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Virtue of Muharram and Ashura 

First Khutbah 

أِ روُُش ْنِمِ +ِاب ُذوُعَنَو 	,	ُهُرِفْغَتَْسنَو  ُهُنِيعَتَْسنَو,  ُهُدَْمَن,  ِ َِّ+ َدْمَْلا َِّنإ
َ
 ْنِمَو اَنِسُفْن

أ ِتَاِئّيَس
َ

أَو  , َُل َِيداَه Oََف ِْللُْضي ْنَمَو  , َُل َّلِضُم Oََف  ُ+اِ هِدْهَي ْنَم,  َاِلاَمْع
َ

أ ُدَهْش
َ

 ْن
Zَ إ ََِلإZَِّ ُهَدْحَو ُ+ا Zَ أَو   َُل َكيَِش

َ
     ُُلوُسَرَو ُهُْدبَع اًدَّمَُم َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ َاي( 
َ
أَو Zَِّإ َّنُتوُمَت Zََوِ ِهتاَقُت َّقَح ََّ+ا اوُقَّتا اوُنََمآ َنيِّلا اَهُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ َنوُِملْسُم ْمُتْن

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

All praise is due to Allah Who selects by His Mercy whom He wills and 
chooses from His creation what He wishes. There is no adjusting of His 
judgment and no turning away His decree. He is not asked about what He 
does and people will be asked. Glory be to Him, He has made in the 
alteration of the days and nights a lesson for the believers and in the 
succession of the days a sign for those who reflect.  

Seasons of obedience hardly end until they are followed by others. And 
opportunities for goodness barely finish until others appear. And soon we 
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will bid farewell to the Hijri year which was concluded with a sacred month 
containing a great rite- Hajj, the fifth pillar of Islam.  Likewise, we will greet 
the new year starting with a sacred month, the month of Muharram, the 
Sacred Month of Allah.  

The month of Muharram is named the Month of Allah, while all months for 
Allah. The scholar Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy on him) said that the 
Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص named Muharram the Month of Allah, and attributing the 
month to Allah, the Mighty and the Sublime, indicates its honor and virtue. 
For Allah Almighty does not attribute to himself except the select of His 
creation. Just as He attributed Muhammad, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
other prophets to His servitude. And He attributed to himself His house 
(the Kabaa) and His she-camel (sent to Thamud).  

Muharram is from the sacred months and comes at the beginning of them. 
Al Hassan Al Basree said that Allah Almighty opened the year with a 
sacred month, that is Muharram and concluded the year with a sacred 
month that is Dhul Hijjah. And there is no month after Ramadan greater in 
the sight of Allah than Muharram.  

And the sacred months are greater in the sight of Allah than other months. 
For this reason, He the Almighty prohibited wrongdoing in them. Allah 
said: 

ْلاَو ِتاَواَمَّسلا ََقلَخ َمَْويِ َّ+ا ِباَِتك ِف اًرْهَش ََشَع اَْنثاِ َّ+ا َدْنِعِ روُهُّشلا َةَّدِع َِّنإ
َ
 اَْهنِم َضْر

أ
َ
أ َّنِهِيف اوُِملْظَت Oََف ُِمّيَْقلا ُنيِّلا َِكلَذ ٌمُرُح ٌةََعبْر

َ
  36 :َِةبْوَّلا-ْمُكَسُفْن

At Tawbah (9) 36: Indeed, the number of months with Allāh is twelve 
[lunar] months in the register of Allāh [from] the day He created the 
heavens and the earth; of these, four are sacred. That is the correct 
religion [i.e., way], so do not wrong yourselves during them. 
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Al Qurtubi said in his interpretation of the Quran that Allah selected the 
sacred months for mention and prohibited wrongdoing in them, even 
though it is prohibited at all times, in order honor them.  

The sin in the sacred months is more grave than in other months. And the 
righteous deeds in the sacred months have a greater reward. Qatadah said 
that injustice during the sacred months is a greater sin than injustice in 
other months. And even though injustice in all months is grave, Allah 
magnifies from His matter as He wills.  

According to Ibn Rajab and other scholars, it is among the best months 
after Ramadan. And it is recommended to fast during it. And the virtue of 
fasting in it comes after the virtue of fasting Ramadan. Abu Hurairah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

أ
َ
أَو ،ُم;رَحُْملا ِ;با ُرْهَش َناَضَمَر َدْعَن ِماَيِّصلا ُلَْضف

َ
لا َدْعَن ِةَال;صلا ُلَْضف

ْ
 ُهاَوَر-ِْلي;للا ُةَالَص ِةَضيِرَف

 1163 ٌمِلْسُم

The best fasting after the month of Ramadan is the month of Allah, Al-
Muharram, and the best prayer is prayer at night. [Muslim 1163b] 

This hadith clearly states that Muharram is the best month for voluntary 
fasting. Al-Qurtubi said: the fasting of Muharram is the best fasting, 
because it is the beginning of the year and it is opened with fasting, which 
is the best of deeds. 

And based on this hadith, the best deed that a Muslim can perform in the 
month of Muharram is fasting. So a Muslim should do a lot of voluntary 
fasting during it. And let us remember that fasting has virtues and great 
reward with Allah - the Mighty and Sublime. Sahl bin Sa’ad narrated that 
the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  said:  
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جلا يِف ;نِإ
ْ
X ُلاَقُف ًابَاب ِة;َن

لا َمَْوي َنوُِمئا;صلا ُهْنِم ُلُخْدَي ،ُنا;ي;رلا :َُ
ْ
ال ،ِةَمَايِق

َ
أ ُهْنِم ُلُخْدَي 

َ
 ٌدَح

أ :ُلاَقُف ،ْمُهرُْيَغ
َ
ال َنوُموُقَيَف !؟َنوُِمئا;صلا َنْف

َ
أ ُْهنِم ُلُخَْدي 

َ
أ اُولَخَد اَذَِإف ،ْمُهرُْيَغ ٌدَح

ُ
 َْمَلف َقِلْغ

أ ُْهنِم ْلُخَْدي
َ

 . ٌدَح

In Paradise there is a gate which is called Rayyan through which only 
those who fasted will enter on the Day of Resurrection. None else will 
enter through it. It will be called out, where are those who used to 
fast? So they will proceed towards it and no one will enter it except 
them. When the last of them will have entered, the gate will be closed 
and then no one will enter through it. [Bukhari 1896, Muslim 1152] 

And Abu Saeed Al Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that 
the messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

sا َِكلَذِب ُ;با َدَعَاب الِإ ِ;با ِليِبَس يِف اًمَْوي ُموُصَي ٍْدبَق ْنِم اَم
ْ

 نَيِْعبَس ِرا;جا ْنَق ُهَهْجَو ِمَْو

 .   اًفيِرَخ

There is no worshipper who fasts a day in the cause of Allah, but Allah, 
the most high, will separate (a distance of) seventy autumns (years) 
between his face and the fire in return for that day. [Sunan an-Nasa'i 
2251] 

And Umaamah Al Baahelee, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

أِب ىِيْرُم :ِ;با َلوُسَر َاي
َ
X َْلثِم ال ُه;نَِإف ؛ِمَايِّصلاِب َْكَيلَع :َلاَق ،ِهِب ُ;با يِنُعَْفنَف ٍرْم

َُ  

Oh Messenger of Allah, tell me of something by which Allah will benefit 
me. He said: take to fasting, for there is nothing like it. [Sunan an-Nasa'i 
2221] 

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أَو َنوُعَمَْست اَم ُلو

َ
لَو يِل  َهللا ُرِفْغَتْس

َ
ف ٍْبنَذ لُِّك ْنِم ْمُك

َ
 ُميِحَّرلا ُروُفَغلا َوُه ُهَِّنإ  ُهوُرِفْغَتْسا
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I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and 
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 

الَّصلاَو  ِ,َِّب ُدْمحَلا
َ

الَّسلاَو ُة
َ

أ َو , ِ هللا ِلوُسَر بََل ُم
َ

أ ُدَهْش
َ

ال ْن
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

ِالإَ 
َّْ

ال ُهَدْحَو َُهللا 
َْ

W َكْيرَِش
َ

 ُ

أَو
َ

أ ُدَهْش
َ

Wْوُسَرَو ُهُدْبَقً اَدَّمحَُم َّن
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

Ashura is the tenth day of the month of Muharram. It is the day that Allah 
gave victory to the truth and the believers, Musa and his people, and 
defeated falsehood and the disbelievers, Pharaoh and his people.  And 
this victory is still a matter of consideration and appreciation. So it is 
ordained for us to fast that day out of gratefulness that Allah inherits the 
earth and what is on it to His righteous servants. As Allah Almighty said: 

ۡلٱ ِف ۡمُهَّنَِفلۡخَتۡسَيَل ِٰتَِحٰلَّصلٱْ اُولِمَعَو ۡمُكنِمْ اوُنَماَء َنيَِّلٱ َُّ+ٱ َدَعَو
َ
 َفَلۡخَتۡسٱ اَمَك ِض�

 ۡمِِهلۡبَق نِم َنيَِّلٱ
An Nur (24) 55: Allāh has promised those who have believed among you 
and done righteous deeds that He will surely grant them succession [to 
authority] upon the earth just as He granted it to those before them 

And Allah said:  

أِ رۡكِّلٱ ِدۡعَب ۢنِمِ رُوبَّزلٱ ِف اَۡنبَتَك ۡدَقَلَو
َ

ۡلٱ َّن
َ
 َنوُِحٰلَّصلٱ َِيداَبِع اَهُِثَري َض�
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Al Anbya (21) 105: And We have already written in the book [of Psalms] 
after the [previous] mention that the land is inherited by My righteous 
servants. 

Also, there is great reward and goodness in fasting this day.  For it 
expiates the minor sins of the previous year and not the major sins. As for 
the major sins, they require repentance and determination to not return to 
them. Abu Qatadah narrated that the Messenger of Allah  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 

أ ،َءاَروُشَخ ِمَْوي ُمَايِصَو
َ

أ ِ;با بََل ُبَِستْح
َ

 .  ُهَْلبَق يِت;لا ََةن;سلا َرِّفَُكي ْن

And fasting the day of Ashura, I anticipate that Allah will forgive (the 
sins of) the year before it. [Sunan Ibn Majah 1738] 

And the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was keen to fast the day of Ashura. Ibn Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said:  

أَر اَم
َ
الِإ ِهرِْيَغ بََل ُهَل;ضَف ٍمَْوي َمَايِص ى;رَحَتَف -َم;لَسَو ِْهَيلَع ُ;با ;ىلَص- ;يِب;جا ُْتي

;
sا اَذَه 

ْ
 َمَْوي ،َمَْو

 َناَضَمَر َرْهَش يِنْعَف ؛َرْه;شلا اَذَهَو ،َءاَروُشَخ

I never saw the Prophet  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  seeking to fast on a day that he favored 
more than another except this day, the day of Ashura, and this month, 
meaning the month of Ramadan. [Sahih al-Bukhari 2006] 

The scholars have agreed that fasting the day of Ashura is recommended 
and not mandatory from what Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, 
narrated that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص fasted it and commanded fasting it until 
Ramadan was mandated. Then Ramadan was mandatory and Ashura was 
recommended.  
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Also, it is recommended to fast the ninth and tenth of Muharram.  Ibn 
Abbas reported that when the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص fasted on the day of 
Ashura and commanded fasting, they (the companions) said to him: 

sا ُهُمِّظَعُي ٌمَْوي ُه;نِإ ِ;با َلوُسَر َاي
 اَذَِإف "  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ِ;با ُلوُسَر َلاَقَف . ىَراَص;جاَو ُدوُهَْ

لا َناَك
ْ
sا اَنْمُص - ُ;با َءاَش ْنِإ - ُلِبْقُْملا ُماَع

ْ
َأي َْمَلف َلاَق . " َعِسا;حكا َمَْو

ْ
لا ِت

ْ
 َِّ�ُُوت ;�َح ُلِبْقُْملا ُماَع

 .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ِ;با ُلوُسَر

Oh Messenger of Allah, it is a day revered by the Jews and Christians. 
Then the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: when the next year comes, Allah 
willing, we will fast on the ninth (in addition to Ashura).  He said that 
the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had passed before the start of the next year.  
[Muslim 1134a] 

Also, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

  عساحكا نموصأل لباق ىلإ تيقب نئل

If I live until next year, I will fast the ninth day (of Muharram). [Muslim 
1134b] 

Moreover, some scholars have recommended fasting the 9th, 10th and 11th. 
Ibn Taymiyyah cited in his book Iqtida Sirat Al Mutaqeem that the Imam 
Ahmad said: whoever aims to fast Ashura should fast the 9th and the 10th 
except if there is uncertainty about the months so he should fast three 
days (9th, 10th and 11th). And Ibn Sireen is of that opinion.  

And Ibn Qayim in his book Zad Al Ma’ad indicated that there are three 
ranks of fasting Ashura. The first rank is to fast the 9th, 10th, and 11th and 
this is the best rank. And the second rank is to fast the 9th and the 10th. 
And the third rank is to fast only the 10th.  
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We ask Allah Almighty to help us in making the most of Muharram in 
performing righteous deeds and to distance us from the misdeeds. Indeed 
Allah is All Hearing Answering. 

أ اَمَك مُِكِّيَبن ََ� اوُِمّلَسَو اوُّلَصَو اَذَه
َ
  َلاَقَف , ْمُكُّبَر َِكلِذب ْمُكَرَم

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ َاي ۚ ِِّبَّلا ََ� َنوُّلَُصي ُهَتَِكئOََمَو ََّ+ا َِّنإ
َ
ِلَسَوِ ْهيَلَع اوُّلَص اوُنَمآ َنيَِّلا اَهُّي   اًمِيلَْست اوُمّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 اَمِيف ال ِْكرَابَو َْتَّلََوت ْنَمِيف اَّلََوتَو َْتيَفَع ْنَمِيف اِنفَعَو َْتيَدَه ْنَمِيف انِدْها َّمُهَّللا
أ
َ

 َْتَلاَو ْنَم ُّلَِذي Zَ ُهَّن¡ َْكيَلَع َضْقُي Zََو ِضْقَت َكَِّنإ َْتيَضَق اَم ََّش اِنقَو َْتيَطْع
 َْتَلاَعَتَو اَنَّبَر َتْكَراَبَت

 

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never 
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أَْسن اَِّنإ َّمُهَّللا
َ
 َِكب ُذوُعَنَو ْمَلْعَن َْمل اَمَو ُْهنِم انِْملَع اَمِ ِهلِجآَوِ ِهلِجَعِ ِهُّكِ ْيَْلا َنِم َُكل

ُك َِّّشلا َنِم
أَْسن اَِّنإ َّمُهَّللا ْمَلْعَن َْمل اَمَو ُْهنِم انِْملَع اَمِ ِهلِجآَوِ ِهلِجَعِ ِهّ

َ
 اَمِ ْيَخ ْنِم َُكل
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أَس
َ
أَْسن اَِّنإ َّمُهَّللا َكُِّيَبنَو َكُْدبَعِ ِهب َذَع اَم َِّش ْنِم َِكب ُذوُعَنَو َكُِّيَبنَو َكُْدبَع ََكل

َ
 َُكل

أ ٍلْوَق ْنِم اَْهَِلإ َبَّرَق اَمَو َةَّنَْلا
َ
أ ٍلْوَق ْنِم اَْهَِلإ َبَّرَق اَمَوِ راَّلا َنِم َِكب ُذوُعَنَو ٍلَمَع ْو

َ
 ْو

أَْسنَو ٍلَمَع
َ
أ َُكل

َ
 اًْيَخ اَل ُهَْتيَضَق ٍءاَضَق َُّك َلَْعَت ْن

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with 
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and 
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant 
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil 
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You 
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, 
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer 
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You 
decree concerning us good. 

َأي ََّ+ا َِّنإ ِ،ّ+ا َداَبِع 
ْ
 ِءاَشْحَْفلا ِنَع َْٰهنَيَو َٰبْرُْقلا ِيذ ِءاَتي¡ ِناَسْحِْلاَو ِلْدَْعلِاب ُرُم

 َنوُرَّكََذت ْمُكَّلَعَل ْمُكُِظَعي ،َِْغْلاَو ِرَكنُْملاَو
Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 ْلَْعَي ُهوُقّتاو ْمُكل ْرِفْغَي ُهوُرِفْغَتْساو ْمُكْدَِزي ُهوُرُكْشاو ْمُكْرُكَْذي َميِظَْعلا ََّ+ا اوُرُْكُذا
أ ْنِم ْمُكَل

َ
أَو ، اًجَْرَم ْمُكِرْم

َ
 ةOَّصلا ِِمق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
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forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


