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The Narrative of Saba 

First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيِعتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِاَئِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَِداهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي( 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمََآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh People: 

Allah narrated to us from the news of the previous communities for us to 
take heed, learn and reflect. From among these is the narrative of Saba. 
And a Surah was named after them for what it contains of great lessons, 
admonishment and knowledge.  

Saba were a community who basked in comprehensive bounties and 
adversities were pushed away from them. They had plentiful food and 
drink which are the basis for life. They had abundant provisions and their 
land was green and lush. And their skies rained abundantly. And their fruits 
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were bountiful and their animals were healthy. Their dwellings were 
surrounded by trees and fruits. Their community was sprawling and 
wherever they went they did not find but greenery. And they did not eat 
except the best foods and fruits. They drank the sweetest water and they 
breathed the freshest air.  

And their Lord Most Glorified only requested gratitude in return for these 
continual blessings by establishing His religion and singling Him out alone 
for worship without any partners:  

 مْكُِّبرَ قِزْرِ نْمِ اوُكُل لٍامَشِوَ يٍنمَِي نْقَ نِات9َنجَ ةٌَيآ مْهِنِكَسْمَ فِيٍ أبَسَِل نَكَا دْقََل

O اورُكُشْاوَ
تَب َُ

 15 :أبس- رٌوفُلَ Vبرَوَ ةٌبَِّيطَ ةٌَْ
Saba (34) 15: There was for [the tribe of] Saba’ in their dwelling place a 
sign: two [fields of] gardens on the right and on the left. [They were 
told], "Eat from the provisions of your Lord and be grateful to Him. A 
good land [have you], and a forgiving Lord." 

Allah Almighty described it as a good land. For everything in it was good.  

But they met the call of Allah - the Most High – to them with arrogance 
and turning away. And turning away is the worst type of disbelief.  So they 
deserved the torment and destruction:   

أفَ
َ

أفَ اوضُرَعْ
َ
ج9دَبوَ مِرِعَلا لَْيسَ مْهِْيلَعَ انَْلسَرْ

ْ
أ hَْاوَذَ يِْنت9َنجَ مْهِْيَت9نَبِج مْهُاَ

ُ
أوَ طٍْخَم لٍكُ

َ
 لٍْث

 16 :أبس- لٍيلِقَ رٍدْسِ نْمِ ءnٍَْوَ
Saba (34) 16: But they turned away [refusing], so We sent upon them the 
flood of the dam, and We replaced their two [fields of] gardens with 
gardens of bitter fruit, tamarisks and something of sparse lote trees. 
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So Allah Almighty opened their dam upon them drowning their land, 
perishing their crops and livestock and destroying their trees and fruits. 
Then their land became dusty after having been green. And barrenness 
after lushness. And discomfort after comfort. And their blessings went 
away in a flash of an eye. They became destitute not having anything. 

How great is the power of Allah Almighty and how fast the blessings 
vanish! And that is through what their hands earned. For Allah Almighty 
said:  

لا
َ

أ سَا9جا 9نكَِلوَ ائًْيشَ سَا9جا مُلِظْفَ 
َ
 44 :سنوي- نَومُلِظْفَ مْهُسَفُغْ

Yunus (10) 44: Indeed, Allah does not wrong the people at all, but it is 
the people who are wronging themselves. 

لا 9َبا 9نِإ
َ

أبِ امَ اوُِّيرغَفُ �9حَ مٍوْقَبِ امَ ُِّيرغَفُ 
َ
  11 :دعرلا- مْهِسِفُغْ

Ar Rad (13) 11: Allah will not change the condition of a people until they 
change what is in themselves.  

The blessings of Saba changed because they turned away from the religion 
of Allah Almighty and they were not grateful for His blessings. In this 
regard, Allah explained the reason for the removal of their blessings and 
said: 

لاِإ يزِاَنُج لْهَوَ اورُفَكَ امَبِ مْهُانَيْزَجَ كَِلذَ
9

 17 :أبس- رَوفُكَلا 
Saba (34) 17: [By] that We repaid them because they disbelieved. And 
do We [thus] repay except the ungrateful? 

From the greatest of Allah’s blessings upon them is that they did not need 
to take provisions for travel and travel was made easy. And there were no 
highway bandits and the hardships of travel were lifted from them. So they 
were safe and relaxed in their journeys. And a reason for that is that there 
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was a continuous series of villages between them and the blessed land. So 
they used to travel between Yemen and the Levant in safety and 
tranquility. And they did not carry supplies for their travels due to their 
availability on their route. And they made no prior preparations. Rather 
they traveled as they pleased. And they would rest in the villages that were 
on their route that were continuous and not cutoff. Allah said:  

�رَاَب تِي9لا ىرَقُلا يَْنَبوَ مْهُنَْيَب انَْلعَجَوَ
ْ
 اويُرسِ يَْر9سلا اهَيفِ اَنر9ْدقَوَ ةًرَهِاظَ ىرًقُ اهَيفِ انَ

أوَ لَِياََ� اهَيفِ
َ
 18 :أبس- يَننِمِآ امًا9ي

Saba (34) 18: And We placed between them and the cities which We 
had blessed [many] visible cities. And We determined between them 
the [distances of] journey, [saying], "Travel between them by night or 
by day in safety." 

Allah’s favor upon them was completed for them in their residences and 
then during their travels. However, their rejection of their Lord’s blessings 
upon them in their travels reached to the point that they said:  

أ يََْنب دْعِاَب ان9َبرَ اوُلاقَفَ
َ

أ اومُلَظَوَ اَنرِافَسْ
َ
 ]19 :أبس- مْهُسَفُغْ

Saba (34) 19: But [insolently] they said, "Our Lord, lengthen the distance 
between our journeys," and they wronged themselves 

They were insolent and ungrateful for this great blessing and they 
supplicated for hardship and lengthening the distance.  

The people of Saba wronged themselves by transgressing in supplication 
accompanied by defiance and turning away. So Allah Almighty’s 
punishment of them was impoverishment after wealth. And He displaced 
them after stability. And He separated them after solidarity. And He 
scattered them in far off regions. And He made their news something that 
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people spoke about in their gatherings. They spoke about what happened 
to them. The Arabs made an example of their division and dispersion 
saying “The Separation of the Hands of Saba”. Moreover, their separation 
became an example to describe every great separation. Allah said:  

أ مْهُانَْلعَجَفَ
َ

لآ كَِلذَ فِي 9نِإ ق9ٍزمَمُ 9كُل مْهُانَق9ْزمَوَ ثَيدِاحَ
َ

 :أبس- رٍوكُشَ رٍا9بصَ ِّكُللِ تٍاَي
19 

Saba (34) 19: We made them narrations and dispersed them in total 
dispersion. Indeed in that are signs for everyone patient and grateful. 
Indeed in their narrative are signs for everyone patient and grateful. They 
were not grateful for their Lord’s blessings upon them. And they were not 
patient when their wealth vanished and their lands became barren. For if 
they were patient and repented Allah Almighty would have restored the 
blessings upon them just as He took it away from them because of their 
denial. But they were a people who were deprived of patience as they 
were deprived of gratitude. So they were dispersed in total dispersion and 
scattered randomly.  

أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  هُورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and 
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. 

Second Khutbah 

لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا هُدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَْيشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ هُدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

Allah concluded the news of Saba that there are numerous signs in their 
narrative and not just one sign: 

لآ كَِلذَ فِي 9نِإ
َ

 رٍوكُشَ رٍا9بصَ ِّكُللِ تٍاَي
Saba (34) 19: Indeed in that are signs for everyone patient and grateful. 

From among the signs of the narrative of Saba is that the state of their 
residences and prosperity is a sign of Allah’s power, mercy and grace. And 
in sending the torrent upon them is another sign of the severity of His 
retribution and the speed of His torment. And in the transformation of 
their condition from blessing to torment is a sign that Allah - Glory be to 
Him - is the Sovereign, Controller, and Administrator of His servants as He 
wills. So He honors and humbles. And He raises and lowers. And He gives 
and He withholds. And He forgives and torments. And He has absolute 
wisdom in His actions.  

And in the reversal of their condition from luxury to poverty is a sign of the 
fluctuation of conditions and the changing world. And a sign of Allah 
Almighty’s attributes of creation, provision and administration. And giving 
and taking life. And people benefit from this by not being deceived by the 
permeance of good and benefits. And they do not despair from misfortune 
because they realize that Allah changes conditions from state to state.  

And in the buildup of their territory, the breadth of their villages and their 
continuous connection to the Levant is a sign of the extent of the 
construction and great authority. And that the bestowal of Allah Almighty 
has no limits. For He is the Most Generous and has power over all things.  
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Just as in it is a sign that security is the foundation of building. Therefore, 
mankind must secure the means for this security and consolidate and 
anchor its foundations. For there is no life without security. And at the 
head of that is Tawhid of Allah (singling out Allah alone for worship) and 
obeying Him. And refraining from His prohibitions.  

And their wishing for the removal of the blessing that they were in by 
supplicating against themselves is a sign of what the human minds can 
reach of foolishness and degeneration. And harming oneself and the 
community. And being a cause for their deterioration and extinction. For 
this reason, it is prohibited to supplicate against oneself, children and 
wealth. Allah said:   

لاوجُعَ نُاسَْنلإِا نََ¤وَ يَِْرلخابِ هُءَخَدُ 9ِّشرلابِ نُاسَْنلإِا عُدْيَوَ
ً

]11 :ءاسرلإا[ ﴾   
Al Isra (17) 11: And man supplicates for evil [when angry] as he 
supplicates for good, and man is ever hasty. 

And in the Hadith narrated by Um Salama (may Allah be pleased with her) 
that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

أ لب اوعُدَْت لا
َ
 هاور -نَوُلوقُيَ ام لب نَونُِّمؤَُي ةَكَِئلامَلا نإف ؛يٍْربَِخ لاإ مْكُسِفُغْ

 .ملسم
Do not supplicate for yourselves anything but good, for the angels say 
Amen to what you say. [Muslim 902a] 

Also, in this great narrative there is evidence of the ability of the Lord - the 
Almighty - to transform blessings into a calamity. And turning a bestowal 
into an adversity. Water is a great blessing and there is no life on earth 
without it.  And that is why people contain it with dams which is among the 
greatest and most beneficial structures that mankind were guided to 
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building. However, Allah transformed this great blessing to a great 
calamity upon the people of Saba when He unleashed the torrents of their 
dam upon them and turned their homes and gardens into ruins.  

And this narrative is evidence that from the way of Allah is that that He 
recompenses the grateful with increase and growth. And that He 
recompenses the deniers and ungrateful with disappointment and 
torment.  

لاِإ يزِاَنُج لْهَوَ اورُفَكَ امَبِ مْهُانَيْزَجَ كَِلذَ
9

 17 :أبس- رَوفُكَلا 
Saba (34) 17: [By] that We repaid them because they disbelieved. And 
do We [thus] repay except the ungrateful? 

So whoever understands this Divine Way and acts according to it, will have 
security and bliss in this world and the hereafter. And whoever deviates 
from it and turns away from Allah Almighty’s reminder of it, is among the 
doomed. 

And whoever sees our condition knows that the blessing of Allah is 
comprehensive upon us just as it was for Saba. For the provisions of Allah 
are continually upon us and we are surrounded by His blessings. And we 
enjoy security in our lands and travels are facilitated. And He provided us 
with all types of goodness. So let us beware of becoming like the people 
of Saba and let us be like the family of Dawood who were grateful for the 
blessings: 

 13 :أبس- رُوك9ُشلا يَدِابَعِ نْمِ لٌيلِقَوَ ارًكْشُ دَوُادَ لَآ اولُمَقْا
Saba (34) 13: [We said], "Work, O family of David, in gratitude." And 
few of My servants are grateful. 
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Oh Allah make us among Your believing grateful servants. And grant us 
gratitude for your countless blessings upon us. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, 
Responsive.  

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن mََ اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا mََ نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 

 امَيِف ال كِْراَبوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّن� كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never 
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُِ يْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَِ يْخَ نْمِ كَُل
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أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with 
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and 
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant 
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil 
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You 
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, 
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer 
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You 
decree concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَي� نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُِعَي ،غَِْلْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
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forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


