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Virtues of Friday
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,
and die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh People:

(i

Friday is a great day. Allah Almighty has singled it out for his ummah
(nation) and guided them to it. And it contains characteristics and virtues
that are not found in other days. It is the best day as was indicated in the
hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said
that the Messenger of Allah  said:
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The best day on which the sun rises is Friday. [Musllm 854a]
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This great Friday prayer is the greatest ritual that distinguishes this favorite
day of Allah Almighty. And Allah Almighty has commanded to proceed to
it in His Book saying'
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Al Juma’ (62) 9: O you who have believed, when [the athan] is called for
the prayer on the day of Jumu‘ah [Friday], then proceed to the
remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for you, if you
only knew.

And it is an obligation upon men who are sane, free, adult
(postpubescent), capable and residents (not travelers). And whoever does
not observe three Friday prayers without an excuse, his heart will be
sealed as was indicated in a hadith. And the Prophet & considered
burning the homes of the men who stayed away from the Friday prayer
which indicates the extreme importance of Friday Prayer and its great
status in the shariah.

And due to its importance, the Prophet # called for a number of deeds to
be performed before Friday Prayer in preparation for it and to have focus
during it. Therefore, he commanded the ghusl (ritual bathing) for the
Friday Prayer, applying perfume and oils and using the miswak. Because
that calls for the presence, focus and humility of the heart during the
khutbah and prayer. For good scents bring happiness to the hearts and
prepares the souls for listening. It was related in the hadith narrated by
Abu Saeed Al Khudree (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Messenger of Allah % said:
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Ghusl (ritual bathing) should be performed on Friday by everyone who
has reached the age of puberty, and using the siwak, and he should put
on whatever he is able of perfume. [Muslim 846b]
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And walking to Friday Prayer is superior to riding for what was related by
Aws Athaqgafee (may Allah be pleased with him) who heard the Messenger
of Allah ¥ say:
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Whoever performs Ghusl on Friday, and bathes completely, and goes
early, arriving early, and walks and does not ride, sits close to the Imam
and listens attentively and does not engage in idle speech, there will be
for him in every step the reward of a year of fasting and standing (in
prayer). [Sunan Abu Dawud 345]

And the sunnah is to go as early as one can to the masjed and compete for
the first row and being close to the Imam for what it contains of great
reward. It was related in the hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah (may Allah
be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah £ said:
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Whoever performs Ghusl (ritual bathing) as from Janabah (major
impurity) on Friday, then comes (to the Masjid), it is as if he sacrificed a
camel. Then the one who comes in the second hour, it is as if he
sacrificed a cow. Then the one who comes in the third hour, it is as if he
sacrificed a ram. Then the one who comes in the fourth hour, it is as if
he sacrificed a chicken. Then the one who comes in the fifth hour, it is
as if he sacrificed an egg. Then when the Imam comes out, the angels
attend to listen to the Khutbah. [Bukhari 881, Muslim 850a]

It is a great honor for the worshipers that the angels of the Most Merciful
stand with their record books at the doors of mosques on Friday. They
have nothing to do but record the attendance of those present at the
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Friday prayer. And those arriving early to the mosques. What is the value
and position of a person for him to have this great honor? Had it not been
for the grace of Allah Almighty upon him with guidance, elevation, faith
and honor?!
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Allah Almighty decreed on the day of Friday the most important events of
creation and most prominent historical events. For on it, Adam was
created. And on it, Adam entered paradise. And on it he was exited from
it. And on it the Hour is established. It was narrated in Sahih Muslim that
Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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The best day on which the sun rises is Friday. On this day, Adam, peace
be upon him, was created, on this day he was admitted to Paradise,
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and on this day he was taken out of it, and in another narration: And
the Hour will not be established except on Friday. [Muslim 854b]

And if a Muslim performs the Friday prayer, he should feel the grace of
Allah Almighty through obligating it, guiding him to it, helping him upon it
and benefiting him from it. For how many deprived are there who are
denied its benefits and reward? And no one knows the extent of Allah’s
grace except those who miss it after having tasted it.

And after offering the Friday prayer obligated by their Lord, the Muslims
disperse throughout the land to pursue their interests. Allah says:

rs:d.,.l a8 A 1,515 ) s Gy 122005 PN AR S BATRECRS 156
10 daadl-0 4o

Al Juma’ah (62) 10: And when the prayer has been concluded, disperse
within the land and seek from the bounty of Allah, and remember Allah
often that you may succeed.
All of these etiquettes and rulings that Allah, Glory be to Him, legislated
for Friday prayer are evidence of its importance and place in the religion of
Allah Almighty. And it is obligatory for a Muslim to venerate what the
Shariah has magnified. And to give it the attention befitting it. Especially
since these rulings and etiquettes carry great rewards for those observing
them with sincerity to Allah Almighty and in accordance to the sunnah of
the Prophet £.
We ask Allah Almighty to teach us what benefits us, and to help us to act
according to what He taught us. And to grant us sincerity. Indeed Allah is
All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil
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from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed,
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You
decree concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression.
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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