Khutbah.info

The Unifying Worship of Hajj
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

During the months of Hajj, convoys of pilgrims set off, heading to the
Sacred House of Allah, affirming allegiance to the Lord of this House. And
those convoys successively increase. And when the season approaches it
turns into an active and tireless race. They cut across land, sea and air,
coming to this House from the East and the West, displaying humility and
submission to Allah. They recite talbiyah, magnify, glorify and exalt Allah
Almighty. Whenever, they ascend a hill or descend into a valley, they

make remembrance of Allah and praise Him. The Prophet €% said:
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There is no (pilgrim) who recites the Talbiyah but that which is to his
right and left also recites it, rocks and trees and hills, to the farthest ends
of the earth in each direction, from here and from there. [Sunan Ibn
Majah 2921, Grade: Hasan]

A few reflections upon the verses of Hajj in the Book of Allah Almighty, are
sufficient to reveal some of the secrets of Hajj and its wisdom, and what it
contains of improvement and refinement, and the fundamentals of
abandoning sin that leads to the horizons of goodness.

These reflections represent the greatest wisdoms and aims of this great
ritual. Indeed, it is contemplation upon the tawhid of Allah Almighty, for
which the ancient house was built and was made the aim of people from
all over the globe; to fuel the ritual of oneness of worship and dedication
to Allah alone, who has no partner. Allah Almlghty said in Surah Al HaJJ
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Al Hajj (22) 26: And [mention, O Muhammad], when We designated for
Abraham the site of the House, [saying], Do not associate anything with
Me

Then the Almighty says after mentioning some of the aims of Hajj and its
rulings:
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Al Hajj (22) 30-31: (30) So avoid the uncleanliness of idols and avoid
false statement, (31) Inclining [only] to Allah, not associating [anything]
with Him.
Then Allah Almighty describes the danger of shirk (associating of others
with Allah), the bad consequence for the one making shirk (associating of
others with Allah) and the ugly situation that it represents. Allah Almighty
said:
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Al Hajj (22) 31: And he who associates with Allah - it is as though he had
fallen from the sky and was snatched by the birds or the wind carried him
down into a remote place.

Then the Almighty praises those sincere to Him and those magnifying His
command and upholding His limits. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Hajj (22) 32: That [is so]. And whoever honors the symbols [i.e., rites]
of Allah - indeed, it is from the piety of hearts.

Oh Muslims, if you worship Allah with insight from Allah seeking the
reward of Allah and leave the prohibitions of Allah with insight from Allah
fearing the punishment of Allah, then you have fully realized
consciousness of Allah in the reality of your life; through which you fulfill
the rights entrusted to you towards your Creator and towards your
brothers in religion.
That is why, the talbiyah of tawhid made by the pilgrim upon entering the
Hajj rite, is the most prominent manifestation of Hajj. The pilgrim recites:
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Here | am, O Allah, here | am. Here | am, You have no partner, here | am.
Verily all praise and blessings are Yours, and all sovereignty, You have no
partner). [Bukhari 5915, Muslim 1184]

In this talbiyah is a declaration of responding to Allah and a manifestation
of obeying Him and complying with His command, the Most High, for
which He is entitled, for the necessary praise and gratitude, because He is
singled out for tawhid and singled out for divinity, lordship and the most
beautiful names and lofty attributes. Therefore, it is not permissible for the
ones saying “Here | am, O Allah, here | am”, to humble themselves to
anyone other than Allah. And they should only plead to their Lord and
should only seek help from Him and only seek refuge from Him. So then
their prayer will only be for the sake of Allah and their Hajj will only be for
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the sake of Allah and their rituals will only be for the sake of Allah. For
Allah is their Master, their Sovereign and the Rectifier of their interests and
the Disposer of their affairs.

And all of the manifestations of Hajj indicate this purpose. For all the
Muslims are like one body. During the blessed Hajj pilgrimage, they live
moments in which embody the meanings of Allah-consciousness and the
foundation of strong brotherhood, which builds bonds between Muslims
in spite of the diversity of their languages and colors. For when the
pilgrims replace their usual clothing with the unified Hajj garments, they
become of one appearance. And they proceed to one Lord reciting one
talbiyah. And they all perform tawaf (circumambulate) around one House.
And they perform one ritual.

This living image is one of the ripe fruits of Allah-consciousness, which
suggests to people that there are no acceptable reasons for them to have
division and disharmony. And there is no reason for the arrogant to be
arrogant and the haughty to be haughty. And there is no reason to be
proud of one's pedigree, lineage, or titles. Rather if Allah-consciousness
takes hold in a believers’ souls, it will make them realize the evident that
Allah Almighty derived people’s races and lineages from the same two
parents, to make Eve's womb a vast gathering place where relations are
connected and bonds are strengthened. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Hujurat (49) 13: O mankind, indeed We have created you from male
and female and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one
another.

Through Allah-consciousness a person is honored and elevated like
Suhaib Al Rumi was elevated and Salman Al Farisi was honored, both
whom left their lands to embrace the truth, may Allah be pleased with
them all. And with loss of Allah-consciousness, humiliation and disgrace is
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realized and Allah lowers the one not having it like He lowered Abu Lahab
with shirk (associating others with Allah) and disbelief.

It is Allah-consciousness that made Muhammad € , who was one of the

nobles of Quraysh, marry his paternal aunt, Zainab bint Jahsh Al-
Asadiyyah, to Zaid bin Harithah - may Allah Almighty be pleased with

them, while he had previously been a servant of the Prophet €. And the
Prophet €& said to the clan of Banu Bayadah regarding Abu Hind, who

was one of their servants:
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Oh Banu Bayadah, marry Abu Hind (to one of your daughters), and marry
from him (his children). [Sunan Ibn Majah 2887, Grade: Sahih]
The stability of individuals and societies can only be achieved by adhering
to religion and holding on to Islam, as the drowning person clings to a
lifeline. And the blessed season of Hajj draws people to religion and
reminds them of Allah's rights. It increases the readiness of those with
sound souls to change what is within themselves so that Allah can change
what has befallen them. Allah Almighty said:
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Ar Rad (13) 11: Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people
until they change what is in themselves.
Indeed Allah reminds people in the verses of Hajj of the necessity of this
religion for them, and that every community that neglects the commands
of its religion and obstructs the ordainments of their Lord and takes them
lightly or hesitantly, is in reality, neglecting their greatest source of power,
and obstructing the means of their prosperity in this world and the
Hereafter. And a society that does not feel its need to adhere to religion is

a faithless society and far away from the Merciful. For the Prophet £ said:
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There are three things, whoever attains them will find therein the
sweetness of faith: When Allah and His Messenger are dearer to him
than all else; when he loves only for the sake of Allah and hates to return
to disbelief after Allah rescued him just as he hates to be thrown into the

Fire. [Bukhari 16, Muslim 43a]
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

The distinction of certain nights and days is a reason for capturing the
goodness in them. And our Prophet € urged capitalizing on the

necessarily fleeting blessings. The Prophet £ said:
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Take advantage of five before five: your youth before your old age, your
health before your illness, your wealth before your poverty, your free
time before your business, and your life before your death. [Al Hakim
7846, Grade: Sahih]

And the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah have come upon us. Allah Almighty
took an oath by their nights saying:
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Al Fajr (89) 1-2: (1) By the dawn (2) And [by] ten nights
And they are from Allah’s sacred days. And it is the conclusion of the
known months that Allah Almighty referred to in the verse:
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Al Bagarah (2) 197: Hajj is [during] well-known months
Their days are better than the days of the last ten nights of Ramadan. The

Prophet € said:
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The best days of this world are the ten days [Sahih Al Jami’ 1133,
Grade:Sahih (Albani)]
So whatever good deed a person does, of prayer, reciting Quran,
remembrance, supplication, charity, acts of goodness and joining kinship,
is better than the same deed performed during the rest of the year. And
the deeds in it are superior to striving in the way of Allah Almighty which
is the best of deeds.
Al Hafith ibn Hajer, may Allah have mercy on him, said, it appears that the
distinction of the (first) 10 (days) of Dhul Hijjah is that it is the meeting
place for the major acts of worship, and they are prayer and fasting and
charity and Hajj. And that does not occur in other than it.
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And whoever intends to offer a sacrifice shall refrain from cutting their hair
or nails from the first night in which the ten days enter. So one should not
remove anything from them. For it was narrated by Um Salamah, may

Allah be pleased with her, that the Prophet # said:

B85 e V50,38 (e ks S Rl 1 &35 1506 8l a5 1)
When the (first) ten days (of Dhul-Hijjah) begin, and one of you intends
to offer a sacrifice, let him not remove anything from his hair or skin.
Hadith [Muslim 1977c]
So strive in these ten blessed days. And free yourselves for performing
the righteous deeds. For the breezes of the Merciful in it are abundant.
And His reward for the doers is plentiful. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 197: And whatever good you do - Allah knows it. And
take provisions, but indeed, the best provision is fear of Allah. And fear
Me, O you of understanding.
Oh Allah make us among who take advantage of these blessed days and
shower us with Your mercy. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
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we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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