) 60: And your Lord says, Call upon Me, | will respond to you.

In the first of these four verses, Allah Almighty said regarding thikr
(remmembrance):
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Al Bagarah (2) 152: So remember Me; | will remember you.
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And what a great condition and outcome the greatest reward. For it is an
honor for a person to remember their Lord Most Glorified, even if there
was no condition, no response and no reward. Because the Lord Most
Glorified is the person’s Creator, the Disposer of their affairs and the
Provider of blessings upon them. And because Allah Almighty deserves
remembrance, magnification, love and servitude because of His greatness,
ability, mercy and His encompassing of everything; and because of His
names, attributes and actions; and because of His beneficence to His
servants. So how about when Allah gives a person a reward greater than
the person’s remembrance of Him; and that is that Allah Almighty
remembers him. And if a believer reflects upon this verse, their tongue
would not become weary from the remembrance of Allah Almighty. For the
Creator remembers Him. For who is this person, this creation, such that the
Creator remembers them? For this person, this creation, is but an atom or
much less compared to the many creations of Allah Almighty, that none
can enumerate but Him, Glory be to Him !! And more details came in the
authentic Sunnah of how the Creator, Glory be to Him, honors His created
servant when they remember Him. And that is in the Hadith narrated by
Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said that the Prophet

Mt said:
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Allah, the Most High said: ‘'l am as My servant thinks of Me, and | am
with him when he remembers Me. If he remembers Me to himself, |
remember him to Myself, and if he remembers Me in a gathering, |

remember him in a gathering better than that... [Bukhari 7405, Muslim
2675a]

And it is no wonder that Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, said:
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The Messenger of Allah used to remember Allah in all circumstances.
[Sunan Ibn Majah 302, Grade: Sahih]

And the remembrance of Allah Almighty can be general or specific. So the
general remembrance is in the heart, tongue and limbs. And every
righteous deed is remembrance of Allah Almighty, just as refraining from
the forbidden is remembrance of Allah Almighty, because the driver for
that is servitude to Allah Almighty and magnifying Him, loving Him, hoping
in Him, fearing Him and venerating Him. And the proof for that is the
account of the man who was called to immorality by a woman of high
status and beauty and he responded:

| fear Allah Almighty [Bukhari 1423, Muslim 1031]

And the true believer’s entire life is remembrance of Allah Almighty. And as
for the specific remembrance of Allah, it is what is uttered by the tongue
with affirmation of it by the heart such as tahleel (saying La lllaha illa Lah),
takbir (saying Allahu Akbar), tahmeed (saying AlhamduliLah), seeking
forgiveness, supplicating and reciting Qur‘an.

And in the second of the four verses Allah Almighty said regarding istighfar
(seeking forgiveness):
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Al Anfal (8) 33: And Allah would not punish them while they seek
forgiveness.
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lbn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “they had two guarantees
of safety, the Prophet of Allah and seeking forgiveness”. He said, “So the
Prophet left and seeking forgiveness remained.”

And the son of Adam makes mistakes. And sins are reason for punishment.
So it is from the mercy of Allah Almighty that punishment is pushed away
from individuals and groups through seeking forgiveness. And for that
reason, the messengers commanded their communities to seek
forgiveness, as found in Surah Hud. And in a day, the Prophet &5t used to
seek forgiveness from Allah Almighty one hundred times. And it was
observed that in one sitting, he would seek forgiveness one hundred times
before getting up. Al Hasan Al Basri, may Allah forgive him, said, “increase
seeking forgiveness in your homes and on your tables and on your roads
and in your markets and in your gatherings and wherever you are, for you
do not know when the forgiveness will descend.”

And in the third of the four verses Allah Almighty said regarding shukr
(gratitude):

S\

\Qo'

7 ru.:a\f\ ;JUJY Jiw "2 ”"

lbrahim (14) 7: And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, If you are
grateful, | will surely increase you [in favor]

So the bounties are preserved, grow and increase by having gratitude for
them and are removed by being ungrateful for them. For gratitude is
mandatory, and it is the expression of the impacts of the blessings of Allah
Almighty on the person’s tongue through praising and admitting, and upon
one’s heart by attesting and love, and upon the limbs by submission and
obedience. And gratitude is built upon five principles. Submission of the
grateful to the One being thanked, and love for Him, and admitting His
favor and not using it for what He hates. And the only thing that many
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people know about gratitude is gratitude of the tongue. Rather they only
know a part of it and that is praising Allah Almighty in only a few instances
of blessing. And Allah Almighty said:

i
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Ad Duhaa (93) 11: And proclaim the favors of Your Lord
And in work is gratitude to Allah Almighty. Allah said:
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Saba (34) 13: Work, O family of David, in gratitude. And few of My

servants are grateful.
And the Prophet it said:
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Indeed Allah loves to see the results of his favors upon His servants.

[Jami at-Tirmidhi 2819, Grade: Hasan]

And from the consequences of a favor that a person expresses is gratitude
to Allah Almighty, praising Him for what He deserves, and spending in the
avenues of good. And this type of expression of the favor is gratitude by
speech and action. And the Prophet iisf was commanded with gratitude.
Allah Almighty said:
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Az Zumar (39) 66: Rather, worship [only] Allah and be among the
grateful.

And the believers were commanded to be grateful. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 172: O you who have believed, eat from the good [i.e.,
lawful] things which We have provided for you and be grateful to Allah
if it is [indeed] Him that you worship.

And this verse indicates that from the highest displays of servitude is
gratitude to Allah Almighty. For there is no servitude without gratitude and
no gratitude without servitude.

And in the fourth of the four verses, Allah Almighty said regarding dua
(supplication):
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Ghafir (40) 60: And your Lord says, Call upon Me, | will respond to you.

For the basis is that the response is realized for every one supplicating,
because Allah based the response upon the supplication. And Allah
promised with responding. And His promise is not broken. But the one
supplicating may unknowingly supplicate for something that may result in
harm for them. So Allah Almighty turns it away from them as a mercy to
them. And gives them better than what they asked for. And a person thinks
badly of their Lord and assumes that He did not respond to them. And this
meaning is confirmed by the Hadith narrated by Ubadah bin ASaamet, may
Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah it said:
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There is not a Muslim upon the earth who calls upon Allah with any
supplication, except that Allah grants it to him, or he turns away from
him the like of it in evil; as long as he does not supplicate for something
sinful, or the severing of the ties of kinship.” So a man from the people
said: "What if we should increase (in it)” He (5%) said: “(With) Allah is
more.” [Jami at-Tirmidhi 3573, Grade: Hasan]

And for this reason, Omar bin Al Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him,
said, | do not bear the worry of the response, rather | bear the worry of
supplicating, for if | was inspired to supplicate, the response comes with it.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

A Muslim should take care to reflect upon the verses of the Noble Qur'an,
and especially the verses that have deeds with specified rewards so that
one acts upon them and earns the rewards due upon them. For Allah
Almighty did not create the creation except to worship Him alone without
any partners. And remembrance, gratitude, seeking repentance and
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supplication are among the greatest acts of worship that bring one closer
to Allah. And for that reason commanding them was repeated in the
Qur'an. And the messengers commanded them to their followers. And the

Prophet it urged them.

And remembrance in its general meaning, includes the entire religion. And
applies to the acts of worship of the heart, the tongue, and the limbs, just
as it includes the worships of doing and desisting. And its specific meaning
is the remembrance of the tongue and the heart. And from among them is
the remembrances of the morning, evening, sleeping and waking up. And
the remembrances after the prayers and other types of remembrances
whether they are restricted to a particular situation or unrestricted.

And gratitude preserves the favors and repels the retribution. And it is
through the heart, tongue and limbs. And it is inevitable that a person will
make a mistake. They may commit a sin or fall short in an act of obedience.
So Allah ordained seeking forgiveness, to erase the effects of the sins and
replace the sins with good deeds. One follows the example of their father
Adam, peace be upon him, when he hastened to repent and seek
forgiveness after he fell into sin and ate from the forbidden tree:
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Al Bagarah (2) 37: Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words, and
He accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is He who is the Accepting of
Repentance, the Merciful.

And a person has religious needs that he wishes Allah Almighty will grant,
so they supplicates to their Lord requesting them. And a person has
worldly needs that they request from their Lord. And a person has needs of
the hereafter that a person requests Allah to grant. And a person who
makes plentiful supplication is not let down. For supplication is an act of
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worship for which a person is rewarded, in addition to what one is given of
answering their supplication. And if a person supplicates plentifully in times
of ease, then it is fitting that Allah Almighty responds to him during
adversity. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 186: And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad,],
concerning Me - indeed | am near. | respond to the invocation of the

supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by
obedience] and believe in Me that they may be [rightly] guided.

We ask Allah Almighty to teach us what benefits us and to bless us to act
upon what He taught us and to make us among His righteous servants.
Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
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in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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