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The Importance of Dialogue

First Khutbah

s }/ ;} 0

w\))ﬂ&éiﬁbbjaaj,cwj w;,c.&aﬁ- ‘C\éj":é"\d\;
\i@\};ﬁCSQ\;%M&;},AM% 4L,U\o O/o/ U\.Q_C\uww
ST ﬂé\f}vfé:\;ﬂu\ﬁ\gzj\gi

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

In the darkest of nights, even the full moon goes missing. And amid the
turbulence of trials and disagreements that surge like waves of the ocean,
along with everyone's admiration of their own opinion, the wise person
searches for a glimmer of light to illuminate the way, or for a lifeline to
save them from the turbulence of a deep sea engulfed by waves upon

waves, over which are cyclones and whirlwinds that leave even the wise

bewildered.
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Nowadays, we live in a time whereby the channels of information have
increased and reached such rapid rates that people wake up to new
developments, and end their days with new developments. To the point
that sometimes, searching for the truth is like searching for a needle in a
haystack. Herein, lies the challenge. And the consequences are
dangerous.

And the approaches of yesterday may not be as effective as they once
were, due to the tyranny of distractions and the weakening of moral
restraint. This makes discussion and debating in the best manner the best
approach especially in the spheres of advising, guiding, upbringing,
criticizing, and disputing.

From this standpoint, we passionately highlight the need for prevailing in
the principles of dialoguing and debating in the best manner, in all
matters of life, as our true religion taught us. Our guide in this is the Book
of our Lord and the Sunnah of our Prophet iis:f. Dialogue is a refined
approach and an ideal means to reach goals with soundness, tranquility,
politeness, and effectiveness.

Dialogue, is the exchange of talking between two or more people,
intended to prove an argument, establish a right, refute a doubt, or dispel
falsehood in speech, action, or belief. It is a significant method in the
Quran and Sunnah. The Quran contains dozens of verses that include the
concept of dialogue. And the pure Sunnah is full of this style, emanating
from the prophetic character aimed at guiding people, caring for them,
and being merciful to them. As Allah says:
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Surah At-Tawbah (9:128): There has certainly come to you a Messenger
from among yourselves. Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is]
concerned over you [i.e., your guidance] and to the believers is kind and
merciful.

Dialogue in our noble religion is distinguished for its applicability in all
aspects of life, starting from matters of creed to the upbringing of
children. An example from the domain of creed is the dialogue that each
prophet had with his people, dialoguing with them in the best manner,
hoping to guide them to the straight path of Allah. ‘Oday ibn Hatim, who
was initially a Christian, entered upon the Prophet Muhammad ils:: and
heard him reciting the verse of Allah:
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Surah At-Tawbah (9:31): They have taken their scholars and monks as
lords besides Allah, and [also] the Messiah, the son of Mary.

'‘Oday said, "We do not worship them." The Prophet il replied:
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As for them, they did not worship them, but when they made something
lawful for them, they considered it lawful, and when they made something
unlawful for them, they considered it unlawful. [Sahih AtTirmithi 3095,
Grade: Hassan (Albani)]

This is an example of the Prophet's st dialogue in matters of creed, to
serve as a beacon for every Muslim, eager to guide others, to follow the
guidance of the Prophet iisi. Allah the Exalted says:
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Surah Al-Ahzab (33:21): There has certainly been for you in the
Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern for anyone whose hope is in
Allah and the Last Day and [who] remembers Allah often.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Indeed, engaging in wholesome and constructive dialogue is the best
way to reach the truth and certainty for those who have a heart or lend an
ear while being attentive.

When lust takes control of a person’s heart, and their heart longs for sin,
mere reproach, rebuke and reprimand, far from the approach of
constructive dialogue, are unlikely to uproot the lure of indulging in
desires. This is where the true benefits of dialogue lie.

A young man once came to the Prophet Muhammad st and said:
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O Messenger of Allah, grant me permission to commit adultery. The
people around him reprimanded him, saying, "Woe to you." But the
Prophet said, "Bring him closer." So the young man came close and sat
down. The Prophet asked him, "Would you like it for your mother?" He
replied, "No, by Allah, may | be sacrificed for you." The Prophet said, "Nor
do people like it for their mothers." He asked, "Would you like it for your
daughter?" He replied, "No, by Allah, may | be sacrificed for you." The
Prophet asked him, "Would you like it for your sister?" He replied, "No, by
Allah, may | be sacrificed for you." The Prophet said, "Nor do people like it
for their sisters." The Prophet asked him, "Would you like it for your
paternal aunts?" He replied, "No, by Allah, may | be sacrificed for you."
The Prophet said, "Nor do people like it for their paternal aunts." The
Prophet asked him, "Would you like it for your maternal aunts?" He
replied, "No, by Allah, may | be sacrificed for you." The Prophet said, "Nor
do people like it for their maternal aunts." Then the Prophet placed his
hand on the young man and supplicated, "O Allah, forgive his sin, purify

his heart, and guard his chastity." After that, the young man never turned
to anything sinful. [Ahmad 22211, Grade: Sahih]

This is the essence of dialogue and its impact in clarifying matters and
removing doubts, and extinguishing the blind flames of lust and desire.
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Dialogue is also crucial in removing the cloud of suspicion and doubt that
leads to falsely questioning motivations and honor. A Bedouin came to

the Prophet ilsf and said:

N Jo s e 21 Lo il Jp 4 Juas 321 By 520 GSE &, Gl )

¢ 5)35 g2 f)l 13\3 “fﬁ}j o e L}Jb 13\3 cj.fg :3\3 c*’\éﬂ}ﬁ W :3\3 c‘:_;é :3\3 ‘?L)'il o
Jy et e 1o Jay 106 G5 Gre el Jpu b o6 b2\5 G5 (o G 2 Jls

LA0R g\.;.’;Y;\ L; 43 ,a.>-° %J/é

$\8)
$\8)

My wife has given birth to a dark-complexioned boy, and | have disowned
him. The Messenger of Allah 25 said to him, 'Do you have camels?' He
replied, 'Yes.' The Prophet asked, 'What color are they?' He said, 'Red."
The Prophet asked, 'lIs there any grey in them?' He said, 'Indeed, there is
some grey.' The Prophet said, 'How do you think that came about?' The
man said, 'O Messenger of Allah, perhaps it is a strain [in their lineage].'
The Prophet said, And perhaps this [boy] has a strain [like that]," and he
did not permit him to disown the child. [Bukhari 7314, Muslim 1500]

This dialogue removed the man’s suspicions and ill thoughts towards his
wife, thereby cutting the roots of doubt and closing the door to family
discord. How great is the impact of dialogue when someone is skilled,
calm, purposeful, driven by sincerity and the pursuit of truth and far from
slandering and quarreling.

In the realm of raising children, dialogue has a more profound impact
than mere instruction or forced imposition. Once, the Prophet
Muhammad ils: saw Al-Hasan bin Ali - may Allah be pleased with them -
putting a date from the charity dates in his mouth. The Prophet it said:
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'Kakh' (an expression of disapproval). 'Kakh' (an expression of
disapproval), leave it. Do you not know that we do not eat (what is given
in) charity. [Bukhari 3072, Muslim 1069a]

Indeed upbringing coupled with explaining the rationale and wisdom is
superior to upbringing devoid of it. And if mere prohibition was sufficient
in upbringing, the Prophet st would have sufficed with saying 'Kakh' (an
expression of disapproval). However, adding some dialogue with
reasoning instilled the correct understanding, rather than imposing it
without the slightest explanation.

Any society that cultivates proficiency in conveying ideas convincingly
through dialogue and transparency and debating in the best manner and
not in the roughest fashion, will convey ideas with clarity and
understanding and without arrogance. If the outcome is not as desired, at
least the evidence was established, and one's duty is fulfilled, echoing the
believer's sentiment in the Quran:
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Ghafir (40:44): So you will remember what | [now] say to you, and |

entrust my affair to Allah. Indeed, Allah is Seeing of [His] servants.

We ask Allah Almighty to enlighten our hearts with Iman and bless us with
wisdom to convey the truth in the best manner. Indeed Allah is Al
Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and

His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to

confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,

what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
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Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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