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Reflecting upon the Quran
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,
and die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

(i

All praise is due to Allah the All Knowing Creator. He created mankind and
knows what is inside their souls, hidden in their hearts and knows their
natures and characteristics. We praise Him as He should be praised. For He
has the most beautiful names and lofty attributes. And we do not praise
anyone like we praise Him. And we are grateful to Him for the blessings
and relief that He has bestowed upon us and the calamities that He has
diverted from us. He revealed the Quran to the believers as guidance. And
He made it dominant over all books. So be conscious of Allah and obey
Him and adhere to His Book. For in the Quran is your guidance and
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direction. And the Quran is your happiness and tranquility. For the hearts
find tranquility in the remembrance of Allah Almighty. And the Quran is
the highest and greatest remembrance. Allah Almighty said:
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Ya-Sin (36) 69: It is not but a message and a clear Qur‘an
The Quran is the book that Allah Almighty has made as a reminder to His
servants. They will remember if they forget and they will take heed. By
merely reciting and contemplating upon it, hearts rise above the lowest
levels of this worldly life, and soar into the horizons until they reach the
clouds of the sky showering Allah’s pardoning and mercy. And the hearts
long for meeting Him and His paradise. And whoever does not taste the
sweetness of Quran does not taste iman (faith).
And in numerous verses in the Quran, it is described as remembrance and
a reminder. And time does not permit mentioning all the verses in this
regard even without commenting on them. This indicates that the
remembrance through the Quran is important. And since it is a reminder to
the believer, it is one of the descriptions of the Quran that the believer
must not neglect. Otherwise, he will be among the heedless. Allah
Almighty said:
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Qaf (50) 45: But remind by the Qur'an whoever fears My threat.
And remembrance is by the heart and the tongue. And it is of two types,
remembrance and mentioning. As far as the first type, remembrance, it is
reminder against forgetfulness and neglect, and remembrance of Allah
Almighty at all times. And the Quran is a reminder of Him Almighty so it is
remembrance. And it is a remembrance of His Names, Attributes, Signs,
Actions, and Provisions. So the reciter of the Quran is remembering Allah
Almighty. And for that reason the Quran is the greatest remembrance.
And in the Quran, mankind, their origin, history, conditions and
conclusions are revealed. This is so that they know their reality. So that
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they not desist from worshipping their Lord, are not arrogant over other
people and perform deeds for their hereafter.

And the second type of remembrance is mentioning or honoring. And in
the Quran the followers of the Quran are honored and will always be
remembered because of it. And the Arabic language has been honored
through the Qur'an. And its staying on earth is because of the Quran. And
if it were not for the Quran, the Arabic language would not have remained.
And the Arabs would not have been known among the people. And this
type of remembrance or mentioning is indicated in Allah’s words:
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Al Anbya (21) 10: We have certainly sent down to you a Book [i.e., the
Qur’an] in which is your mention (a reminder or an honor for the
followers of the Quran). Then will you not reason?
That is, in it is your honor until the end of time, as great matters are
mentioned. Also, Allah Almighty said:
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Az Zukhruf (43) 44: And indeed, it is an honor (or a reminder or a
remembrance) for you and your people.
This makes it imperative for the Arabic speaking community to thank Allah
Almighty for revealing the Quran in their language. And making it a reason
for their mention for the rest of time. To the point that the non-Arabic
speakers learn the Arabic language for the sake of the Quran. And
although they outnumber the Arabs, the Arabic language has been
honored because it is the medium for the Quran.
And gratitude is only by taking the Qur’an as a remembrance. And it is a
reminder and reminding by it. Remembrance by reciting and reflecting
upon it, and affirming its news, and implementing its ordainments, and

stopping at its limits, and magnifying its sanctities and taking heed from it.
Allah Almighty said:
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An Nahl (16) 44: And We revealed to you the message [i.e., the Qur‘an]

that you may make clear to the people what was sent down to them.
And Allah Almighty said:
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Sad (38) 1: Sad. By the Qur’an containing reminder
For remembrance is the speech that is remembered. That is through
reciting and repeating, understanding and contemplating, and acting upon
what is in it.
And the Quran is described as a reminder. Allah Almighty said:
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Al A'raf (7) 2: [This is] a Book revealed to you, [O Muhammad] - so let
there not be in your breast distress therefrom - that you may warn
thereby and as a reminder to the believers.

So it is a warning for the disbelievers and a reminder for the believers. And

when the polytheists requested a sign, Allah Almighty responded to them
that the Quran is the greatest sign that reminds of Him the Exalted:
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Al ‘Ankabot (29) 51: And is it not sufficient for them that We revealed to
you the Book [i.e., the Qur'an] which is recited to them? Indeed in that
is a mercy and reminder for a people who believe.

And a reminder is the means by which something is remembered and it is
more extensive than indicating. Allah Almighty said:
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Ta-Ha (20) 2-3: (2) We have not sent down to you the Qur‘an that you be
distressed (3) But only as a reminder for those who fear [Allah]
So it is a continuous, renewed remembrance in which parts of it support
other parts. And its integrity remains. And it is not made obsolete by
repeating it over and over. And its wonders do not run out. And a
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reminder with this description (the Quran) mandates turning to it and not
turning away from it.

Indeed, the wise and prudent person pains when he sees some young
Muslims who have turned away from the Quran, while the Quran is the
absolute truth, definite remembrance and up to date. They go to other
sources searching for the mysteries of existence and the beginnings of
creation, while Ibn "Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said:
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How can you ask the people of the Scriptures about thelr Books while
you have Allah's Book (the Qur'an) which is the most recent of the
Books revealed by Allah, and you read it in its pure undistorted form?
[Sahih al-Bukhari 7522]

Allah Almighty said:
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Ta-Ha (20) 124-126: (124) And whoever turns away from My
remembrance - indeed, he will have a depressed [i.e., difficult] life, and
We will gather [i.e., raise] him on the Day of Resurrection blind. (125)
He will say, "My Lord, why have you raised me blind while | was [once]
seeing?" [Allah] (126) [Allah] will say, "Thus did Our signs come to you,
and you forgot [i.e., disregarded] them; and thus will you this Day be
forgotten."
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.
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Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Turning away from the remembrance of the Qur’an is the greatest loss,
and most severe disappointment and the most extreme deprivation. Allah
Almighty said:
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Al Muddathir (74) 49: Then what is [the matter] with them that they are,

from the reminder, turning away.
And in another verse:
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Ash-Shu’ara (26) 5: And no mentlon [i.e., revelation] comes to them anew
from the Most Merciful except that they turn away from it.
And those who turn away are the most misguided, unjust and sinful
people. Because the remembrance of Allah is between their hands and
they turn away from it:
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As-Sajdah (32) 22: And who is more unjust than one who is reminded of
the verses of his Lord; then he turns away from them? Indeed We, from
the criminals, will take retribution.

And their punishment in this world is being dominated by companions of
devils, who turn them away even more from the remembrance of the Book:
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Az Zukhruf (43) 36: And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the
Most Merciful - We appoint for him a devil, and he is to him a
companion.
That is whoever turns a blind eye and turns away.
So it is not surprising that those who turn away from the Quran are the
most severely opposed to Islam, mock its rituals the most, revile its
ordainments and have malice towards its followers who adhere to it. This is
because their devils have overpowered them for turning away from the
Quran.
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Al Jinn (72) 17: And whoever turns away from the remembrance of his
Lord He will put into arduous punishment.
Allah - the Most High - has transferred the believers through the Quran
from the doom of ignorance to the life of knowledge. And He revived
them through the Quran from the loss of misguidance to the life of
guidance. And He revived them through the Quran from the loss of
atheism and denial to the life of iman (faith). And He revived them through
the Quran from the doom of sins and misdeeds to the life of goodness and
righteous deeds. And He revived them through the Quran from the doom
of desires and doubts to the life of steadfastness and conviction. And
every heart has a soul and life to the extent that it contains knowledge of
the Quran and acting upon it. So let us turn to what Allah has made for our
hearts a soul, and life and light. And let us not abandon it or replace it with
something else. For it is our happiness and salvation and we will be asked
about it on the Day of Resurrection. Allah Almighty said:

Sy Ay &l 58 &) % paind L\fogcuu\uu\@j\@uwu
44-43 :05330\-5 )3\:13

Az Zukhruf (43) 43-44: (43) So adhere to that which is revealed to you.
Indeed, you are on a straight path. (44) And indeed, it is an honor (or a
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reminder or a remembrance) for you and your people, and you [all] are
going to be questioned.

Oh Allah revive our hearts with the Quran and fill our hearts with life, light,
joy and tranquility, Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed,
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You
decree concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and

giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression.
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of

difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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