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The Virtues of Rajab

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and

| bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.

I € 5,000 o \21 25 slE 5 @, LT L @l g
[102:0) e

Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,

and die not except in a state of Islam.
Oh People:

Whoever looks at the differences in worldly legal systems and how they
change from time to time, realizes the limitations and weaknesses of the
human mind in legislating for only a limited period of time and limited
locations. So how about ordainments that encompass all times and all

places? Therefore, we should know and appreciate the importance of Allah
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Almighty choosing for us, and praise Him for His favors and adhere to His

religion.

The sacred months are from the periods that Allah Almighty commanded
the believers to magnify, observe their sanctity and abstain from wronging

oneself within them. Allah Almighty said:
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At Tawbah (9) 36: Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve [lunar]
months in the register of Allah [from] the day He created the heavens and
the earth; of these, four are sacred. That is the correct religion [i.e., way], so

do not wrong yourselves during them.

So this noble verse indicated that Allah Almighty established the months
with this number. And they were established the day that He created the
heavens and the earth. And the benefit of this clarification is to cut off

disagreement about Who established the months.

And another more important benefit is that the Creator of something and the
one who establishes it is entitled to place within it or in part of it honoring as
He wills. And for that reason it was stated in the Quran that the One who

creates is the One who commands and ordains. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Araf (7) 54: Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command;

blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.
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And another important benefit is evidence of Allah Almighty’s greatness in
keeping the number of the months the same, in spite of what mankind has
passed through of changes, migrations and wars. And religions have
changed, because Allah did not will to preserve them. And the number of
months stayed the same from when Allah created the heavens and earth to

our present time, because Allah Aimighty willed to preserve them.

And Allah Almighty made four of these months sacred. Their designation
came in a hadith narrated by AbT Bakrah, may Allah be pleased with him,

that the Prophet 2yt said:

e 338 7EE AN (25015 BLEE A G5 535 ool SI5EL1 8 O3 &)
55 @ n L5 5l sk L il 8 Bl B36 2 Al
Olas; ol
Time has completed a cycle and assumed the form of the day when
Allah created the heavens and the earth. The year consists of twelve
months of which four are sacred, three of them consecutive: Dhul-
Qa'dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram and also Rajab of Mudar which

comes between Jumadah and Sha'ban. [Bukhari 3197, Muslim 16793]

So these four months are sacred as per the text of the Quran and Sunnah.
And the people in the pre-Islamic period used to forbid fighting within them
for the safety of the pilgrims and visitors to the Kaba. So the three
consecutive months was for the safety of those performing Hajj. And the

sanctity of Rajab was for those performing Umrah.
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And regarding the people in the pre-Islamic period designating Rajab as
sacred, the Tabi’ee (those coming after the companions) Al Mukhadram
Abu Raja’ Al ‘Utaredt mentioned, “if the month of Rajab entered we did not
leave a spear in which there was iron, nor an arrow in which there was iron,

except that we removed it and cast it in the month of Rajab”.

And it was called Rajab Mudar because the tribe of Rab1’ah bin Nizar used
to designate the month of Ramadan sacred and call it Rajab. And the tribe

of Mudar used to designate Rajab itself as sacred. For that reason, the

Prophet A5t said:
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Which comes between Jumadah and Sha'ban. [Bukhari 3197, Muslim
1679a]

To clarify and lift the confusion surrounding its name.

The sanctity of the month of Rajab includes its magnification and that it is
not like the other months which are not sacred. And from this is the
prohibition of wronging within it, more than at other times. Allah Almighty

said:
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At Tawbah (9) 36: So do not wrong yourselves during them.
And all sins are wrongdoing ad should be avoided at all times. And it is

confirmed and stressed to avoid wrongdoing in times of greatness, like

Rajab, because it is from the sacred months.
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And the scholars indicated that fighting is prohibited in it. Because it is the
first purpose of it being a sacred month. And the exception to that is

defending which is allowed within it.

And there are two types of wronging, wronging oneself through sinning and
wronging others through words or action. And the verse magnifying the

sacred months clearly states to avoid wronging:
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At Tawbah (9) 36: So do not wrong yourselves during them.

And this means that the sins in the sacred months, including Rajab, are
more serious than at other times. This is the case whether sins are related

to the rights of Allah Almighty or the rights of people.

So it is part of worship in the month of Rajab that every sinner should refrain
from their acts of disobedience out of obedience to Allah Almighty who
made Rajab sacred and out of magnifying Allah’s sanctities. So whoever
spreads gossip and partakes in backbiting and slander, should abstain from
that in Rajab. Perhaps Allah Almighty may grant them repentance from the
sins of the tongue. For the harvests of the tongues casts the people into the

Fire upon their noses.

And whoever devours what is forbidden through usury, bribery, or fraudulent
transactions or deception in buying and selling, should refrain from that in
Rajab. For perhaps by refraining, they will taste the sweetness of the Halal

(permissible) and rid themselves of the forbidden.
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And whoever is addicted to looking at the forbidden, enslaved to pictures
and films, should refrain from it in Rajab. For perhaps by magnifying the
sanctity of Allah Almighty in Rajab, they can rid themselves of the shackles
of looking at the forbidden. And they will be compensated with the pure
Halal (permissible). Or Allah Almighty will open for them a door of enjoying a
worship, remembrance or Quran, such that they find a sweetness in it that

they did not find previously in sin.

And whoever falls into wronging others such as an authority over his
subjects, or a boss over his employees or a husband who wronged his wife,
or a parent who neglected their child or a child who is undutiful to their
father or mother or a relative that cut off the ties of kinship or a neighbor that
wronged their neighbor, shall repent from that. They should do so in
magnification of the sanctities of Rajab and carrying out Allah Almighty’s

words:
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At Tawbah (9) 36: So do not wrong yourselves during them.

And falling short in the mandatory is wronging and an act of disobedience.
So whoever delays offering prayers from their proper times, particularly the
Fajr and Asr prayers, should be conscious of Allah Almighty, and should not
delay them during this month, magnifying its sanctity. And whoever falls
short in offering the congregational prayers, should make a conscious effort
not to miss them. And whoever misses out on the start of the prayer with the

imam (prayer leader) should not miss it in this great month.
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And whoever honors the sacred ordinances of Allah Aimighty in Rajab will
be helped by Allah Almighty to offer what they left of the obligatory and will
be helped to leave acts of disobedience that they performed outside of

Rajab. This is because one's veneration of the sacred months is evidence

that the flame of Tman (faith) remains in their hearts. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Hajj (22) 30: That [has been commanded], and whoever honors the
sacred ordinances of Allah - it is best for him in the sight of his Lord.
And permitted to you are the grazing livestock, except what is recited

to you. So avoid the uncleanliness of idols and avoid false statement.

0 w3 _ 8. o%

rﬁ)\))&.ﬂ\jﬁw\ ‘UJ""*“\’W"ugu"f&jj“,‘w\f‘*“ﬁdj‘M d}é\
| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you

from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the

Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of Allah,

and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear witness

that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.
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Oh people:

Among the mistakes that that many Muslims fall into is confusing between
magnifying the sacredness of something and between designating it for a
deed that has no basis in the religion. For in all of the sacred months,
including Rajab, it is not prescribed to designate them for a deed that one
does not perform outside of them, aside from what was prescribed on the
first ten days of Dhul Hijjah and the Days of Tashreeq (111, 12t and 13t of
Dhul Hijjah), for designating these two periods for righteous deeds is
supported by textual evidence. And likewise, umrah in the month of Dhul
Qi’dah because the Prophet i5it performed umrah four times and all of
them were in Dhul Qi’dah. So designating an umrah in it is part of the

Prophet’s ilsit sunnah.

But as far as the remaining sacred months, it was not prescribed to
designate them for fasting or charity or spending the nights in remembrance

and prayer or for any other righteous deed.

And that does not mean that one should leave righteous deeds that they
usually perform before Rajab, out of fear of that. Rather, in Rajab, one
should perform the acts of worship that they usually performed outside of it

such as voluntary fasts, night prayer, charity and other acts of obedience.

And if one is not prepared to do righteous deeds, except in Rajab, because
it is a time that they are free or active, and they do not intend performing
these deeds because it is Rajab, or because they have appointed this

specific month for repenting, then performing righteous deeds within Rajab,
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that they normally do not perform outside of it, is not considered designating

Rajab for deeds, and they should not be forbidden from that.

We ask Allah Almighty to help us make the most of the month the Rajab.

Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your

Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet,
and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [

Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being

among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with those

whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon us, and

save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You decree and
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none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be humiliated.

Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree

concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His
favors - He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He

will forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of

difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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