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The Criterion 

First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيِعتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِاَئِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَِداهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمََآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
    نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

Be conscious of Allah and obey Him and adhere to the Book of your Lord. 
For in the Quran is your guidance and direction. And it is your happiness 
and reassurance. For the remembrance of Allah Almighty reassures the 
hearts. And the Quran is the highest and greatest of remembrances.  

 69 :سي-يٌِبمُ نٌآرْقُوَ رٌكِْذ Zَِّإ وَهُ نِْإ

Ya-Sin (36) 69: It is not but a message and a clear Qur’ān 

And from the purposes of its revelation is to clarify. Allah Almighty said:  
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أوَ
َ
 44 :لِحَّْلا-نَورَُّكفَتَيَ مْهَُّلعََلوَ مْهِْلَِإ لَِزُّن امَ سِاَّنلِل يَِّبَلُِ رَكْلِّا كَْلَِإ اَلْزَْن

An Nahl (16) 44: And We revealed to you the message [i.e., the Qur’ān] 
that you may make clear to the people what was sent down to them 
and that they might give thought. 

And clarification lifts ignorance and solidifies knowledge. And it uncovers 
the lies of the sinful liars and reveals the forgery of the falsifiers. And it is 
not possible to conceal, erase, alter, replace, or distort the facts in the 
Quran, like other books are distorted and changed. This is because it is 
safeguarded by the command of Allah Almighty until it is lifted from the 
earth. Allah Almighty said: 

  9 ِ:رجِْلْا-نَوظُِفالََ لَُ اَّنy رَكْلِّا اَلَّْزَن نُْنَ اَّنِإ

Al Hijr (15) 9: Indeed, it is We who sent down the message [i.e., the 
Qur’ān], and indeed, We will be its guardian.  

And the Quran has many descriptions. And indeed if something has much 
benefit, it has many descriptions. And there is nothing more beneficial to 
mankind than the Quran. But most people:  

Zَ َ24 :ءايبنلا-نَوضُِرعْمُ مْهُفَ َّقلَْا نَومَُلعْي  

Al Anbiya (21) 24: Do not know the truth, so they are turning away. 

And from the descriptions of the Quran is that it is a criterion. And in some 
hadeeths, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم called it the great criterion. Allah Almighty said:  

  1 :ناقرفلا-ارًيذَِن يَمَِلاعَْلِل نَوكُلَِِ هدِْبعَ ََ� نَاقَرْفُْلا لََّزَن يَِّلا كَرَابَتَ
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Al Furqan (25) 1: Blessed is He who sent down the Criterion upon His 
Servant that he may be to the worlds a warner 

It was described a criterion because it was revealed in intervals and  was 
not revealed all at once as was the Injeel and the Taurah. And in this 
regard Allah Almighty said: 

أرَقْلَِ ُهانَقْرََف اًنآرْقُوَ
َ
 106 :ءاسلا-Oًيِنَْتُ هاَلَّْزَنوَ ثٍكْمُ ََ� سِاَّلا ََ�ُ ه

Al Isra (17) 106: And [it is] a Qur’ān which We have separated [by 
intervals] that you might recite it to the people over a prolonged 
period. And We have sent it down progressively. 

So Allah Almighty explained that it is was revealed in a fashion so that the 
Prophet would recite to the people. And when they received it from him, 
they would recite it. From when it was revealed, it has been easy for the 
non-native Arabic language speakers and the unlettered to recite. Just as 
its memorization has been made easy for the young and the old, men and 
women. And it is not possible to count the number of people who have 
memorized it due to their great number and vast distribution throughout 
the earth. And this is from the means of its preservation to guide people 
through it. Allah Almighty said:  

  17 :رمقلا-رٍِكَّدمُ نْمِ لْهَفَِ ركْلِِّل نَآرْقُلا اَنَّْسَي دْقََلوَ

Al Qamar (54) 17: And We have certainly made the Qur’ān easy for 
remembrance, so is there any who will remember? 

And Allah explained that its being revealed in intervals is so that people 
recite it with deliberation. So that its words and meanings are anchored in 
the hearts more than if it was revealed all at once. And for this reason, 
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those teaching the Quran divide it for their students, for it is difficult to 
memorize it all at once.  

And from the benefits of revealing the Quran in intervals is to strengthen 
the heart of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم with the narratives of those before, and giving 
him patience through the news of the patient and comforting him with the 
verses of manifest victory. Allah Almighty said:  

ُ هانَْلَّترَوَ كَدَاؤَُفِ هِب تَِبَّثُلِ كَِلذَكَ ةًدَحِاوَ ةًَلْجُ نآرْقُلاِ هْيَلعَ لَِزُّن Zَوَْل اورُفَكَ نَيَِّلا لَاقَوَ
  32 :ناقرفلا-Oًيِترَْت

Al Furqan (25) 32: And those who disbelieve say, "Why was the Qur’ān 
not revealed to him all at once?" Thus [it is] that We may strengthen 
thereby your heart. And We have spaced it distinctly. 

And from its benefits is responding to the dubious arguments of the 
polytheists and nipping them in the bud. And exposing those making such 
arguments. And this is found much in the Quran. Allah Almighty said:  

أَي Zَوَ
ْ
أوَ قِّلَْاِب كَانَْئجِ Zَِّإ لٍثَمَِب كََنوُت

َ
 33 :ناقرفلا-ايًسِفْتَ نَسَحْ

 Al Furqan (25) 33: And they do not come to you with an example [i.e., 
argument] except that We bring you the truth and the best 
explanation. 

And the meaning is that they do not come with a dubious argument or 
strange question except that We will bring you the true definitive answer 
that is superior.  

And from the benefits of revealing the Quran in intervals is progressively 
introducing commands and prohibitions so that it is not burdensome for 
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people. And this is from the mercy of Allah Almighty upon His servants and 
to endear iman (faith) to them.  

And the Quran is called the Criterion because it distinguishes between 
truth and falsehood. And from this meaning is Allah’s words:  

أ يَِّلا نَاضَمَرَ رُهْشَ
ُ
  185 :ةرقلا-نِاقَرْفُْلاوَ ىدَهُْلا نَمِ تٍانَِّيَبوَ سِاَّنلِل ىدًهُ نُآرْقُلاِ هيِف لَِزْن

Al Baqarah (2) 185: The month of Ramaḍān [is that] in which was 
revealed the Qur’ān, a guidance for the people and clear proofs of 
guidance and criterion.   

And Al Miqdad bin Aswad, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

أ لََب -مَ*لسَوَ هِْيَلعَ اللهُا *لىصَ- ُّبِي*جا ثَعُِب دْقََل ِ*باوَ
َ

 ةٍتَْرَف فِي ،ُّطقَ Jبَِين اهَْيَلعَ ثَعُِب لٍاحَ ِّدشَ

أ نَوْرََي امَ ،ةٍ*يلِهِاجَوَ
َ

أ اًنيدِ *ن
َ
لأا ةِدَاَبعِ نْمِ لُضَْف

َْ
لحا يََْنب هِبِ قَ*رَف نٍاَقرْفُبِ ءَاجََف ،نِاَثوْ

ْ
كاوَ ِّقَ

  لِطِاَْ

By Allah, the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم was sent in the harshest state in which 
any Prophet was ever sent - in a gap (in the line of prophethood) and the 
time of Ignorance. They did not believe that religion was better than 
worshipping idols. He brought the Criterion by which it is possible to 
distinguish between the truth and falsehood. [Sahih Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 
(Albani) 64]  

So it is the Criterion in which falsehood cannot stand before it. And the 
people of falsehood cannot defeat its followers. Rather, it is victorious in 
every case. And whoever inclines towards it, inclines to the mighty, And 
whoever uses its proofs is able to debate every obstinate tyrant. 

And the people of the Quran are the people of strength even if they are 
the weakest of people. And are the most grounded in the proofs even if 
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they are the most passive. And they are the people of truth even if all the 
people deviate from it. And the truth must prevail over falsehood. Allah 
Almighty said: 

  18 :ءايبنلا-قٌِهازَ وَهُ اذَِإَف هُغُمَدْيَفَ لِطِالَْا ََ� قِّلَْاِب فُذِقْنَ لَْب

Al Anbiya (21) 18: Rather, We dash the truth upon falsehood, and it 
destroys it, and thereupon it departs.   

And the Quran is the Criterion with the meaning of victory. Because Allah 
Almighty gave victory, through the Quran, to the people of iman (faith) 
over the polytheists. Of what the Quran contains of brilliant verses, clear 
examples and proofs that refute dubious arguments and expose their 
foolish minds and clarify the invalidity of their beliefs. And it is from this 
meaning, that the campaign of Badr was called the criterion. Allah 
Almighty said:  

أ امَوَ
َ
 41 :لافنلا-نِاعَمْلَْا قَلَْا مَوَْي نِاقَرْفُْلا مَوَْي اَندِْبعَ ََ� اَلْزَْن

Al Anfal (8) 41: And in that which We sent down to Our Servant on the 
day of criterion. 

It was called the criterion because this was the ummah’s first campaign 
that distinguished between truth and falsehood and because of the verses 
that were revealed to His messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم to make the believers steadfast, 
and the Angels assisted them, and the rest that made them vigorous, and 
the rain that purified them.   

And the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is a criterion between the people because he 
distinguished between the believer and the disbeliever. And because of 
this the Angels said of him:  
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 )ُّيرِاخَكُا هُاوَرَ( سا*جا يََْنب قٌرَْف -مَ*لسَوَ هِْيَلعَ اللهُا *لىصَ- دٌ*مَمُحوَ	

And Mohammad صلى الله عليه وسلم has distinguished between the people [Bukhari 7281] 

And its meaning is that he distinguished between the believer and the 
disbeliever. So whoever believes is a believer and whoever disbelieves is a 
disbeliever.  

And the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said to Omar bin Al Khattab, may Allah be pleased 
with him:  

 رُمَقُ اَي كَْنمِ قُرَفxََْ نَاطَْي*شلا *نإِ

Indeed the shaytan disbands from you oh Omar [Sahih Al Jami’ 1654] 

So he was called Al Farooq.  

And the Qur’an eliminates doubts that afflict man concerning the Creator 
and concerning creation and concerning the beginning and the returning 
and in every matter that the shaytan may influence man. And it gives 
people light to distinguish between truth and falsehood and between 
sunnah and innovation and between the precise and unspecific. This is if 
someone is genuine with the Quran and gives it its right from reciting, 
understanding the meanings, reflecting upon it, and adhering to it and 
submitting to it and performing deeds in accordance to it. And from this 
meaning is Allah’s words: 

أ اَي
َ
  29 :لافنلا-اًناقَرُْف مْكَُل لْعَْيَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتتَ نِْإ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي

Al Anfal (8) 29: O you who have believed, if you fear Allāh, He will grant 
you a criterion 
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This promised criterion is conditional on achieving taqwa (consciousness of 
Allah) and the Quran is the biggest caller to the consciousness of Allah. 
And there are more than 240 verses calling to taqwa (consciousness of 
Allah). Will not the reciter of the Quran be conscious of Allah and obtain 
the criterion? Allah Almighty said:  

أ هَِ تَِّلِل يدِهْيَ نَآرْقُلا اذَهَ َّنِإ
َ
أ تِالَِاَّصلا نَوُلمَعْيَ نَيَِّلا يَِنمِؤْمُْلا شَُِّبُيوَ مُوَْق

َ
أ مْهَُل َّن

َ
 ارًجْ

أوَ * ايًِبكَ
َ

أِ ةرَخِلْاِب نَونُمِؤُْي Zَ نَيَِّلا َّن
َ

أ اًباذَعَ مْهَُل اَندْتَعْ
َ
  10-9 :ءاسلا-امًلِ

Al Isra (17) 9-10: (9) Indeed, this Qur’ān guides to that which is most 
suitable and gives good tidings to the believers who do righteous 
deeds that they will have a great reward (10) And that those who do 
not believe in the Hereafter - We have prepared for them a painful 
punishment. 

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  هُورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and 
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 

لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا هُدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَْيشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ هُدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 
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Rejoicing in the Great Qur’an and teaching it is one of the highest levels of 
iman (faith). And everyone is in need of the Book of Allah. For our Prophet 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was the most perfect of people in intellect, and his intellect 
alone did not guide him to the right path. His guidance was through the 
Quran. Allah Almighty said:  

أ امََّنِإَف تُْلَلضَ نِْإ لُْق
َ

  50 :أبس-بِّرَ ََِّ¬إ حِوُي امَِبَف تُْيدَتَهْا نyِ سِفْنَ ََ� ُّلضِ

Saba (34) 50: Say, If I should err, I would only err against myself. But if I 
am guided, it is by what my Lord reveals to me.  

Many people nowadays complain of worries and anxieties. And they 
complain of discomfort and family issues and afflictions from possession, 
sorcery and envy. And from the control of the devils. For among the 
blessings of the Quran is that it is a protection from the control of the 
devils in the homes in which it is recited. And Abu Hurairah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, used to say:  

The home, in which the Book of Allah is recited, expands for its 
inhabitants, and its goodness multiplies, and angels attend it, and the 
devils exit it. And the home in which the Book of Allah is not recited 
constricts upon its inhabitants, and its goodness is little and the angels 
leave it and the devils are present. [Ibn Aby Shaybah] 

And the happiest people are those closest to the Book of Allah. And it is 
the honor and joy of the Muslims. And the pride and prosperity of 
generations.  And it is security and blessing for society. And in it is 
contentment, dignity and pleasing the Lord of the worlds.  

So it is a right upon us to give the Book of Allah Almighty our attention 
and care. And free our time for it. And fill our homes with its recitation. 
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And fill our hearts with its lessons. And to relax our chests with its verses.  
And to illuminate our minds with its proofs. And teach it to our families. 
For there is nothing that illuminates the paths of their lives like the Quran. 
And there is no guarantee for their future except through the Quran. For it 
is their dignity, glory, affluence and strength. And the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

لا اذَهَبِ عُفَرَْي اللهَا *نإِ
ْ

أ بِاَتكِ
َ
  نَيرِخَآ هِبِ عُضََيوَ ،امًاوَْق

Indeed, Allah elevates some people with this Book (Quran) and abases 
others through it. [Muslim 817a] 

We ask Allah Almighty to make us among those who give His Book its 
proper due and recite and reflect upon its verses throughout the day and 
night. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.  

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن ََ� اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ   
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا ََ� نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 امَيِف ال كِْراَبوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّنy كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never 
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُِ يْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَِ يْخَ نْمِ كَُل

أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with 
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and 
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant 
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil 
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You 
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, 
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer 
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You 
decree concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَيy نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُِعَي ،غَِْلْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


