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Hardness of the Heart 

First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيعِتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِائَِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَدِاهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي( 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمََآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and 
die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

Indeed, within humans is a small lump of flesh, that is the most wondrous 
of matters within them, and the most hopeful for reviving them. It is a 
foundation for their character, but a small part of their body. It has 
elements of wisdom and the opposites of that. Through its refinement and 
purity, Allah distinguishes the evil from the good. The body's 
righteousness depends upon its rectification and its corruption upon its 
degradation. Indeed, it is the heart. 
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The hearts of human beings, like other living beings, are essential for life 
and development. The wise all agree that human hearts may rust as iron 
rusts, or dry out as udders dry up. Therefore, they need polishing, 
moistening, and refining, which remove dryness and rust from them, and 
then the heart becomes soft and tender. 

Know that the hardness and harshness of the heart against following the 
truth is a characteristic of the previous communities and the polytheists. 
Allah Almighty condemned them for it. Allah Almighty said:  

أِ ةرَاجَِلۡٱكَ هََِف كَِلٰذَ دِعۡبَ نۢمِّ مكُبُوُلُق تۡسََق َّمثُ
َ
أ وۡ
َ

 ۚ ةٗوَسَۡق ُّدشَ
Al-Baqarah (2) 74: Then your hearts became hardened after that, being 
like stones or even harder.  

And Allah Almighty said:  

   ۖ ةٗيَسِٰقَ مۡهُبَوُلُق انَۡلعَجَوَ مۡهَُّٰنعََل مۡهُقَٰثَيمِّ مهِضِقۡنَ امَِبَف
Al-Ma'idah (5) 13: So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed them 
and made their hearts hard. 

And Allah Almighty said:  

  ۚ َِّ_ٱِ ركِۡذ نمِّ مهُبُوُلُقِ ةيَسِٰقَۡلِّل لٞيۡوََف
Az-Zumar (39) 22: So woe to those whose hearts are hardened against 
the remembrance of Allah. 

As for gentleness and tenderness, they are perfection in a person's 
nature, an excellence that elevates them and makes them alive, pulsating 
with love and compassion.  

On the other hand, a hard-hearted person is one who is enslaved by 
overwhelming deficiency and dominating harshness, and their actions, 
opinions, and outlooks are controlled by rotten hardness. It suppresses 
their achievement and throws them off balance.  Thus, they drag the 
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troubles of this world and the hereafter with them.  For indeed, only the 
one admiring themselves and their nature is cruel to people. 

And no one has been seen being cruel to those below them, except that 
Allah afflicts them with humiliation from those above them. Not to 
mention that one of the greatest consequences is that the punished 
person does not feel the punishment. And even worse is to find joy in 
what is actually a punishment, like being happy with the hardness of the 
heart and the ability to commit sins.  Malik ibn Dinar, may Allah have 
mercy on him, said: 

No one is afflicted with a punishment greater than hardness of the heart, 
and Allah does not become angry with a people but He removes mercy 
from their hearts. 

Harshness, does not go away, and what good can it do? Rather, it has 
nothing but what Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan, may Allah be pleased with 
them, said: 

I am not harsh towards those I control and have power over, and I am not 
harsh towards those I do not control and cannot impact. There is no 
wealth like gentleness, and no poverty like harshness. And it is not 
concealed from us that poverty may lead to disbelief (through 
hopelessness and despair ).  

So, I wonder, what drives a person to harden their heart? 

Is it an innate nature that the harsh one claims to be their disposition? 
Certainly not, for Allah Almighty says:  

أ مْه7ُغِ#وَ مْه7ُكُل ءَافََنحُ يدِاَبعِ تُقَْلخَ ِِّ%#وَ
َ
كحاَتجْاَف يُنطِاَي7شلا مُهُْتيَ

 مْهَُْ

Indeed I created My servants with the natural disposition to worship 
Allah alone without any partners, but the devils led them astray. [Muslim 
2865a] 
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Or is it a shortcoming that one finds within themselves, and then covers it 
up with harshness and cruelty to deceive themselves?  

Or is it envy and spite and vanity? Or is it intoxication like the intoxication 
of wine? By which it overcomes its drinker until they become intoxicated, 
and when they become intoxicated, they continue until they becomes 
addicted? 

Whichever it may be, harshness is a despicable trait and a detestable 
characteristic. It drives the minds of those having it to commit actions that 
detract from decency. Until the concepts of life turn upside down for 
those afflicted by it and they say things like, “if you are not a wolf, the 
wolves will eat you”, and “if you do not act ignorantly, people will act 
ignorantly towards you”, and “eat others before you are eaten”.  

Indeed, the heart becomes hard and harsh in societies filled with clamor, 
disfunction, and constant levity, overabundance and dazzling blessings, 
and the abundance of gossip. The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

لا ةَثَْركَ 7نإَِف
ْ

كذِ يِْرغَِب مِكََلا
ْ
ق 7ِبا رِ

لِل ةٌوَسَْ
ْ
لقَ
ْ

  بِ

Indeed excessive talk without remembrance of Allah hardens the heart. 
[Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2411, Grade: Hasan] 

In this manner, the heart becomes indifferent to the pains of the masses, 
and rejects calls for rectification from living hearts. People, in reality, are 
only endowed with a soft heart when they experience different situations 
in life. Then they feel the loneliness of the orphan, feel compassion for the 
wronged, feel the loss of the bereaved, and feel the hardship of the 
afflicted. A man complained to the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم about the 
hardness of his heart, and he صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

أو ،مِيت^ا سَأر حْسما
َ

 يَنكسلما مِعِطْ
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Wipe the head of an orphan and feed the poor.  [Albani (Hidayat alruwa) 
4930, Grade: Sahih] 

Some people have followed the path of hardness of the heart, thus 
neglecting the Book of Allah Almighty. Their hearts do not tremble when 
it is recited, as if their hearts were made of solid rock, and they turned 
away. And people are between going forward and backwards.  Lessons 
are recited, and examples are heard and recited. However, it enters one 
ear and exits the other, except for those whom Allah has mercy upon. To 
the point that the hearts have died while alive, and lived as if they were 
not worth mentioning. Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, said: 

Allah expected patience from the hearts of the believers, and then 
reproached them after thirteen years from the revelation of the Quran with 
His words:  

أ
َ
أَي مَۡل

ۡ
أْ اوٓنُمَاءَ نَيَِّلِل نِ

َ
أ نَيَِّلٱكَْ اوُنوكَُي rَوَ قِّلَۡٱ نَمِ لَزََن امَوَِ َّ_ٱ رِكۡلِِ مۡهُبُوُلُق عَشَۡتَ ن

ُ
ْ اوُتو

لۡٱ مُهِيَۡلعَ لَاطَفَ لُبۡقَ نمِ بَٰتَكِۡلٱ
َ
  نَوقُسِٰفَ مۡهُنۡمِّٞ يِثكَوَۖ مۡهُبُوُلُق تۡسَقَفَ دُمَ

Al-Hadid (57) 16: Has the time not come for those who have believed 
that their hearts should become humbly submissive at the remembrance 
of Allah and what has come down of the truth? And let them not be like 
those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed 
over them, so their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly 
disobedient. 

What are thirteen years since the revelation of the Quran compared to 
fifteen centuries of time? Indeed, the gap is vast, and the hardness is more 
severe.  

Thus, people shall be conscious of their Lord, and not allow hardness to 
find a place in their heart, for tenderness comes with being gentle, and 
kindness with being kind. And the period of inattentiveness does not 
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matter for the one who has awakened if their intention is sincere and their 
resolve is firm. In the past it was said, that water, even if it is heated for a 
long time, still extinguishes a fire if it is poured on it. May Allah have 
mercy on a person with a praiseworthy path, a pure inner self, who has 
erased the mark of hardness and has been relieved of it, and spared from 
the suffering of its pain. There is no clearer or more wonderful example 
than someone who experienced both states, in ignorance and in Islam. 
Umar ibn Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, said:  

Know that this sternness has multiplied, but it is only towards those who 
wrong and transgress against Muslims. As for the people of peace, faith, 
and moderation, I am softer to them than some of them are to each other. 
I will not allow anyone to wrong or transgress against another until I put 
his cheek on the ground and place my foot on their other cheek, until he 
submits to the truth. And after my sternness, I would put my cheek on the 
ground for the people of modesty and austerity. 

Allah Almighty said:  

أ ۥٓهُعَمَ نَيَِّلٱوَۚ َِّ_ٱ لُوسَُّر دَّٞمَُّم
َ

 29 حتفلا-مۡهُنَيَۡب ءُٓاحََرُِ راَّفكُۡلٱ ََ� ءُٓاَّدشِ

Al-Fath (48) 29: Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with 
him are forceful against the disbelievers, merciful among themselves. 

 
 

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  ُهورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you 
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 
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لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا ُهدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَيْشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ ُهدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

There is nothing more comforting for a believer, more dispelling of their 
worries, or more pleasing to their eyes than living with a tender heart, not 
a hard one, cleared from the stains of malice and the chaos of harshness. 
For the hardness of the heart is a tiring disease, and at the same time, it is 
a fair disease, afflicting the hard-hearted to the extent that they harshly 
treat others. How quickly faith seeps away from the hard heart, as liquid 
seeps from a cracked vessel. Abdullah ibn Amr, may Allah be pleased 
with them, reported: It was asked, O Messenger of Allah, who are the best 
people? He صلى الله عليه وسلم replied:  

لا مِومُْمَخ ُّكُل
ْ
لقَ
ْ

لا مُومُْمَخ امَفَ هُُفرِعْغَ نِاسَِّللا قُودُصَ اوُلاَق . " نِاسَِّللا قِودُصَ بِ
ْ
لقَ
ْ

 وَهُ " لَاَق بِ
  .دَسَحَ لاَوَ 7لغِ لاَوَ غَْىنَ لاَوَ هِيفِ مَعْإِ لاَ ُّقِي7جا ُّقِي7كحا

Everyone who is pure of heart and sincere in speech. They said: Sincere 
in speech, we know, but what is pure of heart? He said: It is (the heart) 
that is pious and pure, with no sin, injustice, rancor or envy in it.  [Sunan 
Ibn Majah 4216, Grade: Sahih] 

Indeed, one whose heart is tender is authentic in opinion, high in resolve, 
lofty in purpose, instilling in themselves the spirit of dignity, the refusal of 
injustice, and love for both the near and the far. And whoever has a hard 
heart is ill-natured, low in aspiration, gloomy, narrow-minded, greedy, 
leading others to the depths of disgrace, and their eyes are veiled with 
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ignorance and foolishness, and the result is overwhelming wretchedness 
and despair that destroys the heart. And the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

أ 7نِ#وَ
َ
لا 7ِبا نَمِ سِا7جا دَعَنْ

ْ
لقَ
ْ

لا بُ
ْ
 ِ|اقَ

And indeed the furthest of people from Allah is the hard-hearted. [Jami` 
at-Tirmidhi 2411, Grade: Hasan] 

O Allah, we seek refuge in You from a heart that does not humble itself, 
from a supplication that is not heard, from a soul that is not satisfied, and 
from knowledge that does not benefit. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, 
Answering.  

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن mََ اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ    
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا mََ نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 امَيِف ال كِْرابَوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّن� كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ

 

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
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those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be 
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُ يِْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَ يِْخَ نْمِ كَُل

أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You 
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we 
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and 
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from 
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for 
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and 
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it, 
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree 
concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَي� نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُعَِي ،غِْلَْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving 
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He 
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


