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Steadfastness

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,
and die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

(i

Steadfastness in the servitude of Allah Almighty is the greatest matter that
a Muslim should strive for in this worldly life. Mankind was created for the
sake of this servitude. Allah Almighty:
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Ad Dhariyat (51) 56: And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to
worship Me.
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And the Muslim recites Surah Al Fatihah at least seventeen times a day
declaring his servitude to Allah Almighty:

A2 -t n B 255 3G)
Al Fatihah 5: It is You we worship and You we ask for help.

And there is great reward in this world and the next for steadfastness in
this worldly life. Allah said:
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Fusillat (41) 30-32: (30) Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah"
and then remained on a right course - the angels will descend upon
them, [saying], "Do not fear and do not grieve but receive good tidings
of Paradise, which you were promised. (31) We [angels] were your allies
in worldly life and [are so] in the Hereafter. And you will have therein
whatever your souls desire, and you will have therein whatever you

request [or wish] (32) As accommodation from a [Lord who is] Forgiving
and Merciful."

But what is the standard for steadfastness? And when can it be said: This
person is upright or this person is not upright. Is it based on societal
norms? Or is it based on human laws? Or is it based on mental whims? No,
it is not based on this or that. And indeed it is according to the divine
commands. So whoever implements them realizes uprightness and
righteousness. And whoever does not implement them is neither upright
nor righteous.

And Allah Almighty commanded His Prophet #:
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Ash Shura (42)15: And remain on a right course as you are commanded
and do not follow their inclinations

And Allah commanded him:
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Hood (11) 112-113: (112) So remain on a right course as you have been

commanded, [you] and those who have turned back with you [to Allah],
and do not transgress. Indeed, He is Seeing of what you do. (113) And
do not incline toward those who do wrong, lest you be touched by the
Fire, and you would not have other than Allah any protectors; then you
would not be helped.

And Allah commanded:
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Al Anam (6) 153: And, [moreover], this is My path, which is straight, so
follow it; and do not follow [other] ways, for you will be separated from
His way. This has He instructed you that you may become righteous.

So be upright as you have been commanded. Not as you desire or want.
And not as your family desires or wants. And not as society desires or
wants. And not as any person of this world desires or wants. Rather as
Allah wants and as Allah loves and is pleased with. And what is besides
that is transgression as Allah said:
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Hood (11) 112: So remain on a right course as you have been
commanded, [you] and those who have turned back with you [to Allah],
and do not transgress. Indeed, He is Seeing of what you do.

And it is misguidance as Allah commanded:
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Saad (38) 26: And do not follow [your own] desire, as it will lead you
astray from the way of Allah.

And Allah said:
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Al Mulk (67) 22: Then is one who walks fallen on his face better guided
or one who walks erect on a straight path?

And steadfastness in servitude is not limited to oneself. Rather it includes
all acts of worship. And performing the commands and avoiding the
prohibitions. And everything that Allah loves and is pleased with from
speech, actions, beliefs- apparent and hidden.

So a person is not upright as commanded by Allah and His messenger if he
wrongs people and spreads corruption even if he spends the night
prostrating and standing in prayer

And a person is not upright as commanded by Allah and His messenger if
he devours others’ wealth through cheating, falsehood and usury even if
he goes to the masjed before the caller to prayer.

And a person is not upright as commanded by Allah and His messenger if
he commits evil and has bad character and behavior even if he safeguards
the prayers.
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And a person is not upright as commanded by Allah and His messenger if
he has good character and behavior but abandons the obligations
commanded by Allah.

And a person is not upright as commanded by Allah and His messenger if
he worships Allah night and day in an innovated fashion. And it was

authenticated from the Prophet €& that he said:
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Beware of newly-invented matters, for every newly-invented matter is
an innovation (Bid'ah) and every innovation is a going-stray. [Sunan Ibn
Majah 42]

And the Prophet £ said:
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Whoever innovates something in this matter of ours (i.e. Islam) that is
not part of it, will have it rejected. [Bukhari 2697, Muslim 1718a]

And a person is not upright as commanded by Allah and His messenger if
he goes against their commands with deviated thoughts and innovated
opinions. Even if he prays the night prayer and fasts the days and does not

part with the Quran. As the Prophet £ said:
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There will be people among my Ummah (nation) after me who will
recite the Qur'an, but it will not go any deeper than their throats. They
will pass through Islam like an arrow passing through its target, then

they will never return to it. They are the most evil of mankind and of all
creation. [Muslim 1067, Sunan Ibn Majah 170]
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Be conscious of Allah and be upright as Allah wants. You will succeed in
this world and the hereafter.
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AL Ahgaf 13-14: (13) Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah,"
and then remained on a right course - there will be no fear concerning
them, nor will they grieve. (14) Those are the companions of Paradise,
abiding eternally therein as reward for what they used to do.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and
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you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

All praise is due to Allah Who guided us to Islam. For indeed the path to
steadfastness upon what Allah Almighty wants is through holding on to the
Book of Allah. Allah Almighty commanded:
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Az Zukhruf (43) 43: So adhere to that which is revealed to you. Indeed,
you are on a straight path.
And Allah said regarding the Quran:
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At Takwir (81) 28-29: (28) For whoever wills among you to take a right
course. (29) And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the
worlds.

Verily, being steadfast upon the command of the Messenger of Allah € is

part of steadfastness on the command of Allah. For whatever the Prophet

£ commands and forbids is indeed revelation from Allah the Almighty
said:
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An Najm (53) 1-4: (1) By the star when it descends (2) Your companion

[i.e., Mohammad] has not strayed, nor has he erred, (3) Nor does he
speak from [his own] inclination.(4) It is not but a revelation revealed,

And the Almighty said:
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An Nisa (4) 80: He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah; but
those who turn away - We have not sent you over them as a guardian.

And Allah commanded:

-
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Al Hashr (59) 7: And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and
what he has forbidden you - refrain from. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah
is severe in penalty.
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And Allah Almighty said:
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Al Mominoon (23) 73-74: (73) And indeed, you invite them to a straight
path. (74) But indeed, those who do not believe in the Hereafter are
deviating from the path.

And Allah said:
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An Noor (24) 63: So let those beware who dissent from his [i.e., the

Prophet's] order, lest fitnah strike them or a painful punishment.

And it has been authenticated from the Prophet & that he said:
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Let me not find one of you reclining on his couch when he hears
something regarding me which | have commanded or forbidden and
says: We do not know. What we found in Allah's Book we have
followed. [Sunan Abu Dawood 4605]

And it has been authenticated that he € forbid some matters on the day
of Khaybar then said:
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Verily | was given the Quran and something like it (sunnah), yet the
time is coming when one of you will deny me while he is reclining on his
couch mentioning my hadith and will say: “Between us and you is the
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Book of Allah, what we find in it to be permissible we treat as
permissible, and what we find in it to be prohibited we treat as

prohibited.” Verily what Allah’s Messenger ¢ has prohibited is like
what Allah has prohibited. [The Authentic Series Albani 6/872]

So be conscious of Allah and hold on to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah
of the Messenger of Allah and request guidance from Allah:
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Al Hajj (22) 54: And indeed is Allah the Guide of those who have
believed to a straight path.

Oh AIIah guide us through the Noble Quran and the Sunnah of the leader

Al \j.‘w) \3®0f the messengers. Verily You are All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed,
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You
decree concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and

giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression.

He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
Joh 8 1) 5k 8yt 220853 05700, a8 2l 18
WA \rg\j‘ujs’.rff\uﬁr@ j

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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