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The Honoring of Humankind

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

Be conscious of Allah - the Exalted - and obey Him; for itis Allah's - the
Exalted - instruction to His servants, and the instruction of the messengers
to their followers. It is the provision in times of hardship, the escape from
difficulties, and salvation on the Day of Resurrection.
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Az-Zumar (39) 61: And Allah will save those who feared Him by their
attainment; no evil will touch them, nor will they grieve.
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Allah, the Exalted, created humankind to worship Him. And He the
Almighty honored them in a way that He did not honor any other creation.
Among the ways that Allah the Exalted honored humankind is that He
honored their father, Adam, peace be upon him, by creating him with His
own hands and instructed the angels to prostrate to him. So what honor
could be greater than this? If only humans reflected about it and
comprehended this.
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Sad: 71-78: (71) [So mention] when your Lord said to the angels,
"Indeed, | am going to create a human being from clay. (72) So when |
have proportioned him and breathed into him of My [created] soul, then
fall down to him in prostration.” (73) So the angels prostrated - all of
them entirely, (74) Except Iblees; he was arrogant and became among
the disbelievers. (75) [Allah] said, "O Iblees, what prevented you from
prostrating to that which | created with My hands? Were you arrogant
[then], or were you [already] among the haughty?" (76) He said, "l am
better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay."
(77) [Allah] said, "Then get out of it [i.e., Paradise], for indeed, you are
expelled. (78) And indeed, upon you is My curse until the Day of
Recompense."
Another honor that Allah the Exalted bestowed upon humankind is
making them stewards, owners and builders of the earth.
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Fatir (35) 39: It is He who has made you successors upon the earth.
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And from among the ways that Allah Almighty honored humankind is that
He subjected what He created to them, although they are bigger and
stronger than humans. Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Bagarah (2) 29: It is He who created for you all of that which is on the

earth.
And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Jathiyah (45) 13: And He has subjected to you whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is on the earth - all from Him.
Also, from Allah’s honoring of humans is that He instilled in them the tools

of knowledge and understanding, which are the intellect, eyes, and ears.
Thus, through them they dominated other creatures.
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An-Nahl (16) 78: And Allah has extracted you from the wombs of your
mothers not knowing a thing, and He made for you hearing and vision
and hearts [i.e., intellect] that perhaps you would be grateful.

Among the honors that Allah Almighty bestowed upon humankind is
making them the focal point for His messengers, His books, and His
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ordainments. For He Almighty sent messengers only to them.
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An-Nisa (4) 165: [We sent] messengers as bringers of good tidings and
warners so that mankind will have no argument against Allah after the
messengers. And ever is Allah Exalted in Might and Wise.

Allah Almighty revealed books only to them.
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Al-Imran (3) 3-4: (3) And He revealed the Torah and the Gospel (4)
Before, as guidance for the people. And He revealed the Criterion [i.e.,
the Qur'an].

48 o.A.a\.J\ \.>-\.@,.4/ g\éﬂrﬁmw&;—ﬁ

Al-Ma'idah (5) 48: To each of you We prescribed a law and a method.
Allah Almighty honored humankind by exclusively sending them His
messengers, Books and Divine laws for their guidance, rectification and
happiness in this world and the hereafter.

This Divine preference and honoring of humankind over other creations is
encompassed in His Words:
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Al-Isra (17) 70: And We have certainly honored the children of Adam and
carried them on the land and sea and provided for them of the good
things and preferred them over much of what We have created, with
[definite] preference.
In response to this Divine honoring of humankind, people are divided into
two groups. A group that accepted it, is honored by it, and is grateful to
their Lord for it. So they hastened to worship Him alone without any
partners, hastened in servitude to Him and adhered to his religion and
established His ordainments. And these people have honor in this world
and the Hereafter. In this world, with support, victory and dignity. Allah
Almighty said:
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Ar-Rum (30) 47: And incumbent upon Us was support of the bellevers.
And Allah Almighty said:
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As-Saffat (37) 171-173: (171) And Our word [i.e., decree] has already
preceded for Our servants, the messengers, (172) [That] indeed, they
would be those given victory (173) And [that] indeed, Our soldiers [i.e.,

the believers] will be those who overcome.
And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Munafiqun (63) 8: And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His
Messenger, and to the believers

And they will have honor and a great triumph in the Hereafter. Allah
Almighty said:
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Al-Ma’arij (70) 35: Those will be in gardens, honored.
And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Buruj (85) 11: Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous
deeds will have gardens beneath which rivers flow. That is the great
attainment.

A permanent bliss and a great dominion. No eye has ever seen it before,

no ear has ever heard it before and it is unimaginable to any human heart.
Allah Almighty said:
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As-Sajdah (32) 17: And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of
comfort for eyes [i.e., satisfaction] as reward for what they used to do.
The other group rejected Allah's honoring of them, accepting for
themselves humiliation, disgrace, punishment, and debasement. They
arrogantly turned away from their Lord, shunned His signs, disdained
servitude to Him, rejected obedience to Him, and departed from His
guardianship. They followed their desires, obeyed their devils, and
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neglected their intellects. For them is humiliation, degradation,

belittlement, and punishment.
Allah Almighty said:

18 -l G ik 4B 81 50 e S A gh 53
Al-Hajj (22) 18: And he whom Allah humiliates - for him there is no
bestower of honor. Indeed, Allah does what He wiills.
And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Furgan (25) 44: Or do you think that most of them hear or reason?
They are not except like livestock. Rather, they are [even] more astray in
[their] way.

And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Bayyinah (98) 6: Indeed, they who disbelieved among the People of
the Scripture and the polytheists will be in the fire of Hell, abiding
eternally therein. Those are the worst of creatures.

They disregarded Allah and they disobeyed Him. And had they honored
Him, He would have protected them. When a person becomes
insignificant to Allah, none will honor them, even if people honor them
outwardly due to their need for them or fear of their evil, they are
considered the most contemptible and insignificant in their hearts.

Sins have not descended upon places except that they have destroyed
them, nor have they entered upon hearts except that they have blinded
them, nor have they entered upon bodies except that they have
tormented them, nor have they entered upon any community except that
they have humiliated them, nor have they entered upon any soul except
that they corrupts them. If sins resulted in nothing but causing the person
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to be insignificant before Allah and falling from His sight, that would be
sufficient. When a person becomes insignificant to Allah, none will honor
them.

The most honored of creation before Allah are those most conscious Him.
The closest to Him in rank are those most obedient to Him. The person's
rank before Allah is determined by their obedience.

If a person disobeys Allah, they become insignificant to Him. And this
necessitates a rift between servants and their master. When this rift
occurs, the channels of goodness are cut off from the person, and the
paths of evil are opened to them. What success, hope, or life is there for
one whose channels of goodness are severed and who has cut off what is
between them and their Master, the Exalted and Glorified?
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you

from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Anyone desiring honor in this world and the Hereafter, eternal happiness,
and salvation from distresses and hardships, should fortify themselves
with iman (faith) and righteous deeds, and obedience to their Creator
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even many others go astray. For the criterion is obedience to Allah, not

obedience to humans. True success is when one comes before Allah.
Allah Almighty said:
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Ash-Shu'ara (26) 88-89: (88) The Day when there will not benefit
[anyone] wealth or children (89) But only one who comes to Allah with a
sound heart.

And there is no security for the heart except in its complete submission to
Allah, by following His entire ordainments, without picking and choosing.
For selective adherence to the Sharia is the way of those following their
whims, who divide their religion, taking from it what they desire and
rejecting what they do not desire. Allah Almighty said:
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An-Nazi'at (79) 40-41: (40) But as for he who feared the position of his
Lord and prevented the soul from [unlawful] inclination, (41) Then
indeed, Paradise will be [his] refuge.

Oh Allah, make us among the truly successful; those honored in this world
and in the Hereafter. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and

His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to

confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,

what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
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Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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