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Good Character 

First Khutbah 

أِ روُُش ْنِمِ +ِاب ُذوُعَنَو 	,	ُهُرِفْغَتَْسنَو  ُهُنِيعَتَْسنَو,  ُهُدَْمَن,  ِ َِّ+ َدْمَْلا َِّنإ
َ
 ْنِمَو اَنِسُفْن

أ ِتَاِئّيَس
َ

أَو  , َُل َِيداَه Oََف ِْللُْضي ْنَمَو  , َُل َّلِضُم Oََف  ُ+اِ هِدْهَي ْنَم,  َاِلاَمْع
َ

أ ُدَهْش
َ

 ْن
Zَ إ ََِلإZَِّ ُهَدْحَو ُ+ا Zَ أَو   َُل َكيَِش

َ
     ُُلوُسَرَو ُهُْدبَع اًدَّمَُم َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ َاي( 
َ
أَو Zَِّإ َّنُتوُمَت Zََوِ ِهتاَقُت َّقَح ََّ+ا اوُقَّتا اوُنََمآ َنيِّلا اَهُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ َنوُِملْسُم ْمُتْن

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

Noble morals and good qualities are highly regarded in the religion of 
Allah Almighty. And the relationship between the Creator and people is 
based on iman (faith), sincerity and following the ordainments. 
Relationships between people is mostly built on morals and behavior. 
Therefore, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص informed that righteousness is good manners. 

Rather, the Prophet made good manners one of the doors of goodness. 
AbdAllah bin Amr (may Allah be pleased with them) narrated that the 
Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 
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أ ْمُكُرَايِخ
َ

أ ْمُُكنِساَح
َ

 اًشِّحَفَتُم َالَو اًشِحاَف ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ُّيِب:جا ِنَُكي َْملَو.اًقَالْخ

The best of you are those best in conduct. And the Prophet was not 
one who was obscene, nor one who uttered obscenities. [Bukhari 3559, 
Muslim 2321, Jami` at-Tirmidhi 1975] 

And  the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص informed that good manners is the best of what a 
Muslim is given. For Usamah bin Shareek said that they asked: 

أ ام ُلضفأ ام ِهللا َلوسر اي
ُ

  ِقُلخلا ُنسُح لاق ؟ ُملسملا ُءرملا َيِطع

Oh Messenger of Allah what is the best thing that a Muslim is given? 
He said, good manners. [Sahih Ibn Habban 478] 

And his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص emphasis on good manners was only due to the greatness of its 
status with Allah Almighty. It is a means to get close to Allah Almighty, and 
to attain His love. Abu Thu’labah bin AlKhushney, may Allah be pleased 
with him, narrated that the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

 اًقالخأ مكُنساحأ ِّينم مَكبرقأو ِهللا ىلإ مك:بحأ :نإ

The most beloved of you to Allah and the closest to me are the best of 
you in character [Sahih Ibn Habban 482] 

And the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:   

 اًقلُخ مهُنسحأ ِهللا ىلإ ِسا:جا ُّبَحأ

The most beloved of people to Allah are the best in character [Sahih Ibn 
Habban 486] 

And good character is also a path that leads to the completion of iman 
(faith) as the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  
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 اًقلُخ مهُنَسحأ ًاناميإ نينمؤملا ُلَمكأ

The most complete of the believers in faith, is the one with the best 
character among them. [Jami` at-Tirmidhi 1162] 

The importance of good character is magnified so much that the person 
having it is in constant worship equivalent to the rank of the one who fasts 
and prays at night.  Even though he may not be occupied with voluntary 
acts of worship. But he reached that through his character. The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 
said: 

 ِمئاقلا ِمئا:صلا َةجرد هِقلخُب ُكِردgَُ َنمؤملا :نإ

A believer will attain by his good character the rank of the one who 
fasts and prays at night (continually). [Sunan Abi Dawud 4798] 

And good character makes one’s scale heavier at a time when he is in most 
need of something to make his scale of good deeds heavier. Good 
character is the heaviest of righteous deeds on the scale. The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 
said: 

أ ٌءqَْ اَم
َ
لا َمَْوي ِنِمْؤُْملا ِنازَيِم يِف ُلَقْع

ْ
  ٍنَسَح ٍُقلُخ ْنِم ِةَماَيِق

Nothing is heavier on the believer's Scale on the Day of Judgment than 
good character. [Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2002] 

And good character is the strongest reason for admission into paradise. 
The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was asked about that for which people are admitted into 
Paradise the most, so he said: 

خلا ُنْسُحَو ِ:با ىَوْقَي
ْ
أ ْنَق َِلئُسَو .ُِقُل

َ
لا  َلاَقَف َرا:جا َسا:جا ُلِخْدُي اَم رَِثْك

ْ
لاَو ُمَف

ْ
   ُجْرَف
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Taqwa of Allah, and good character. And he was asked about that for 
which people are admitted into the Fire the most, and he said:  The 
mouth and the private parts. [Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2004] 

And the one with good character is given a house in the highest part of 
paradise as a reward for his lofty and noble character. Abu Umamah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

أ
َ
جلا َِضبَر يِف ٍتَْيبِب ٌميِقَز َان

ْ
جلا ِطَسَو يِف ٍتَْيِببَو ا�قحُِم َناَك ْنِ�َو َءاَرِْملا َكََرت ْنَِمل ِة:َن

ْ
 َكََرت ْنَِمل ِة:َن

لا
ْ

أ يِف ٍتَْيِببَو اًحِزاَم َناَك ْنِ�َو َبِذَك
َ

جلا بَْل
ْ
 ُهَقُلُخ َن:سَح ْنَِمل ِة:َن

I guarantee a house in the outskirts of Paradise for the one who refrains 
from quarrelling even if he is in the right, and a house in the middle of 
Paradise for the one refrains from lying even if he is joking, and a house 
in the upper part of Paradise for the one who made his character good. 
[Sunan Abu Dawud 4800] 

So congratulations to the one who collects all of these houses. 

There is not enough time to cover the textual evidences indicating the 
virtue of good character, its status in Islam and and the enumeration of its 
merits.  But these were examples and guides that light the way for those 
on the path. And the virtue of good character is not limited to the 
hereafter. Rather it also includes the worldly life. For owning people’s 
hearts and attaining their admiration is only through good character.  Al 
Ash’ab bin Qais said to his people and he was their leader, I am a man 
from among you, I have no virtue over you, but I relax the expression on 
my face for you, and spend my wealth for you, and fulfill your rights, and 
protect your sanctities. So whoever does like me is equal to me. And 
whoever does more than me, is better than me. And I am better than 
whoever does less than me. It was said to him: O Abu Muhammad, what 
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drove you to say this? He said: I am encouraging them to have the best 
character.  

So what is good character and how can it be attained? The Imam Ahmad, 
may Allah have mercy on him, was asked about good character and he 
said, to not get angry and carried away. And he also said, to bear what 
comes from the people.  

He characterized good character in not getting angry or carried away. 
Because anger and getting carried away breed destructive aggression, and 
harming by the tongue through insulting and cursing. And they could 
result in backbiting, slander and lying. And all of that is incompatible with 
good character.  

And Al Hassan and Ibn Muburak, may Allah have mercy on them, said that 
good character is a relaxed face, providing favors and eliminating harm. 
And Waasatee, may Allah have mercy on him, said that it is not to initiate 
or engage in quarrelling, because of his great knowledge of Allah.  

And Asafaareeny mentioned that good character is for a Muslim to love for 
a Muslim what he loves for himself. And to be humble before them. And to 
not be prideful over them. And to not cheat, and to not be arrogant and 
conceited. And if someone is arrogant with him, then he should bear it and 
treat them kindly. And to venerate the elderly and to have mercy for the 
children and youth. And to fulfill the rights of all, to have a pleasant face 
and receive others well. To be always cheerful and gentle and have good 
companionship.  And have gentle speech and mend matters between his 
brothers, and to check up on his friends. And to not listen to what people 
say about one another. And do favors for them only for the sake of Allah 
and not for any other purpose with protecting their honor. And to 
overlook people’s mistakes and answer their invitations. And to not be 
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accusing. And to be forbearing for the one who was ignorant towards him. 
And to forgive whoever wrongs him.  

This is the weight of good character in the religion of Allah Almighty. And 
these are the limits and attributes of good morals. So let each one of us 
gauge his character against this scale, so whoever has a deficiency in their 
character, should improve and rectify it, and whoever has good character, 
let him praise Allah Almighty, and ask Him for steadfastness. 

Allah said:  

َلِاب ْعَفْدا َُةّئِيَّسلا Zَو ُةَنَسَْلا ِيوَتَْست Zَو
أ َِه ِتّ

َ
أَك ٌةَواَدَع ُهَْنيَبَو َكَْنَيب يَِّلا اَِذإَف ُنَسْح

َ
 ُّهَن

 َنِم َكَّنَغَْنَي اَّم� * ٍميِظَع ٍّظَح وُذ Zَِّإ اَهاَّقَُلي اَمَو اوَُبَص َنيَِّلا Zَِّإ اَهاَّقَُلي اَمَو * ٌمِيَح ٌِّلَو
   36-34:تلصف-ُمِيلَْعلا ُعيِمَّسلا َوُه ُّهَِنإِ َّ+ِاب ْذِعَتْسَاف ٌغَْزن ِناَْطيَّشلا

Fusilat (41) 34-36: (34) And not equal are the good deed and the bad. 
Repel [evil] by that [deed] which is better; and thereupon, the one 
whom between you and him is enmity [will become] as though he was a 
devoted friend. (35) But none is granted it except those who are 
patient, and none is granted it except one having a great portion [of 
good]. (36) And if there comes to you from Satan an evil suggestion, 
then seek refuge in Allāh. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Knowing. 

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أَو َنوُعَمَْست اَم ُلو

َ
لَو يِل  َهللا ُرِفْغَتْس

َ
ف ٍْبنَذ لُِّك ْنِم ْمُك

َ
 ُميِحَّرلا ُروُفَغلا َوُه ُهَِّنإ  ُهوُرِفْغَتْسا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and 
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 
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الَّصلاَو  ِ,َِّب ُدْمحَلا
َ

الَّسلاَو ُة
َ

أ َو , ِ هللا ِلوُسَر بََل ُم
َ

أ ُدَهْش
َ

ال ْن
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

ِالإَ 
َّْ

ال ُهَدْحَو َُهللا 
َْ

W َكْيرَِش
َ

 ُ

أَو
َ

أ ُدَهْش
َ

Wْوُسَرَو ُهُدْبَقً اَدَّمحَُم َّن
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

Be conscious of Allah and improve your character. For most of what admits 
people into Paradise is consciousness of Allah and good character. 
Indecency, obscenity and bad character indicate a lack of consciousness of 
Allah.  

One of the goals of the mission of the Seal of the Prophets ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was to call 

to virtuous morals. The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

ِأل ُتْثُِعب اَم:غِإ
ُ
ألا َحِلاَص َمِّمَي

َ
 ِقالْخ

I was sent to perfect good character. [Ahmad 8952, Sahih Al Jami’ 2349] 

And the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص commanded adherence to the good character. To 
strive to adorn oneself with it. And it is not an excuse for a person with a 
bad character to say: it is a nature that I have been born with, as morals are 
acquired through training and conditioning. And the evidence for that is 
when Muadh, may Allah be pleased with him, when he intended to travel 
said, Oh Messenger of Allah advise me, he ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 

أَسأ اذإ لاق �ْدِز ِهللا َلوسر اي لاق ًائيش هب ْكرُِْشت ال هللا ِدُبعا لاق ينِصوأ ِهللا َلوسر اي
ْ

 َت

 كَقُلُخ ْنِّسححُكو ْمِقَتسا لاق �ْدِز ِهللا َلوسر اي لاق ْنِسحأف
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Worship Allah and do not associate anything with him, he said Oh 
Messenger of Allah give me more, he said, when you do wrong do a 
good deed, he said Oh Messenger of Allah give me more, he said, be 
steadfast and improve your character [Ibn Hajar 132] 

And in another Hadith the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him: 

أَو ،تْنُك اَمُْثيَح ََّبا ِّقَتا
َ
حلا ََةّئِيَّسلا ْعِْبت

ْ
 ٍنَسَح ٍُقلخُِب َساَّجا ْقِلاَخَو ،اَهُحْمَي ََةنََس

Be conscious of Allah wherever you may be, and follow up a bad deed 
with a good deed which will wipe it out, and behave well towards the 
people. [Tirmithi 1987] 

This indicates that good character is acquired. Ibn Rajab, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, commented on this Hadith by saying, “and behave well 
towards the people” is from the characteristics of taqwa (consciousness of 
Allah). And there is no taqwa (consciousness of Allah) except through it. 
And he singled it out for mention due to the need for clarifying it. For 
many believe that taqwa (consciousness of Allah) is fulfilling the rights of 
Allah without fulfilling the rights of His servants. So he commanded him to 
be kind to the people. For he had sent him (Muadh) to Yemen as their 
teacher, jurist and judge. And whoever is like that, then he needs to 
interact with people with good manners, which is not needed by others 
whom the people have no need for and do not mix with. 

And often those who strive to fulfill the rights of Allah, are completely 
negligent in fulfilling the rights of the people or fall short. And the 
combination of fulfilling the rights of Allah and the rights of His servants is 
very challenging, attained only by His Prophets and the steadfast affirmers 
of the truth.  

How much people are in the need of good character. Indeed we do not 
accommodate the people through our wealth or our influence. Rather we 
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accommodate them through our good character. Those who interact with 
us want nothing else from us other than a kind word, a beautiful smile, 
overlooking faults and excusing them. 

So treat people in the best possible fashion. And know that nothing 
remains for the person in this worldly life except for the good mention. So 
have good conduct with the people so that you attain the love of Allah and 
their love. And so that you are mentioned in a good fashion while you are 
alive and when you pass.  

Oh Allah just as you have perfected our forms, perfect our character. 
Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering. 

أ اَمَك مُِكِّيَبن ََ� اوُِمّلَسَو اوُّلَصَو اَذَه    
َ
  َلاَقَف , ْمُكُّبَر َِكلِذب ْمُكَرَم

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ َاي ۚ ِِّبَّلا ََ� َنوُّلَُصي ُهَتَِكئOََمَو ََّ+ا َِّنإ
َ
ِلَسَوِ ْهيَلَع اوُّلَص اوُنَمآ َنيَِّلا اَهُّي   اًمِيلَْست اوُمّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 اَمِيف ال ِْكرَابَو َْتَّلََوت ْنَمِيف اَّلََوتَو َْتيَفَع ْنَمِيف اِنفَعَو َْتيَدَه ْنَمِيف انِدْها َّمُهَّللا
أ
َ

 َْتَلاَو ْنَم ُّلَِذي Zَ ُهَّن� َْكيَلَع َضْقُي Zََو ِضْقَت َكَِّنإ َْتيَضَق اَم ََّش اِنقَو َْتيَطْع
 َْتَلاَعَتَو اَنَّبَر َتْكَراَبَت

 

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
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those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never 
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أَْسن اَِّنإ َّمُهَّللا
َ
 َِكب ُذوُعَنَو ْمَلْعَن َْمل اَمَو ُْهنِم انِْملَع اَمِ ِهلِجآَوِ ِهلِجَعِ ِهُّكِ ْيَْلا َنِم َُكل

ُك َِّّشلا َنِم
أَْسن اَِّنإ َّمُهَّللا ْمَلْعَن َْمل اَمَو ُْهنِم انِْملَع اَمِ ِهلِجآَوِ ِهلِجَعِ ِهّ

َ
 اَمِ ْيَخ ْنِم َُكل

أَس
َ
أَْسن اَِّنإ َّمُهَّللا َكُِّيَبنَو َكُْدبَعِ ِهب َذَع اَم َِّش ْنِم َِكب ُذوُعَنَو َكُِّيَبنَو َكُْدبَع ََكل

َ
 َُكل

أ ٍلْوَق ْنِم اَْهَِلإ َبَّرَق اَمَو َةَّنَْلا
َ
أ ٍلْوَق ْنِم اَْهَِلإ َبَّرَق اَمَوِ راَّلا َنِم َِكب ُذوُعَنَو ٍلَمَع ْو

َ
 ْو

أَْسنَو ٍلَمَع
َ
أ َُكل

َ
 اًْيَخ اَل ُهَْتيَضَق ٍءاَضَق َُّك َلَْعَت ْن

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with 
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and 
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant 
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil 
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You 
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, 
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer 
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You 
decree concerning us good. 

َأي ََّ+ا َِّنإ ِ،ّ+ا َداَبِع 
ْ
 ِءاَشْحَْفلا ِنَع َْٰهنَيَو َٰبْرُْقلا ِيذ ِءاَتي� ِناَسْحِْلاَو ِلْدَْعلِاب ُرُم

 َنوُرَّكََذت ْمُكَّلَعَل ْمُكُِظَعي ،َِْغْلاَو ِرَكنُْملاَو
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 ْلَْعَي ُهوُقّتاو ْمُكل ْرِفْغَي ُهوُرِفْغَتْساو ْمُكْدَِزي ُهوُرُكْشاو ْمُكْرُكَْذي َميِظَْعلا ََّ+ا اوُرُْكُذا
أ ْنِم ْمُكَل

َ
أَو ، اًجَْرَم ْمُكِرْم

َ
 ةOَّصلا ِِمق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


