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Parable of the Rain
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance
and we ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the
evils of our selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide.
Whoever He misguides, none can guide. And | bear witness that
there is no deity other than Allah and | bear witness that
Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be
feared, and die not except in a state of Islam.
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Oh Believers:

Be conscious of Allah the Exalted, obey Him and be grateful to
Him for His great favors that he has bestowed upon you. For he
has guided you to Iman (faith) and taught you the Quran, covered
you with security, quenched your lands with rain, and gave you
from all good and repelled the evil from you.
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An Nahl (16) 53: And whatever you have of favor - it is from
Allah. Then when adversity touches you, to Him you cry for
help.

Oh people:

Making it rain is one of the exclusive attributes of Lordship. It is
among the factors mandating servitude to Allah the Exalted. In
acknowledgment of His Divine Might. And complying with His
commands and shariah. And being grateful to Him for His
bounties and favors.
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As-Shura (42) 28: And it is He who sends down the rain after

they had despaired and spreads His mercy. And He is the
Protector, the Praiseworthy.

And for the impact of the blessed rain on people’s lives. And the
changes that happen on the land because of it. For indeed Allah
the Exalted presented it as an example:
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lbrahim (14) 25: And Allah presents examples for the people
that perhaps they will be reminded.

And from the Quranic examples of the blessed rain is likening the
earth after the rain to the worldly life that blossoms for its

people. Then they are struck by its afflictions. Or they die and
leave it after they gathered in it what they had gathered. And built
what they built. The dweller does not remain. And the homes do
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not remain in their state and beauty. Rather all leave to be
succeeded by others.

And because of the importance of this great example. And so that
the readers of the Qur'an become aware of it. It was repeated to
them in four places in the Book of Allah Almighty:

Allah Almighty mentioned it in Surat Yunus:
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Yunus (10) 24: The example of [this] worldly life is but like rain
which We have sent down from the sky that the plants of the
earth absorb - [those] from which men and livestock eat - until,
when the earth has taken on its adornment and is beautified
and its people suppose that they have capability over it, there
comes to it Our command by night or by day, and We make it
as a harvest, as if it had not flourished yesterday. Thus do We
explain in detail the signs for a people who give thought.

The worldly life blossoms for its inhabitants with security, wealth,
prestige and well-being. To the point that he thinks that it will
never go away from him:
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“its people suppose that they have capability over it"
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How it eloquently expresses how the weak human is deceived by
the capabilities and strength that he was given in his worldly life.
And he does not know that its removal is close through a calamity
that he did not take into account. He displays ability but he is
helpless. He claims strength but he is weak. And he exhibits self-
sufficiency but is needy of Allah the Exalted.

This corrupt thinking is destructive and it befalls individuals as it
befalls nations. There are people who got rich quickly. And they
thought that they would never be poor. And then their fortunes
slipped away while they were watching. Just as happened during
the stock market crash. And there were cities that blossomed with
construction and buildings and were filled with tourists and
visitors. Then the sea swallowed it. Or it was struck by a powerful
earthquake. Then its inhabitants lost their loved ones, wealth and
homes in an instant. And they ended up with nothing.
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There comes to |t Our command by nlght or by day, and We
make it as a harvest, as if it had not flourished yesterday.

What a scary thing. The person should not incline towards this
Worldly life and should not feel secure from the plan of Allah:
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Al Araf (7) 97-99:(97) Then, did the people of the cities feel
secure from Our punishment coming to them at night while
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they were asleep? (98) Or did the people of the cities feel
secure from Our punishment coming to them in the morning
while they were at play? (99) Then, did they feel secure from
the plan of Allah? But no one feels secure from the plan of
Allah except the losing people.

And this example was repeated in Surah Kahf which is read every
Friday. So that the one who reads it takes heed.
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Al Kahf (18) 45: And present to them the example of the life of
this world, [its being] like rain which We send down from the
sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it and [then] it
becomes dry remnants, scattered by the winds. And Allah is
ever, over all things, Perfect in Ability.

Let us look at the beauty of the rain as it rains in abundance. Then
the earth that has become saturated from it. And the people go
out to its plains, desert, and valleys, so that they could enjoy the
sight of the flowing water. And they fill their chests with the scent
of its dew and mist. Then they enjoyed the greenery of the earth
and its spring. Then their livestock grazed. And their gardens and
vegetation were watered by it. And they crowded the green
meadows seeking leisure and enjoyment in them. Then weeks
after this joy and delight the green earth becomes yellow and its
vegetation becomes dry. Then it breaks up and falls to be swept
by the winds. And nothing remains of it. The dust of the earth
returns along with its harshness and severity. And this is in the
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worldly life for the one who thinks about it. The wealth, prestige,
money, security, and well-being that a person may obtain lasts for
years and decades at the most. Then the body weakens as a result
of old age. And the health declines. And the term approaches and
the person occupied with this worldly life realizes what he has
amassed does not benefit him at all. Rather he moves away from it
to another home. That is, if he is not struck with a calamity
beforehand.

And in most cases, as a person ages, the utility of the worldly life
decreases for him. In the first part of his life when he is active and
strong, he works and toils, and he lacks much of what he wants.
Then he obtains from this worldly life after working and toiling at
length but he has transitioned beyond his youth to old age. Those
after him benefit from what he obtains. And this great example
was referred to in Surah AzZumar. Allah the Exalted said:
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AzZumar (39) 21: Do you not see that Allah sends down rain
from the sky and makes it flow as springs [and rivers] in the
earth; then He produces thereby crops of varying colors; then
they dry and you see them turned yellow; then He makes them
[scattered] debris. Indeed in that is a reminder for those of
understanding.
It is a living example before us that invites use to think and
remember and to not be heedless. And it was repeated a fourth
time in Surah Al Hadid. Allah the Exalted said:
https://www.khutbah.info/ 6
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Al Hadid (57) 20: Know that the life of this world is but
amusement and diversion and adornment and boasting to one
another and competition in increase of wealth and children -
like the example of a rain whose [resulting] plant growth
pleases the tillers; then it dries and you see it turned yellow;
then it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter is
severe punishment and forgiveness from Allah and approval.
And what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion.
And this verse started with a command:

SRR
“Know that the life of this world”
Then afterwards Allah explained that it is simply amusement,
diversion, adornment, boasting and competition in increasing.
He gave the example of the land that received rain. Then its plants
became yellow and became debris. And the verse was concluded

by clarifying the reality of the afterlife. So that a person can chose
which of them he wants and perform deeds accordingly.
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“And in the Hereafter is severe punishment and forgiveness
from Allah and approval. And what is the worldly life except
the enjoyment of delusion”

So these are four examples that Allah Almighty gave with regards
to when the blessed rain adorns the earth and brings joy to sight.
Then its impact quickly disappeared. And this is the state of this
worldly life. Its beauty and adornment disappear and through
death a person leaves it. And it is incumbent for the believer to
take a lesson from these examples. Where the rain falls and what
results from it. Then its disappearance after that. Indeed the heart
benefits more from the examples and lessons than the earth
benefits from the blessed rain. And examples and lessons in the
Quran nourish the heart.
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Al Ankaboot (29) 43: And these examples We present to the

people, but none will understand them except those of
knowledge.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me

and you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger
of Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Only the deluded are deceived by the adornment of this world.
And only the disappointed incline towards it. And he is like the
one who thinks that the greenery of the earth will persist after the
rain. And he does not know that the summer’s sun will burn it and
the winds will sweep it away until there is nothing left of it. And in
these four verses is an example for those who take heed. And a
lesson for those who remember.

And after each of these four verses, Allah the Exalted guided to
what will benefit a person. In Surah Yunus he guided to
performing deeds for the everlasting afterlife:
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Yunus (10) 25: And Allah invites to the Home of Peace [i.e.,
Paradise] and guides whom He wills to a straight path.

And He the Exalted guided in Surah Al Kahf to the righteous
deeds. They are the enduring deeds:
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Al Kahf (18) 46: Wealth and children are [but] adornment of the
worldly life. But the enduring good deeds are better to your
Lord for reward and better for [one's] hope.
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And he guided in surah AzZumar to adherence to Islam and
remembrance:
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AzZumar (39) 22: So is one whose chest Allah has expanded to
[accept] Islam and he is upon [i.e., guided by] a light from his
Lord [like one whose heart rejects it]? Then woe to those whose
hearts are hardened against the remembrance of Allah. Those
are in manifest error.
And He the Exalted in Surah Al Hadid guided to competing for
the paradise. For it is the true success. And success is not
something from this worldly life no matter how much it is:
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Al Hadid (57) 21: Race [i.e., compete] toward forgiveness from
your Lord and a Garden whose width is like the width of the
heavens and earth, prepared for those who believed in Allah
and His messengers. That is the bounty of Allah which He gives
to whom He wills, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.

It is necessary for the believer to take a lesson from these
examples. An to perform deeds in this world that will take him to
the path of his afterlife. And he loves to meet His Lord for what
awaits him from honor and success. And he does not incline to this
world no matter how much of it he gets. And he should not be
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deceived no matter how long it persists for him. For it is
treacherous and does not fulfill. And it deceives and is not
genuine. And it is temporary and does not last.
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Al Hadid (57) 20: And what is the worldly life except the
enjoyment of delusion.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon
your Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the
Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have
believed, ask [ Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to
grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us
well-being among those You have granted well-being, be an ally
to us along with those whom You are an ally to, and bless what
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You have bestowed upon us, and save us from the evil of what
You have decreed. For verily You decree and none can decree
over You. He whom You support can never be humiliated. Glory is
to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the
Hereafter, what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we

\

seek refuge with You from all evil, in this world and in the
Hereafter, what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we
ask You for the good that Your servant and Prophet has asked You
for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from which Your
servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and
deed, and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which
brings one closer to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make
every decree that You decree concerning us good
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct
and giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct
and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be
reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for
His favors - He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from
Him - He will forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide
you a way out of difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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