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The Sacred Months  
First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيِعتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِاَئِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَِداهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي( 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمَآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh People: 

All praise is due to Allah the Knowing Creator. He created His servants and 
guided them to His religion and commanded acts of obedience and 
prohibited acts of disobedience. So whoever obeys Him is guided and 
saved. And whoever disobeys him perishes and deviates. The creation is 
His creation. And the land is His land. And the religion is His religion. And 
the matter is His and not for other than Him. Allah said: 

أ
َ

Zَ َُلاوَ قُْللَا ل
َ
   54 فارعلا-يَمَِلاعَلا ُّبرَ ُ+ا كَرَابَتَ رُمْ
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Al (7) Araf 54: Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command; 
blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.  

Designating a period of time or place sacred, inviolable or prohibited for 
the purpose of worship is only through revealed ordainments. Because 
magnifying and prohibiting is the right of Allah Most High. Worship is not 
performed except for Him, Glory be to Him. Otherwise, human authorities 
could place restrictions on a time or place not in the sense of worship but 
rather for the sake of a worldly interest for them or for the general 
population.  The Prophet ! informed about people placing restrictions 
when he said:  

  ُ.ھمُرِاحَمَ ھَِّـللا ىمَحِ َّنإِوَ لاََأ ،ىمًحِ كٍلِمَ لُِّكلِ َّنإِوَ لاََأ
Indeed for every king is a sanctuary (pasture), and indeed Allah's 
sanctuary is what He made unlawful. [Jami` at-Tirmidhi 1205] 

And every time, place, actions or speech that Allah Almighty has 
prohibited, is for the benefit of mankind. And their violation of its sanctity 
does not harm Allah Almighty at all. Rather, it harms them sooner and 
later. 

And the prohibitions from Allah are a trial for mankind. To show who is 
conscious of Him and magnifies His sacred ordinances and those who are 
not conscious of Him and violate them.  

   30 جلاِ-هِبّرَ دَْنعِ لَُ يٌْخَ وَهُفَِ هـَّللا تِامَرُحُ مْظِّعَيُ نْمَوَ كَِلذَ  
Al Hajj (22) 30: That [has been commanded], and whoever honors the 
sacred ordinances of Allah - it is best for him in the sight of his Lord.   

And in all religions and communities there are sacred times and places 
from the standpoint of worship. What is done in them is not done in other 
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than them. Their sanctity could be correct but later abrogated like the case 
of Sabbath. Allah said: 

أوَ تِْبَّسلا فِ اودُعْتَ Zَ مْهُل انَْلقُوَ
َ

  154 ءاسنلا-اظًيِلغَ اًقاثَيمِ مْهُْنمِ اَنذْخَ

An Nisa (4) 154: And We said to them, "Do not transgress on the 
sabbath"; and We took from them a solemn covenant. 

The sacredness was lifted in the ordinances revealed to Prophet 
Mohammed !.  

Or making something sacred could be a deviation with no basis such as is 
the case of the places of worship of the idolaters. And their designation of 
scared times for worship. And this is found in many nations.  

And from what Allah has made inviolable for followers of Islam is the four 
months that are named the sacred months for their sanctity. And they are 
Dhul-Qaʿdah, Dhul-Ḥijjah, Muharram and Rajab. And their designation as 
sacred came in Allah’s book: 

لاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا قََلخَ مَوَْيِ هـَّللا بِاتَِك فِ ارًهْشَ شََعَ انَْثاِ هـَّللا دَْنعِِ روهُُّشلا ةََّدعِ َّنِإ
َ
 اهَْنمِ ضَرْ

أ
َ
أ َّنهِيِف اومُِلظْتَ Oََف مُِيّقَلا نُيلِّا كَِلذَ مٌرُحُ ةٌعََبرْ

َ
   36 ةبولا-مْكُسَفُْن

At Tawbah (9) 36: Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve 
[lunar] months in the register of Allah [from] the day He created the 
heavens and the earth; of these, four are sacred. That is the correct 
religion [i.e., way], so do not wrong yourselves during them. 

So Allah - Glory be to Him - has decreed that the months should be twelve 
months since He created the heavens and the earth. Accordingly, these 
months, known to mankind, were decreed by Almighty and He did not 
leave room for them to speculate. Otherwise they would have differed and 
lost account of the months and the years. And they would have wandered 
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aimlessly not knowing the timings of the acts of worship. So it is from His 
mercy - Glory be to Him - that He organized that for them. And made His 
signs, the sun and the moon, such that none of mankind can accelerate or 
delay them or stop them or abolish them.  

And in another verse:  

   96  ماعنلا-مِيِلعَْلاِ زيِزعَْلا رُيدِقْتَ كَِلذَ اًنابَسْحُ رَمَقَلاوَ سَمَّْشلاوَ انًكَسَ لَْيَّللا لَعَجَوَ

Al Anam (6) 96:  And has made the night for rest and the sun and moon 
for calculation. That is the determination of the Exalted in Might, the 
Knowing. 

And in another verse: 

 امَ بَاسَِلاوَ يَِنسِّلا دَدَعَ اومَُلعْلَِ لَِزانَمَ هُرََّدقَوَ ارًوُن رَمَقَلاوَ ءًايَضِ سَمَّْشلا لَعَجَ يَِّلا وَهُ
     5  سنوي-نَومَُلعْيَ اٍوْقَِل تِاَيَلا لُصِّفَيُ قِّلَاِب Zَِّإ كَِلذَ ُ+ا قََلخَ

Yunus (10) 5: It is He who made the sun a shining light and the moon a 
derived light and determined for it phases - that you may know the 
number of years and account [of time]. Allah has not created this 
except in truth. He details the signs for a people who know. 

So the day and the week are determined according to the sun.  And the 
month and year are calculated according to the orbit of the moon. Thus, 
this regulates the calculation of time. Allah said: 

   5 نحَّرلا-نٍابَسْبُِ رُمَقَلاوَ سُمَّْشلا

Ar Rahman (55) 5: The sun and the moon [move] by precise calculation 

For He, Glory be to Him, when He appointed times for worship, He made 
the knowledge of that based on the movement (relative to the earth) of 
the sun and moon and not calculations. So that it may be known by the 
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unlettered, knowledgeable, ignorant, and astronomer. Otherwise, an error 
in calculations could misguide people in the timings of their worship. So 
the prayer is known by the sun’s (relative) movement. And the timings for 
fasting and Hajj are known by the crescents. Allah said:  

أسَْي
َ
لا نِعَ كََنوُل

َ
  189 ةرقلا-جِّلَاوَ سِاَّنلِل تُيِقاوَمَ هَِ لُْق ةَِّلِه

Al Baqarah 189: They ask you, [O Moḥammad], about the crescent 
moons. Say, They are measurements of time for the people and for ḥajj 
[pilgrimage].    

That is time-based milestones for people’s activities such as farming, 
trading, length of pregnancy, repaying debts, starting the fast, breaking 
the fast, when zakat is due, waiting periods to be observed by women 
after divorce, performing Hajj rites, prayers and other than that.  

And from the wisdom of linking annual worships such as fasting, Hajj and 
Eids with the crescents is that that they pass through all the seasons. So 
worship is performed in their cycle in all seasons. So whoever fasts 
Ramadan in thirty years will have fasted in all seasons, including those that 
make fasting difficult and those that make fasting easy. And likewise the 
repetition for Hajj. So fasting and Hajj take place in severe cold, in severe 
heat, and in mild weather.    

And it is prohibited to violate through sins the four months that Allah has 
made sacred. And fighting is restricted within them so that people going 
to Hajj and Umrah may be safe during them. And their designation as 
sacred came upon the tongue of Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and 
the Arabs inherited that in speech and action, except that they tampered 
with them through a practice called An Nasi’ which is postponing them.  
And it is a ploy that they used to allow the prohibited, as is the practice of 
the people following their whims and desires. Allah said: 
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 اوُئطِاوَلُِ امًعَ هَُنومُِرّحَُيوَ امًعَ هَُنوُّلِيُ اورُفَكَ نَيَِّلاِ هِب ُّلضَُيِ رفْكُلا فِ ةٌدَاَيِز ءُسَِّنلا امََّنِإ
أ ءُوسُ مْهَُل نَِيّزُ ُ+ا مََّرحَ امَ اوُّلحِيُفَ ُ+ا مََّرحَ امَ ةََّدعِ

َ
-نَيِرِفكَلا مَوْقَلا يدِهْيَ Zَ ُ+اوَ مْهِِلامَعْ

   37ةبولا

At Tawbah (9) 37: Indeed, the postponing [of restriction within sacred 
months] is an increase in disbelief by which those who have disbelieved 
are led [further] astray. They make it lawful one year and unlawful 
another year to correspond to the number made unlawful by Allāh and 
[thus] make lawful what Allāh has made unlawful. Made pleasing to 
them is the evil of their deeds; and Allāh does not guide the 
disbelieving people. 

The pre-Islamic Arabs used to prohibit fighting during Muharram. But if 
they needed to do so they made the month of Safar sacred instead and 
they fought in Muharram. And the reason for this was that had many wars 
and raids, so it was difficult for them to not fight for three consecutive 
months. They believed that if three months passed and they were not able 
get any spoils then they would perish. So they transferred the sanctity of 
Muharram to Safar. In doing so, they removed the restrictions from 
Muharram.  

And it was called Muharram (the forbidden) to emphasize its sanctity. The 
pre-Islamic Arabs used to alternate in making it sacred one year and not in 
the next year. And Allah decreed the months as twelve months, four of 
which are sacred. And it is the correct religion that Allah is pleased for His 
servants.  So changing the prohibition in it from its time to another time is 
a deviation from the true religion in which there is no crookedness.   

And Allah, the Most High, has made changing what he decreed of the 
sacredness of the four months an increase of disbelief of the disbeliever. 
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   37  ةبولا-اورُفَكَ نَيَِّلاِ هِب ُّلضَُيِ رفْكُلا فِ ةٌدَاَيِز ءُسَِّنلا امََّنِإ

At Tawbah (9) 37: Indeed, the postponing [of restriction within sacred 
months] is an increase in disbelief by which those who have disbelieved 
are led [further] astray.   

So along with their association of others with Allah, they altered what Allah 
ordained of the sanctity of the four months. And that was an increase in 
their disbelief. And likewise is the case for every alteration of the 
ordainments of Allah Almighty. Because it is defying and disobeying Allah 
Almighty in His command.  

And whoever circumvents Allah’s ordainments to permit what is forbidden 
or to drop an obligation, then he has imitated the polytheists in 
fraudulently moving the sanctity of Muharram to Safar to remove the 
restrictions of Muharram.  

And that does not stem except from the devil and from the soul that 
commands evil; that adorns making the forbidden permissible and 
changing the ordainments of Allah. Allah Almighty said: 

أ ءُوسُ مْهَُل نَِيّزُ
َ

   37 ةبولا-نَيِرِفكَلا مَوْقَلا يدِهْيَ Zَ ُ+اوَ مْهِِلامَعْ

At Tawbah (9) 37: Made pleasing to them is the evil of their deeds; and 
Allāh does not guide the disbelieving people. 

So beware, beware of transgressing the limits of Allah - the Most High - 
and violating his sanctities. Especially in the sacred months in which Allah - 
the Most High - has forbidden wrongdoing. 

أ َّنهِيِف اومُِلظْتَ Oََف
َ
   36 ةبولا-مْكُسَفُْن

At Tawbah (9) 36: So do not wrong yourselves during them.  
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Wrongdoing in the sacred months is belittling their sanctity whether it is 
wrongdoing to oneself through a sin or wrongdoing to others through 
speech or action.   

Magnifying Allah’s prohibitions is part of magnifying Him the Most High. 
Allah Almighty said: 

 اومَُلعْلَِ كَِلذَ دَِئOَقَلاوَ يَدْهَلاوَ مَارَلَا رَهَّْشلاوَ سِاَّنلِل امًايَِق مَارَلَا تَْيلَا ةَبَعْكَلا ُ+ا لَعَجَ
أ
َ

لا فِ امَوَ تِاوَامََّسلا فِ امَ مَُلعْيَ َ+ا َّن
َ
أوَ ضِرْ

َ
أ اومَُلعْا*  مٌيِلعَ ءٍشَْ لِّكُِب َ+ا َّن

َ
 َ+ا َّن

أوَ بِاقَعِْلا دُيدِشَ
َ

   97-98 ةدئاملا-مٌيحِرَ رٌوفُغَ َ+ا َّن

Al Maedah (5) 97-98: (97) Allāh has made the Kaʿbah, the Sacred House, 
standing for the people and [has sanctified] the sacred months and the 
sacrificial animals and the garlands [by which they are identified]. That 
is so you may know that Allāh knows what is in the heavens and what is 
in the earth and that Allāh is Knowing of all things. (98) Know that Allāh 
is severe in penalty and that Allāh is Forgiving and Merciful. 

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  هُورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and 
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. 

Second Khutbah 

لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا هُدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَْيشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ هُدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 
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Oh people: 

From the virtues of the month Dhul-Qaʿdah is that the Prophet ! 
performed Umrah in it four times. It is most likely correct that he never 
performed Umrah in other than Dhul-Qa’dah. Anas (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said:  

أ- مَ/لسَوَ هِْيَلعَ اللهُا /لىصَ- هِـ/للا لُوسُرَ رَمََتقْا
َ
 نِاخَْي/شلا هُاوَرَ-ةِدَعْقِلا يذِ فِي /نهُ/كُل ،رٍمَقُ عََبرْ

The Messenger of Allah ! performed four Umrahs, all of them in Dhul-
Qa’dah. [Bukhari 4148, Muslim 1252c] 

In performing Umrah during Dhul-Qa’dah, the Prophet ! nullified the 
religion of the polytheists because they used to prohibit the Umrah in the 
months of Hajj. And they used to consider it a grave matter. So the 
Prophet ! countered them and did not perform Umrah except in Dhul-
Qa’dah and it is one of the months of Hajj.  As Ibn Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) narrated: 

أ امَ ِ/باوَ
َ

لحا يذِ فِي ةَشَِئخَ ملسو هيلع هللا لىص ِ/با لُوسُرَ رَمَقْ
ْ
لاإِ ةِ/جِ

/ Xَِْأ كَِلذَبِ عَطَق
َ
أ رَمْ

َ
 لِهْ

  كِِّْشرلا

By Allah, the Messenger of Allah  !  did not send Aisha to umrah during 
Dhul-Hijjah but to discontinue the practice of the polytheists. [Sunan Abi 
Dawud 1987] 

So this indicates that countering those who associate others with Allah and 
distinguishing Muslims from them, is a great principle of Islam. It falls 
under Allah Almighty’s words: 

أ نْمَوَ 
َ

  33 تلصف-يَمِِلسْمُلا نَمِ نَِّنِإ لَاقَوَ الًِاصَ لَمِعَوَِ هـَّللا َِ­إ عَدَ نَّْممِ Zًوَْق نُسَحْ
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Fusilat (41) 33: And who is better in speech than one who invites to 
Allāh and does righteousness and says, "Indeed, I am of the Muslims." 

So Allah, Glory be to Him, made being proud of Islam, from the best 
speech. No one can be proud of Islam except if he cherishes it and turns 
away from the ways of those who associate others with Allah and is 
distinguished from them. And his religion suffices him from their religion. 
And his rites suffices him from their rites. And his celebrations suffices him 
from their celebrations. So he is happy with it in this world and the 
hereafter. Allah said:   

أ رٍكَذَ نْمِ الًِاصَ لَمِعَ نْمَ
َ
أ وْ
ُ
أ مْهَُّنَيِزجَْلَوَ ةًبَِيّطَ ةًايَحَ هَُّنَيِيحْنَُلَف نٌمِؤْمُ وَهُوَ ثَْن

َ
 مْهُرَجْ

أِب
َ

   97 لحلا-نَوُلمَعْيَ اوُنكَ امَ نِسَحْ
An Nahl (16) 97: Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, 
while he is a believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and 
We will surely give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to 
the best of what they used to do. 

Oh Allah make us among those who uphold your prohibitions and magnify 
what you have magnified. And make us among those who are proud of 
Your religion and cherish it and hold on to it tightly. Indeed, Allah is All 
Hearing, Answering.  

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن µََ اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا µََ نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 امَيِف ال كِْراَبوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّن½ كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never 
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُِ يْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَِ يْخَ نْمِ كَُل

أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with 
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and 
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant 
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil 
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from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You 
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, 
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer 
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You 
decree concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَي½ نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُِعَي ،غَِْلْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


