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Steadfastness in the Face of Trials 

First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيعِتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِائَِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَدِاهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي( 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمََآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and 
die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

Iman (faith) and Allah-consciousness are reasons for test and trials. And 
the reward for steadfastness in them is paradise as vast as the heavens 
and the earth. Paradise is surrounded by the disliked just as Hell is 
surrounded by the desires. The best of creation, the messengers and 
prophets, peace be upon them, were the most severely tested. The trials 
they faced are unbearable for others. As Allah Almighty says in the Quran 
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أ
َ
أ مْتُْبسِحَ مْ

َ
أَي امََّلوَ ةَنَّلَا اوُلخُدَْت نْ

ْ
أَلا مُهُْتسَّمَ مْكُِلْبقَ نْمِ اوَْلخَ نَيلَِّا لُثَمَ مْكُِت

ْ
 ءُاسَ

أِ Wا صَُْن تَمَ هُعَمَ اونُمََآ نَيلَِّاوَ لُوسُرَّلا لَوقُيَ تَّحَ اوُلِزْلزُوَ ءُاضََّّلاوَ
َ

X ا صََْن نَِّإW ِبٌيِرَق-
 214 ةرقلا

Surah Al-Baqarah (2) 214: Or do you think that you will enter Paradise 
while such [trial] has not yet come to you as came to those who passed 
on before you? They were touched by poverty and hardship and were 
shaken until [even their] messenger and those who believed with him 
said, "When is the help of Allāh?" Unquestionably, the help of Allāh is 
near. 

When the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was asked which of the people is tried 
the most severely, he replied: 

لا
َ
لا مَّثُ ءُايَِبْن

َ
لاَف لُثَمْ

َ
ُ هؤnََُب دَّتَشْا ابًْلصُ هُنُيِد نَكَ نِْإَفِ هِنيِد بِسَحَ fََ لُجُرَّلا لَتَْبيُفَ لُثَمْ

qْلَِتُْبا ةٌَّقِرِ هِنيِد فِ نَكَ ن fََ ََلْا حُبََْي امَفَِ هِنيِد بِسَحnَُشِمْيَ هُكَتَُْي تَّحَ دِْبعَْلاِب ء fََ 
لا

َ
  ةٌئَيطِخَِ هْيَلعَ امَ ضِرْ

The Prophets, then those nearest to them, then those nearest to them. A 
man is tried according to his religion; if he is firm in his faith, then his 
trials are more severe, and if he is frail in his faith, then he is tried 
according to the strength of his faith. The servant shall continue to be 
tried until he is left walking upon the earth without any sins. [Jami` at-
Tirmidhi 2398, Grade: Hasan] 

 In the month of Shawwal in the fifth year of the Hijra, the Prophet 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and his noble companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them, faced a severe trial. The Arabs besieged them in one united front. 
And multitudes of polytheists gathered against them. And they 
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encountered the treachery of the tribe of Banu an-Nadir and the 
abandonment of the hypocrites, in an incident called the Battle of the 
Ahzab (confederates). And clear verses were revealed, describing its 
severity and hardship, that will be recited until the end of time. 

Quraysh sought revenge for their defeat in Badr, and were encouraged 
by a group from Banu an-Nadir, who were bitter about being expelled 
from Medina to Khaybar for breaking their treaty with the Muslims. A 
group from Banu an-Nadir went to Mecca to encourage the polytheists to 
attack Medina. Then a delegation went to the Ghtfaan tribe, one of the 
largest tribes of Central Arabia at the time, and enticed them to ally with 
the polytheists for half the produce of Khaybar. Many tribes, including 
Ashja’, Bani Sulaim, Bani Murrah, Bani Kinaanah, and the people of 
Tuhaamah, joined this large assembly, referred to by Allah as Al Ahzab 
(the Confederates), aiming for Medina. When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم learned of 
their approach, he consulted his companions. Salman the Persian, may 
Allah be pleased with him, suggested digging a trench to prevent the 
polytheists from reaching Medina, which the Muslims did. 

Along with the fear of their enemy, and the onslaught of the polytheists, 
they were faced with severe starvation and painful hunger as they dug the 
trench. As this happened during winter, it was cold. And the cold of winter 
can only be alleviated by food, but there was no food. Digging is hard 
and exhausting, and a hungry person cannot do it. They were beset by a 
lack of means, intense hunger, and fear of the enemy. Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, in describing the food that came to them while 
they were digging the trench:  

لا ىِدََي يََْنب عُضَوُت ةٍخَنِسَ ةٍَلاهَِإِب مْهَُل عَُنصُْيفَ يِرع0ِشلا نَمِ 0فىكَ ءِلْمِِب نَوَْتؤُْي
ْ
لاوَ ،مِوْقَ

ْ
 ،عٌاَيجِ مُوْقَ

لحا فِي ةٌعَشَِب هَْىوَ
ْ
لَ
ْ

 تٌِْننمُ حٌيرِ اهََلوَ قِ
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They were brought a handful of barley which was cooked in stale, rancid 
fat, that was placed before the hungry people. And it had an unpleasant 
taste and was difficult to swallow and had a foul odor.  [Bukhari 4100] 

This toiling and hunger continued for several days, with them finding 
nothing to eat, to the extent that they tied stones to their bellies, as 
happened to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, said:  

نِإ
لخا مَوَْي ا$

ْ
نح قِدَْنَ

َ
 ةٌَيدْكُِ هذِهَ اوُلاقَفَ ملسو هيلع هللا لىص $بِي$جا اوءُاجََف ،ةٌدَيدِشَ ةٌَيدْكُ تْضَرَعَفَ رُفِْ

لخا فِي تْضَرَعَ
ْ
أ " لَاقَفَ ،قِدَْنَ

َ
كوَ ،رٍجََبِح بٌوصُعْمَ هُُنطْبَوَ مَاَق $معُ ." لٌزِاَن اَن

َ
أ ةََثلاََث اَنْثِ

َ
 اًقاوَذَ قُوذَُن لاَ مٍا$ي

… 

On the day of the trench, we were digging and came across a large rock. 
We went to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and said, 'This rock is blocking our work in 
the trench.' He said, 'I will come down.' Then he stood up, his belly was 
braced with a stone (to ease the pain of hunger). We stayed for three 
days without tasting anything. [Bukhari 4101] 

The trials continued and their afflictions intensified.  While they were in 
this difficult situation, a rumor spread among the people that the Banu 
Quraydha, within the city, had broken their treaty with the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and 
were planning to ally with the polytheists against the Muslims. 

When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم confirmed this news, he said: 

Allah is the Greatest, rejoice, O community of Muslims. 

It is good tidings due to the severity of the trial, and optimism in the 
nearness of what Allah Almighty has promised despite the great distress 
and the dire situation.  
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Such was the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم unwavering certainty in Allah Almighty, 
regardless of the extent of the hardship, the severity of the distress, and 
the intensity of the trial. 

Added to these trials and tribulations that came successively upon the 
Muslims, hardship after hardship, one after the other, each new one 
making them forget the previous one, was the emergence of hypocrisy. 
And the betrayal of the hypocrites in the midst of the Muslim community. 
And attempting to demoralize the Muslims by spreading rumors and fear 
about the strength of the polytheists, and by openly withdrawing from the 
army. To the point that the spokesman for the hypocrites said, 
Muhammad promised us the treasures of Khosrow (Kisra) and Caesar, yet 
one of us cannot even go to relieve himself (out of fear). Another said, Our 
homes are exposed to the enemy, so give us permission to return home. 

It was a great trial and severe distress, that could only be withstood by 
those strong in faith and certainty, along with fortification from Allah and 
His strengthening their hearts. Imagine the combination of fear and 
hunger on the weak human psyche, a fierce enemy besieging the city 
intent on annihilating the Muslims, outnumbering them by threefold, an 
internal enemy determined to break the pact and betray the Muslims, and 
the rejoicing hypocrites revealing their true colors. Who could stand firm 
in the face of such an immense trial and face these successive tests with 
steadfastness and certainty? 

The Quran precisely and eloquently describes this great trial and the 
severe distress that befell the believers:  

أ نْمِوَ مْكُِقوَْف نْمِ مْكُوءُاجَْ ذِإ
َ

لا تِغَازَْ ذq مْكُْنمِ لَفَسْ
َ
 رَجِانَلَا بُوُلقُلا تِغََلبَوَ رُاصَْب

  11 بازحلا-ادًيدِشَ Xازَْلِز اوُلِزْلزُوَ نَونُمِؤْمُلا لَِتُْبا كَِلانَهُ اَنونُظُّلاِ Wاِب نَونُّظُتَوَ
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Al-Ahzab (33) 10-11: (10) [Remember] when they came at you from 
above you and from below you, and when eyes shifted [in fear], and 
hearts reached the throats, and you assumed about Allāh [various] 
assumptions.  (11) There the believers were tested and shaken with a 
severe shaking. 

Yes, eyes shifted in fear due to the severity of calamity and distress, and 
hearts went out of their places due to fear and fright. This is the natural 
fear of human beings, regardless of who they are.  

Allah Almighty recounts the statements of the hypocrites intended to 
spread fear and weaken the believers, while strengthening the 
disbelievers:  

qا اَندَعَوَ امَ ضٌرَمَ مْهِِبوُلُق فِ نَيلَِّاوَ نَوقُِفانَمُلا لُوقُيَْ ذWُ َإ لُُوسُرَوXِ ُارًورُغ qتَْلاَقْ ذ 
أ اَي مْهُْنمِ ةٌفَِئاطَ

َ
أتَسَْيوَ اوعُجِرْاَف مْكَُل مَاقَمُ X بَِثَْي لَهْ

ْ
 نَِّإ نَوُلوقُيَ بََِّّلا مُهُْنمِ قٌيِرَف نُِذ

  13 بازحلا-ارًارَِف Xِإ نَودُيِرُي نِْإ ةٍرَوْعَِب هَِ امَوٌَ ةرَوْعَ انَتَويُبُ
Al-Ahzab (33) 12-13: (12) And [remember] when the hypocrites and 
those in whose hearts is disease said, "Allāh and His Messenger did not 
promise us except delusion," (13) And when a faction of them said, "O 
people of Yathrib, there is no stability for you [here], so return [home]." 
And a party of them asked permission of the Prophet, saying, "Indeed, 
our houses are exposed [i.e., unprotected]," while they were not 
exposed. They did not intend except to flee. 

The hypocrites thought the Muslims would be annihilated, but the 
believers were certain what Allah Almighty promised them was true and 
that He Almighty would make them prevail, even if the polytheists disliked 
it. 
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With the intensification of the trial, and the severity of distress, came relief 
from Allah Almighty. Discord and disagreement broke out and spread 
among the Confederates, and unity turned into disunity. Then the 
Confederates disbanded and dispersed.  

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  ُهورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you 
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 

لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا ُهدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَيْشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ ُهدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

The Battle of the Trench was a difficult trial and test, which the true 
believers passed, while the hypocrites failed. Quranic verses were sent 
down to expose the hypocrites and reveal their hidden flaws, and praise 
the believers for their patience and steadfastness, and for facing these 
trials with contentment and submission to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 

It is noteworthy that the verse commanding following the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is 
interspersed within the verses that describe this battle and its details:  

أِ Wا لِوسُرَ فِ مْكَُل نَكَ دْقََل
ُ

-ايًِثكَ Wَا رَكَذَوَ رَخَِلا مَوَْلاوَ Wَا وجُرَْي نَكَ نْمَِل ةٌنَسَحٌَ ةوَسْ
  21 بازحلا
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Al-Ahzab (33) 21: There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of 
Allāh an excellent pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allāh and the Last 
Day and [who] remembers Allāh often. 

Ibn Kathir, may Allah have mercy on him, said, this noble verse is a great 
basis for following the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم  in his words, actions, and 
conditions. This is why, Allah Almighty commanded people to emulate 
the Prophet’s  صلى الله عليه وسلم patience, perseverance, striving and waiting for relief 
from his Lord, Almighty and Majestic, on the Day of the Confederates.  

In the next verse, Allah Almighty describes His believing servants who 
believe in Allah’s promises and the good outcomes that they will attain in 
this world and the hereafter. Allah Almighty said:  

أرَ امََّلوَ
َ

لا نَونُمِؤْمُلا ى
َ
 مْهُدَازَ امَوَ لُُوسُرَوَ Wُا قَدَصَوَ لُُوسُرَوَ Wُا اَندَعَوَ امَ اذَهَ اوُلاَق بَازَحْ

 22 بازحلا-امًيِلسَْتوَ اًنامَيِإ Xِإ
Al-Ahzab (33) 22: And when the believers saw the companies, they said, 
"This is what Allāh and His Messenger had promised us, and Allāh and 
His Messenger spoke the truth." And it increased them only in faith and 
acceptance. 

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, and Qatada said they meant 
Allah's words in Surah Al-Baqarah:  

أ
َ
أ مْتُْبسِحَ مْ

َ
أَي امََّلوَ ةَنَّلَا اوُلخُدَْت نْ

ْ
أَلا مُهُْتسَّمَ مْكُِلْبقَ نْمِ اوَْلخَ نَيلَِّا لُثَمَ مْكُِت

ْ
 ءُاسَ

أِ Wا صَُْن تَمَ هُعَمَ اونُمََآ نَيلَِّاوَ لُوسُرَّلا لَوقُيَ تَّحَ اوُلِزْلزُوَ ءُاضََّّلاوَ
َ

X ا صََْن نَِّإW ِبٌيِرَق-
 214 ةرقلا

Al-Baqarah (2) 214: Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while 
such [trial] has not yet come to you as came to those who passed on 
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before you? They were touched by poverty and hardship and were 
shaken until [even their] messenger and those who believed with him 
said, "When is the help of Allāh?" Unquestionably, the help of Allāh is 
near. 

How much Muslims, in these times, need to study the life of the Prophet 
 ,and be certain that what they endure of harm, trials, disasters صلى الله عليه وسلم
calamities, or tests, was even more severe for the early Muslims. They 
remained patient and steadfast in their faith, and did not change or alter 
to please anyone, regardless of their power or their threats and 
intimidation. Allah Almighty granted them a good outcome in this world 
with victory and support, and was pleased with their actions so He 
pleased them, and was pleased with them.  

So whatever calamities, trials and afflictions that we face, whether major or 
minor, whether on an individual or community level, whether 
psychological or physical, whether in health or wealth, let us emulate our 
beloved Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم in remaining optimistic, and remaining steadfast 
upon our faith and having certainty in the good outcomes for the 
believers in this world and the next. 

We ask Allah Almighty to make us among those who face trials with 
patience, optimism and steadfastness. Indeed Allah is All Hearing 
Answering. 

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن mََ اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ    
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا mََ نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 امَيِف ال كِْرابَوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّن� كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ

 

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be 
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُ يِْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَ يِْخَ نْمِ كَُل

أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You 
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we 
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and 
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Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from 
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for 
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and 
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it, 
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree 
concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَي� نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُعَِي ،غِْلَْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving 
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He 
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


