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Safeguarding Religion
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,

none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,
and die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh People:

All praise is due to Allah and we do not worship except Him, sincere to
Him in religion. His Prophet Mohammad % safeguarded the tawhid
(oneness of Allah) and closed off every path leading to association with
Allah. And through him % |, Allah manifested His religion.

When man goes astray from the path of Allah, he flounders in the chaos
and drowns in the seas of ignorance and association with Allah. Allah said:
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Ar Room (30) 31-32: (31) And do not be of those who associate others
with Allah (32) [Or] of those who have divided their religion and
become sects, every faction rejoicing in what it has.

And human minds are incapable of perceiving the path of righteousness
on their own. Or finding the way to guidance by themselves. Misery is not
lifted from the souls, and turbulence does not leave the minds and unease
is not removed from the chest until the insights have the conviction of
faith. And the minds accept that He, Glory be to Him, is Allah, the One,
the Only, the Self-Sufficient, the Mighty, the Rectifier, the Superior and to
Him is the dominion entirely. And in His hand is the whole matter. And to
Him return all affairs. Allah said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 112: Yes, whoever submits his face [i.e., self] in Islam to
Allah while being a doer of good will have his reward with his Lord.
And no fear will there be concerning them, nor will they grieve.

Indeed submitting to Allah and singling Him out for worship elevates the
manners and thinking of the believer. And saves him from the deviation of
the heart, the misguidance of desires, the darkness of ignorance, and the
delusions of superstition and saves him from fakes and charlatans.

Pure and sincere tawhid (Oneness of Allah) protects one from uncontrolled
and unchecked actions. Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) is complete servitude to
Him alone, Glory be to Him. And realization of the phrase of truth:
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There is rightly worshipped deity other than Allah Mohammad is the
Messenger of Allah £

Through its utterance, meaning and performing deeds in accordance with

it. Upon it, a Muslim lives his whole life - his prayer, his sacrifice, his life and
his death.

Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) is the first and the last of religion. And its
exterior and interior. The evidences were established for it. And the
witnesses called for it. And the verses and signs clarified it. And the proofs
have proven it. Upon it, the gibla (prayer direction) was set. And upon it
the religion was built. Through it, people are divided into guided and
misguided and happy and wretched.

The Quran gives great attention to tawhid (Oneness of Allah) of Allah. For
it is the greatest matter. And the primary mission of the messengers.
Mankind are commanded to tawhid (Oneness of Allah) so that they know
it, believe in it and embrace it. Allah said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 21: O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and
those before you, that you may become righteous

And He addressed the believers so that they increase in faith. And to be
assured in attaining tawhid (Oneness of Allah). And to beware of
deficiencies or flaws in it. Allah said:
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An Nisa (4) 136: O you who have believed, believe in Allah and His
Messenger and the Book that He sent down upon His Messenger and
the Scripture which He sent down before.

Rather, Allah addressed His prophets and messengers to shun association
with Him and turn away from it. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Hajj (22) 26: And [mention, O Muhammad], when We designated for
Abraham the site of the House, [saying], "Do not associate anything
with Me and purify My House for those who perform tawaf and those
who stand [in prayer] and those who bow and prostrate.

And Allah Almighty said:
(w\jwu’“’ Gl (25 GRS\ A &) g3l Dshag) as Ll 3\ (6253
S5 oy p30a3 G i) JB 3) Sl O s s s;;\:@;’xs ;,\ [132] & sadis
0 5251515 G| Sty Joe Wity ol 3] ST 15 @1 Sss
13355 ,4)-() gl i

Al Bagarah (2) 132-133: (132) And Abraham instructed his sons [to do
the same] and [so did] Jacob, [saying], "O my sons, indeed Allah has
chosen for you this religion, so do not die except while you are
Muslims." (133) Or were you witnesses when death approached Jacob,
when he said to his sons, "What will you worship after me?" They said,
"We will worship your God and the God of your fathers, Abraham and
Ishmael and Isaac - one God. And we are Muslims [in submission] to

Him.
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As for the sunnah, the mission of the Messenger of Allah # and his
message and his biography from its beginning to its end, while in Makkah
and in while Madinah, while in residency and while traveling was all in

tawhid (Oneness of Allah) from the time that he was commanded to warn
all in Surat Al-Muddathir:
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Al Mudathir (74) 2: Arise and warn

To when he was commanded to warn his clan:
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Al Shurah (26) 213-214: (213) So do not invoke with Allah another deity
and [thus] be among the punished. (214) And warn, [O Muhammad)],
your closest kindred.

To when he was commanded to proclaim the call:
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Al Hijr (15) 94: Then declare what you are commanded and turn away
from those who ascribe partners to Allah.

Then after the command to emigrate:
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At Tawbah (9) 40: Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.

Till he was given permission to strive:
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Al Hajj (22) 40: "They are those who have been expelled from their
homes for no reason other than proclaiming: “Our Lord is Allah.”

To the liberation of Makkah:
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Al Isra 81: And say, "Truth has come, and falsehood has departed.

Until the notification that his term was near:

An Nasr (110) 3: Then exalt [Him] with praise of your Lord and ask
forgiveness of Him.

And the Prophet # informed in the last moments of his life that the
previous nations were cursed for taking the graves of their prophets as
places of worship.

Not a single period of those periods was devoid of declaring tawhid
(Oneness of Allah) and its proofs and opposing association with Allah and
its manifestations. And nearly the entire mission was limited to that. For he
% did not stop affirming tawhid (Divine Oneness) while he was alone, nor
did he while his call was discreet, nor did he turn away from it while he was
in the path of emigration and the enemy was intensely pursuing him, nor
did he stop talking about it and commanding to it visibly in Madinah
among his supporters and aides, nor did he close the doors of talking
about it after the liberation of Makkah. This is his based on his biography
and authentic hadiths. And the Quran supports all of that.

With great regret, for many people, deficiencies and shortcomings in
tawhid (Oneness of Allah) are the most subtle of sins, even though tawhid
is the most important matter. And if rulings are made clear, common
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Muslims disavow these deficiencies in tawhid and become completely
angry if they are attributed to them. And they have a right to become
angry. But due to its subtlety, they fall into deficiencies in tawhid

unknowingly.

And reflect upon the words of the Prophet #:
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Shirk (associating with Allah) is more hidden in my ummah (nation) than

the movement of the ants. [Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 716]
Rather, he # informed:
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The Hour will not be established until people from my ummah (nation)

follow the polytheists, and until idols are worshiped. [Sahih Jami’ 7418]

How can there not be fear, when the Messenger £ addressed his
companions, may Allah be pleased with them, the chosen elite of the

nation:
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What | fear most for you is the minor shirk (association with Allah)
[Ahmed 23680]

This matter is dangerous and precise. Hidden shirk (association with Allah)
in love, deification, submission and humility. How can the one giving his
love, humility, submission and obedience to other than Allah realize tawhid
(oneness of Allah) ?

Allah Almighty said:
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Al Anam (6) 121: : And if you were to obey them, indeed, you would be
associators [of others with Him].

And Allah said:
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At Tawbah (9) 31: They have taken their scholars and monks as lords
besides Allah

And there is association in hope and fear. And association in striving and
sacrifice. And association in attributing causes. And association in benefit
and harm.

The blessing of tawhid (Oneness of Allah) takes the heart out the darkness
of shirk (association with Allah) and its ignorance to the light of Iman (faith)
in Allah and worshipping Him alone. A person emerges from loss,
confusion, misguidance, and straying to knowledge, certainty, tranquility,
contentment, and guidance. Allah said:
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Al Qassas (28) 88: And do not invoke with Allah another deity. There is
no deity except Him. Everything will be destroyed except His Face. His
is the judgement, and to Him you will be returned.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Realizing tawhid (Oneness of Allah) requires constant, continuous, heartfelt
vigilance, that dispels every thought diminishing one’s servitude to his
Lord. And repels every satanic whisper in every movement and action, so
that they are purely for the sake of Allah alone, without all besides Him.

And from the daily remembrances as authenticated from the Prophet £ :
Lol aley g e dll) b s s p3y (oW 2S5 oD 5 s e Lo

| r\.a}!\ dia) (S 2l oy Qijuww S“’Mf\
We have entered a new day upon the natural religion of Islam, the
word of sincere devotion, the religion of our Prophet Muhammad =
and the faith of our father Ibrahim. He was upright (in worshipping

Allah), and a Muslim. He was not of those who associate others besides
Allah. [Ahmad 3/406-7, 5/123,]

And from the Prophetic supplications:
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O Allah, | seek refuge in You lest | associate anything with You

knowingly, and | seek Your forgiveness for what | know not. [Ahmad
4/403]
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So be conscious of Allah, may Allah have mercy on you, and be sincere in
your religion to Allah, and realize tawhid (Oneness of Allah), and worship
your Lord, and do good, so that you may succeed.

We ask Allah to grant us success in realizing tawhid, performing all types of
good deeds and attaining His pleasure. Indeed Allah is All Hearing,
Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed,
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You
decree concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and

giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression.
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of

difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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